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4 'They  want  to  institutionalize  it,  to  have 
it  taught  in  the  schools,  and  thanks  to  lunkhead 
organizations  like  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  they  appeared  to  be  making  progress. 

But  not  now.  Not  with  public  sentiment 
swinging  against  them." 

—  Claire  Hoy  in  the  Toronto  Sun 


NEWS 


Ontario 


One  of  ninety-seven  recommendations 


Rights  Commission  backs  gay  demands 


The  Ontario  Human  Righls  Commission 
has  at  last  urged  Ihe  inclusion  ol 
"sexual  orientation"  in  the  province's 
Human  Righls  Code.  The  recommen- 
dation was  handed  down  lasl  month 
alter  live  years  ot  Insistent  pressure  on 
the  Commission  by  the  Ontario  gay 
movement 

Dr  Thomas  Symons.  Chairperson  ot 
the  Commission,  made  Ihe  recommen- 
dation public  at  a  press  conference  on 
July  21  He  said  thai  there  could  be  no 
doubt  lhat  many  persons  were 
discriminated  againsl  because  ol  (heir 
,  sexual  orientation,  and  urged  Ihe 
legislature  to  protect  Ihem  against  such 
discrimination, 

"This  Is  the  first  statement  from  Ihe 
Commission  lhat  olflclalty  recognizes 
and  opposes  anti-gay  discrimination." 
said  Tom  Warner,  chairperson  ol  Ihe 
Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario 
(CORD)  "It  has  taken  a  long  time,  but  at 
last  they've  heard  us  and  adopted  our 
case," 
The  recommendation  Is  the  ninetieth 
'  ol  97  which  ihe  ten  members  ol  Ihe 
Commission  presented,  unanimously, 
to  Ihe  Ontario  public.  It  reads:  "The 
Commissioners  recommend  thai  sexual 
orientation  be  Included  In  the  Ontario 
Human  Righls  Code  as  a  ground  on 
;  which  dlscriminaiion  Is  prohibited ."  The 
I  document  dellnes  "sexual  orientation" 


helerosexualily  and  homosexuality 
Accompanying  Ihe  recommendation 
is  a  support  statement  which  ob- 
serves that  in  Ontario  "individuals  have 
been  liredor  denied  accomodation,  or 
have  in  many  other  ways  suffered 
indignities  simply  because  (hey  are 
1  homosexuals.  This  tsdepiorabie." 

Al  Ihe  press  conference.  TfiPasked 
'  Or.  Symons  If  the  Commissioners  were 
prepared  fully  to  support  Ihis  recom- 
,  mendalion,  He  said  that  "we  will  give 
every  consideration  to  supporting  It  In 
Ihe  Legislature."  He  refused,  however. 
|  to  pledge  his  resignation  if  the  Tory 
I  government  did  not  accept  the  proposal 
because,  he  said,  "resignation  Is  not  a 
j  way  to  gel  reform," 
I      Symons  defended  Commissioner 

Bromley  Armstrong,  whose  publication 
i  The  Islander  recently  enraged  Ontario 

gays  by  its  vehemently  homophobic 
j  attacks  (see  T8P,35).  Several  Ontario 
gay  leaders  and  MPP  Margaret 
Campbell  called  for  Armstrong's 
resignation  from  Ihe  Commission  when 
he  refused  to  have  ihe  Islander  retract 
i  its  slander  When  asked  If  there  should 
|  be  a  mechanism  tor  removing 
!  commissioners  who  flagrantly  violate 
I  the  intent  of  the  Human  Rights  Code, 
I  Symons  grew  visibly  angry  He  said  he 
knew  which  incident  was  being  referred 
!  to,  and  which  commissioner.  "I'm  proud 


:  and  lucky  to  be  associated  v 
j  Symons  said.  He  proceeded  to  leciure 
!  Ihe  questioner  (and  presumably  Ms 
Campbell,  who  was  sealed  nearby):  "I'll 
be  disappointed  II  some  people  don't 
]  pull  In  their  horns  and  start  granting 
human  righls  to  other  people."  he  said. 

It  was  later  noted  lhat  one  of  the 
Commission's  recommendations  was 
for  a  broader  delinltlon  of  "hate 
literature"  than  Ihe  present  one.  The 
new  definition  includes  "represen- 
tations which  are  likely  to  exposes 
person  to  hatred  or  contempt."  or 
"which  attempt  to  foster  discrimination.' 

"It's  Ironic."  commented  Tom 
Warner,  "thai  Armstrong  the  co- 
missioner  is  proposing  this  exten- 
sion which  would  clearly  provide 
grounds  for  a  case  against  Armstrong 
the  publisher." 

Press  coverage  ol  the  Commission's 
report  has  been  extensive  in  Ontario. 
but  there  is  as  yet  no  response  from  ihe 
I  Progressive  Conservative  government, 
1  II  is  nol  known  at  this  time  when  the 
government  will  introduce  a  bill  lo 
;  amend  the  Code,  and  just  which 
,  recommendations  will  make  II  Into  the 
i  bill  Minister  of  Labour  Belle  Stephen- 
son has  thus  far  refused  comment  on 
the  proposals,  which  suggests  that  the 
!  government  is  In  no  hurry  to  formulate 
I  a  bill. 


This  is  not  the  first  such  official 

recommendation  In  Canada  The 
Saskatchewan  Human  Rights 
Commission  proposed  a  similar 
amendment  in  August  1973.  and 
although  the  proposal  is  supported  by 
theNDPasa  party,  Ihe  NOP  govern- 
ment has  yel  to  take  any  action  on  II, 

In  Manitoba,  the  executive  director  ol 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  said  on 
July  27  thai  he  "fully  supporls"  protec- 
tions tor  gays  in  the  Manitoba  code,  and 
expects  gay  rights  to  "find  Its  way  Into 
the  books."  He  said  that  action  on  gay 
rights  in  Manitoba  would  come  about 
faster  it  some  other  province,  such  as 
Ontario,  took  the  lead  al  enacting 
protections. 

The  absence  ol  a  provincial 
precedent  was  also  cited  this  pasi 
spring  al  the  lederal  level,  when  Justice 
Minister  Ron  Baslord  used  Ihe  lack  of 
such  a  precedent  to  excuse  his  failure 
to  support  "sexual  orientation"  In  the 
federal  Human  Rights  Act,  which 
applies  to  lederal  employees. 

Clearly,  Ontario  gays  have  a  big  |ob 
ahead.  II  they  are  successlul  in  getting 
the  amendment  to  the  Code,  it  will  be  a 
precedent  that  will  have  major  eflecls 
elsewhere  in  the  country. 

by  Michael  Lynch 


After  OHRC  recommends  gay  rights 


Media  fosters  bigotry  with  murder  coverage 


Onlario  gays  are  successlully  battling 
Ihe  most  bloodihirsly  media  assault 
against  them  since  Ihe  Ottawa  "sex  ring 
scandal"  in  1975. 
1       In  thai  "scandal,"  sensationalized 
reporting  ol  a  proslilulion  service  led  to 
the  suicide  ol  a  gay  man,  Warren  Zulell, 
and  Ihe  loss  ol  Jobs  ol  other  gays  whom 
the  Ottawa  press  misleadlngly  linked 
with  the  case. 

Two  events  have  provided  the  oc- 
casion lor  Ihe  new  assault.  Ihe  pro-gay 
recommendation  ol  Ihe  Ontario  Human 
Righls  Commission  on  July  21,  and  the 
death  of  Emanuel  Jaques.  12,  on  the 
Yonge  Street  "strip"  a  week  later.  The 
"strip"  is  the  principal  site  ol  Toronto's 
exploitative  heterosexual  sex  industry, 
and  is  adjacent  lo  ihe  downtown  gay 
"ghetto." 
I      This  lime  around,  the  assault  is  cen- 
j  tered  in  Toronto,  home  of  two  ol 
I  Canada's  mosl  homophobic 
newspapers,  Ihe  Sun  and  Ihe  Sfsr,  as 
well  as  several  virulently  homophobic 
radio  stations.  Bui  the  effects  ot  ihe 
local  coverage  are  already  evident  in 
,  Other  provinces,  and  will  bear  on  gay 
struggles  across  Ihe  counlry, 
"It's  not  a  case  ol  blaming  ihe  media 
i  tor  promoting  someone  else's 

message,"  said  Clarence  Barnes. 
I  Barnes  is  coordinating  a  media  watch 
|  on  behall  ol  the  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights 
I  mOnla/iolCGRO). 

"Working  Irom  police  reports." 
|  Barnes  says,  "Ihe  press  itself  originated 
■  ihe  anil-gay  element.  The  press 
1  prolongs  it.  It's  their  editors  and  colum- 
I  nislswhoareour  Anita  Bryants." 
|      Toronto  gays  have  lodged  many 
protests  aboul  ihe  assault,  the  most 
comprehensive  of  which  took  place  al  a 
1  press  conlerence  on  August  9  Tom 
Warner,  CGRO  co-ordinalor.  charged 
that  many  press  reports  ol  the  murder  of 
Emanuel  Jaques  had  transferred  gull) 
1  onto  the  entire  gay  community.  He 
asked  civil  leaders,  particularly  Mayor 
David  Crombie,  to  issue  public 
statements  lo  dispel  this  false  im- 
pression, He  also  asked  for  their 
assurances  thai  the  city's  effort  to 
clean  up"  the  Yonge  Street  "strip" 
would  nol  also  include  a  drive  against 
gay  people 

At  the  same  conference.  George 
Hislop.  director  of  the  Community 
S*pt*mtMf 


Homop hile  Association  ol  Toronto 
(CHAT),  charged  thai  Ihe  press  had 
neglected  lo  report  accurately  his  role 
In  bringing  aboul  the  arresl  ol  one  ol  Ihe 
accused. 

Hislop  has  been  the  ob|ecl  ol  several 
death  threats  since  the  media  assaull 
began.  He  has  requested  lhat  TflPwilh- 
hold  details  of  these  threats  In  order  nol 
to  stimulate  further  ones. 

Death  or  bomb  threats  have  also  been 
telephoned  to  the  CHAT  Centre  where 
the  press  conference  was  held,  to  The 
Body  Politic,  lo  GATE,  to  the  Church 
Street  Community  Centre  (where  GATE 
dances  are  regularly  held),  and  to  Glad 
Day  Books. 

Press  coverage  of  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  report  consistently 
emphasized  the  gay  recommendation. 
In  Its  July  21  issue,  hours  before  the 
press  conference  at  which  the  Com- 
missioners officially  released  the 
report,  the  G/ooe  ran  a  seven-column 
banner  headline  based  on  a  leak: 
"Homosexual  |ob  rights  are  urged  in 
Ontario."  This  was  ihe  most  positive 
and  prominent  coverage  a  gay  rights 
issue  has  ever  received  in  The  Globe. 

On  August  1  the  body  of  Emanuel 
Jaques  was  discovered  in  a  building 
across  from  Ihe  new  Eaton  Centre  In 
downtown  Toronto.  Press  coverage  of 
the  police  search  for  Jaques  and  his  ab- 
ductor escalated  immediately.  Four 
men  were  soon  charged  with  llrst- 
degree  murder  in  the  case.  Police  have 
alleged  thai  Ihe  men  assaulted  Jaques 
before  his  death,  and  took  photographs 
during  the  assaull. 

It  was  reported  thai  Jaques'  parents 
allowed  him  to  go  to  Yonge  Streel  every 
nighi  with  his  brother.  Luciano.  13.  bet- 
ween 11  PM  and  i  AM  to  shine  shoes. 
"The  boys,  "said  The  Star  on  July  30, 
"handed  their  earnings,  up  to  S35  a  night, 
over  to  their  parents."  (Laier  stories 
progressively  reduced  Ihe  reported  earn- 
ings and  increased  stress  on  Jaques' 
"lack  ol  streetwise  cunning,") 
Luciano  reported  lhat  he  had  last  seen 
Emanuel  leaving  with  a  strange  man 
who  had  offered  him  money  tor  moving 
cameras. 

Three  ol  ihe  accused  were  captured 
on  a  train  in  northern  Ontario.  The 
fourth.  Saul  David  Betesh,  turned  him- 
self In  voluntarily  after  gelling  in  louch 


George  Hislop  (lell)  and  Tom  Warner  lace  a  host  I  la  press  corps. 


with  CHAT  and  being  advised  to  do  so, 
Reportedly  afraid  of  going  to  the  police 
alone  for  (ear  they  would  beat  him  up, 
Belesh  asked  CHAT  io  recommend  a 
lawyer  who  would  accompany  him. 

The  media  seized  on  the  alleged  mur- 
der slory  to  press  home  a  morality  cam- 
paign thai  city  officials  were  already 
conducting  against  Yonge  Sheet's  ex- 
ploitative heterosexual  bodyrub 
studios.  Bui  Ihey  extended  il  lo  an  at- 
tack on  homosexuals.  The  attacks 
repeatedly  occurred  in  news  stories, 
bylined  columns,  and  editorials.  News 
stories  Introduced  the  adjective 
"homosexual"  gratuitously  Into  Ihe 
texl.  Page3ot  The  Sun  on  August3was 
not  atypical  in  using  not  only  the 
phrases  "homosexual  orgy"  and  "vic- 
lims  of  homosexual  slayings",  but  also 
Ihe  compound  "homosexual  orgy 
slaying." 

By  August  d,  the  day  of  the  boy's 
funeral,  sectors  ot  the  public  were 
aroused  lo  fury  by  the  press  presen- 
tation of  Ihe  alleged  murder  Two  large 
demonstrations  in  Toronto,  one  of  them 
involving  15,000  persons,  mostly  Por- 
tuguese-Canadians (the  Jaques  family 
came  to  Canada  from  Portugal  three 
years  ago),  clamored  lor  restoration  of 


capital  punishment,  more  power  to  the 
police,  and  ihe  eradication  of 
homosexuals.  "Torture  the  buggers."  a 
man  at  Ihe  funeral  was  reported  In  The 
Globe  to  have  kept  muttering.  Dick 
Beddoes  also  reported  In  The  Globe  that 
a  Regent  Park  resident  claimed  lo  have 
i  ,000  names  on  a  petition  to  the  mayor 
which  was  headed  "Help  Stamp  Out 
Gays  and  Bodyrubs." 

Radio  and  TV  stations  carried  a 
statement  by  a  priest  who  organized 
one  of  the  marches  which  was  inflam- 
matory against  gay  people,  though  later, 
ihe  priest  disavowed  any  intention  of 
indicting  all  gay  people  Radio  Station 
CFTR  opted  for  an  extremist 
psychoanalyst  Irom  Los  Angeles.  Or. 
Melvln  Anchell  explained,  In  a  telephone 
interview  that  was  broadcast  at  least 
twice,  lhat  homosexuality  is  a  perver- 
sion that  can  only  lead  to  destructive 
behaviour  "A  homosexual  is  a  sadist." 
saidDr  Anchell,  among  other  things 

By  the  end  of  Ihe  week,  even  Borden 
Spears,  an  editor  ot  The  Star,  admitted 
that  the  press  was  guilty  ol  "overkill''  In 
sensationalizing  the  entire  event  But 
reporters  at  the  Warner-Hlsioo  press 

continued  on  page  4 
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EDTTPMAL/LETTERS 


Editorials 


Victims  of  a  media  orgy 


The  enemies  of  gay  liberation  a. 
thatgaypeoplearegamingm 


i  busy  right  now   They  have  correclly  sensed 

_  widespread  support  tor  the  demands  of  the 
movement   Gay  rights  emerged  as  an  important  issue  in  the 
Ontario  election  in  June  m  the  next  monih  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  recommended  thai  the  Human  Rights  Code  be  amended  lo  protect 
pays  from  discrimination.  Just  as  it  protects  other  minorities   A  recent  Gallup 
Poll  showed  thai  52%  ot  ail  Canadians  support  equal  rights  lor  gay  people 

Is  it  Ihen  a  coincidence  that  some  segments  ol  Ihe  media  have  decided  to 
exploit  the  unfortunate  and  deplorable  murder  of  a  young  boy  in  an  attempt 
to  lurn  the  public  againsl  us? 

By  conslantly  describing  Manuel  Jaquesas  "the  victim  of  a  home-sexual 
orgy  "  by  Interviewing  gay  proslitutes  as  if  they  had  some  connection  with  the 
crime  by  printing  and  broadcasting  Ihe  stalements  ol  bigoted  or  misguided 
people  themedtaaresmearingourcommuniiywilhlhiscrime   We  do  nol  accept 
collective  responsibility  for  individual  ads   There  are  rapists  and  murderers 
among  gays  and  slraighls  alike,  yel  when  a  man  is  charged  with  Ihe  rape  or 
murder  ol  a  young  woman  there  are  no  headlines  aboul  a  "heterosexual  murder, 
no  demands  that  straight  men  pay  for  Ihe  crime. 

This  media  campaign  is  a  gross  exploitation  ol  a  young  boy  His  dealh  is 
being  merchandized  lor  prolil.  his  body  being  used  asa  political  football  in 
acampaign  to  "clean  up"  Yonge  Streel  and  to  neutralize  our  growing  support. 

Soon  aller  the  Ihe  funeral  o(  the  boy  a  massive  group  ol  people  took  its 
demands  lirsl  lo  City  Hall  and  then  lo  the  provincial  legislature.  This  demon- 
stration ot  15,000  people  is  ominous;  the  reactionary  demands,  the  support  for 
repressive  government  measures,  the  shouts  of  "more  power  lo  the  police"  and 
the  large  numbers  at  the  rally  all  suggest  that  people  can  be  quickly  mobilized 
lorrighl-wing  causes   Anli-gay  bigotry  Is  a  useful  lool  in  such  a  campaign  for 
repression. 

This  climale  of  hostility  has  also  given  individuals  an  excuse  to  harass  gay 
people  in  ihls  city.  There  have  been  numerous  threats  against  gay  organizations 
and  their  staff  and  spokespeople   Gays  are  also  being  harassed  as  individuals 
on  the  streets  downtown  or  in  their  own  neighbourhoods. 

The  bigots  are  saying  that  we  must  ret  real  to  our  closets  That  is  the  easy 
response,  logical,  some  mlghl  say,  given  the  Intensily  ol  Ihe  anti-gay  propaganda. 

We  say  no 

Real  as  these  lears  are,  we  can't  let  them  be  exploited  by  bigois.  Our 
response  to  the  currenl  offensive  must  be  lo  organize,  lo  strengthen  Ihe  gay 
llberalion  movement  thai  right  now  is  Ihe  only  delense  against  the  attacks 
being  made  on  us.  We  must  not  let  this  reactionary  campaign  destroy  Ihe 
advances  we  have  made  to  achieve  our  rights. 

Now  Is  a  good  time  to  get  Involved,  lo  give  your  time  to  an  organization, 
10  |0ln  us  next  time  there  Is  a  march  for  gay  rights. 

As  individuals  we  can  have  little  impact.  United  we  are  strong. 


GATE  answers  Phillips 

In  his  letter  In  TBP  no.  35,  Terry 
Phillips  says  Ihe  Toronto  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  considered  Ihe  Anita 
Bryant  campaign  lo  be  a  non-Canadian 
lasueot  little  Importance  In  this  coun- 
try. 

We  do  believe  that  the  gay  movement 
In  Canada  Is  too  small  and  has  too  few 
resources  to  raise  money  lor  campaigns 
outside  Canada.  And  we  also  believe  the 
main  focus  of  our  work  must  be  the 
Anita  Bryants  fight  here  at  home  There 
Is  a  dangerous  tendency  to  think  of 
Canada  as  "nicer"  than  the  United 
Slates  and  lo  look  away  from  this  coun- 
try lot  the  "real"  source  of  our  op- 
pression. 

However,  GATE  did  respond  to  the 
anger  fell  by  gays  In  Toronto  al  Bryant's 
hate  campaign.  The  organization's 
energies  were  somewhat  drained  by  the 
Ontario  election  campaign  which  ended 
June  9,  but  we  wenl  lo  the  lirsl  meeting 
of  Toronto  gays  concerned  about 
Bryant  on  June  22,  proposed  a  street 
demonstration  for  Saturday  June  25, 
and  played  an  active  rote  in  organizing 

Terry  Phillips  did  nol,  as  he  claims  in 
his  letter,  attend  the  GATE  executive 
meeting  June  13;  he  phoned  a  member 
of  ihe  executive  before  the  meeting.  He 
was  not  told,  as  he  claims,  thai  Ihe 
Bryant  case  would  not  be  discussed  at 
the  organization's  monthly  meeting 
June  15.  The  main  poinl  on  the  agenda 
was  Ihe  National  Gay  Conference  in 
Saskatoon:  this  was  the  lasl  meeting 
before  the  Conference  so  GATE  had  to 
discuss  Its  positions  on  various  Issues 
and  elect  Us  delegate.  However,  the 
Bryant  campaign  was  raised  by  the 
executive  and  a  special  GATE  meeting 
was  called  for  June  18  At  that  meeting 
it  was  decided  to  propose  the  streel 
demonstration  mentioned  above. 

GATE  Is  writing  Ihis  reply  to  Phillip's 
letter  not  |ust  lo  set  the  record  straight 
but  because  his  letter  is  part  of  an  anti- 
GATE  campaign  he  has  been  conduct- 
ing since  he  resigned  Irom  the 
organization  In  January  ol  this  year. 

One  aspect  ol  Ihls,  which  comes  Out 
V  Body  Politic 


in  the  letter,  Is  an  attempt  lo  Isolate  the 
GATE  executive  from  the  rest  ot  the 
members.  Since  olher  gay  organizations 
have  entrusted  GATE  with  tasks  like  co- 
ordinating Ihe  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  and  Ihe  upcoming  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  Day  of  Protest  tor 
John  Damlen,  It  needs  lo  be  said  that 
ihe  executive  continues  to  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  organization. 

Something  else  thai  needs  to  be  said 
at  this  time  Is  the  reason  Phillips 
resigned  Irom  GATE.  He  was  unable  to 
win  support  from  most  of  Ihe  members 
lor  his  approach  to  the  defence  of  John 
Damien,  an  issue  of  great  importance  to 
the  Canadian  movement. 

The  Darrnen  defence  was  originally 
seen  by  the  Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights  In 
Ontario,  and  we  think  by  most  gay  ac- 
tivists, as  a  political  campaign  tor  gay 
rights.  It  was  designed  to  win  John's 
court  case  by  mobilizing  as  many 
people  as  possible  in  public  meetings 
and  demonstrations.  As  is  known  from 
Ihe  experience  of  Ihe  women's 
movemenf  with  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler.  a 
public  campaigns  I  he  only  way  such  a 
case  can  be  won. 

However,  there  has  been  a  tendency, 
accentuated  since  Phillips  became 
chairperson  ol  the  Committee  to 
Defend  John  Damien  last  year,  to 
subordinate  such  a  political  campaign 
to  the  legal  and  lundralsing  aspects  of 
the  case.  The  lawyers  have  been 
allowed  to  operate  without  any  political 
direction  from  the  organized  gay 
movement. 

There  has  also  been  a  trend,  further 
obscuring  the  politics  of  gay  rights,  to 
replace  the  demand  for  gay  rights  with 
vague  "human  rights"  and  "human 
dignity"  slogans  The  idea  supposedly 
is  to  gain  support  from  non-gays, 
though  it  is  known  that  non-gays  sup- 
port the  demands  ol  open  gay  rights 
organizations  like  Ihe  Coalition  tor  Gay 
Rights  In  Ontario  and  i  he  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition. 

Finally,  there  have  been  suggestions, 
made  for  instance  at  the  GATE  policy 
conference  last  November,  that  the  gay 
movement  should  focus  on  Ihe  rein- 
statement of  John  Damien  to  the  near 


eiclusion  ot  the  rest  Ol  the  comprehen- 
sive gay  rights  program  formulated  by 
CGRO  and  NGRC  This  would  remove 
the  Damien  case  Irom  the  general  con- 
text ol  gay  rights.  Adangerous  barrier 
would  Ihen  be  drawn  between  John's 
individual  case  and  general  anti-gay 
di  sen  ml  nation,  for  instance, 
discrimination  against  gay  school 
teachers  and  others  in  so-called  sen- 
sitive jobs. 

This  spring,  GATE  proposed  an  On- 
tario Day  of  Protest  for  John  Damien  to 
get  public  action  and  gay  rights  back 
to  the  forefront  ot  Ihe  Damien  defence 
Terry  Phillips  proposed  making  II  a 
national  rather  lhan  |ust  a  provincial 
protest,  though  this  suggestion  of  his 
does  nol  change  Ihe  fact  that  under  his 
leadership  gay  politics  has,  In  practice, 
been  taking  a  back  seat  in  ihe  Damien 
case. 

GATE  took  the  idea  of  a  National  Day 
of  Protest  to  Ihe  Conference  in 
Saskatoon  and  volunteered  to  co- 
ordinate It.  Groups  from  across  the 
country  agreed  and  set  a  tentative  dale 
ol  October  14. 

GATE  would  like  this  lo  be  a  day  that 
will  ooWi  demonstrate  to  Ihe  authorities 
our  anger  at  the  liringof  John  Damien 
a/id  bring  inlo  public  view  the  demand 
for  "gay  rights  now ".  the  right  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  to  be  out  of  the  closet 
without  suffering  discrimination. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
Toronto 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah 

In  your  last  issue,  Robert  Martin's 
study  "Two  Days  In  Sodom"  gave  me  a 
new  insight  about  my  fascination  for  the 
English  world;  a  reverse  situation  to  his. 
I  could  say  thai  if  Quebec  for  English 
Canada  Is  Sodom,  tor  me,  a  French 
Canadian,  English  Canada  was 
Gomorrah:  full  of  exoticism,  a  different 
culture  and  a  new  language  with  no 
emotional  or  moral  ties  attached  10  It. 
Sex  and  love  were  no  longer  taboo,  my 
life  no  longer  bound  by  tradition,  family 
or  religion. 

The  article  opened  up  a  new  political 
perspective.  Let's  consider  a  parallel 
between  the  confrontation  ot  Quebec 
and  Canada  and  the  opposition  between 
the  "gay"  and  "straight"  lite  styles. 
Being  gay  In  an  exclusively 
heterosexual  society,  and  being 
Quebecois  in  a  strong  and  united 
Canada  could  be  compared  as  minority 
situations.  It's  necessary  for  Quebecois 
as  well  as  for  gays  to  affirm  the  human 
right  of  living  In  their  own  cultures  with 
no  stigma  or  disadvantage  attached, 
before  being  able  lo  live  as  Canadians. 

Unfortunately,  the  end  of  oppression 
is  still  far  away  because  It  is  based  on 
prejudice,  fear,  ignorance. 
Victor  Tramb  lay 
Vancouver 

Feminist,  not  lesbian 

While  I  appreciate  Judith  Crewe's 
remarks  about  my  poetry  In  the  an- 
thology Traces,  Alberta  Women's 
Poetry,  her  review  of  the  book  In 
'Lesbian  Poetry"  (TBP,  no.  35)  contained 
some  factual  errors  which  are  poten- 
tially damaging  to  myself,  and  to  other 
women  who  contributed  to  Ihe  an- 
thology. I  quote:  "Traces.  Alberta 
Women's  Poetry,  ed  Terry  McLeod, 
1975..  is  an  (unstated)  lesbian  an- 
thology and  not  at  all  representative  of 
Alberta  poetry,  so  the  title  is  something 
of  a  misnomer." 

At  the  time  ihe  book  was  published, 
Terry  McLeod  and  myseii  were  involved 
In  the  lesbian  community  in  Edmonton. 
However,  only  six  out  of  a  total  of 
eighteen  poets  in  Ihe  anthology  were,  lo 
my  knowledge,  lesbian.  Traces  was  nol 
intended  to  be  an  anthology  ol  lesbian 
poets  in  particular,  but  ot  Alberta 
women  poets  who  had  not  been 
published  before,  which  is  clearly  ex- 
plained in  the  foreword.  The  lact  that 
these  are  newly  published  poets  may 
explain  some  Inconsistency  in  the 
quality  of  Ihe  work,  but  I,  as  editor,  (not 
Terry  McLeod,  who  was  responsible  for 
the  layout  design  and  graphics)  chose 
the  poetry  included  in  the  book.  This  is 
also  clearly  stated  on  our  credits  page. 

Ot  the  poetry  in  the  book,  only  a  few 
poems  by  the  above  mentioned  Six 
women  could  possibly  be  characterized 
as  lesbian  poems,  and  then  another  in 
terestlng  question  comes  up  —  what 


criteria  can  one  use  tor  calling  written 
work  lesbian  —  that  it  was  written  by 
lesbians?  if  a  lesbian  writes  about  her 
experience,  can  that  be  called  lesbian 
writing,  no  matter  what  the  content' At 
any  rate,  lust  because  this  book  was 
edited  and  put  together  by  Terry  and 
myself.  I  don't  think  that  it  can  be  called 
a   lesbian  book"  as  Crewe  relers  to  it 
later  in  the  review  We  did  intend  the 
book  to  have  a  feminist  orientation,  but 
"lesbian"  and  "leminlst"  are  not 
(perhaps  unfortunately)  synonymous 
Trish  McFeely 
Berkeley.  California 

The  third  alternative 

Having  known  Michael  J  Sllversleln 
since  1969, 1  can  well  appreciate  Ihe  ac- 
curacy and  sensitivity  ot  Larry  Tate's 
story  aboul  Mike  in  your  June  Issue. 
There  is  much  to  be  learned  by  all  of  us 
from  Mike's  life  and  his  tragic  death  — 
as  well  as  from  his  writings  (three  ol  his 
essays  can  be  found  In  Our  ot  the 
Closets:  Voices  ol  Gay  Liberation,  and  I 
highly  recommend  them.)  We  who  are 
radical  tend  to  get  caught  between  want- 
ing social  change  now  and  believing 
that  signlf  icani  social  change  will  never 
take  place  Thus  we  get  caught  between 
two  extremes  in  time,  and  many 
ol  us,  like  Mike,  put  all  our  energy  into 
making  things  happen  now  And  many 
ot  us .  like  Mike,  wind  up  getting  "burn- 
ed out,"  and  either  we  move  out  to  dlf- 
lerenl  spaces  or  totally  drop  out,  as 
Mike  did  (or  in  less  drastic  ways),  be- 
cause Ihe  burden  makes  us  so  "tired," 

But  a  third  alternative  Is  to  find  for 
ourselves  the  space  we  need  to  Uveas 
individuals  as  well  as  movement  people. 
Sometimes  we  must  even  demand  that 
space,  but  stepping  out  ot  the  fray  for  a 
while  Is  not  cowardly:  it  may  be  the  best 
step  towards  winning  the  battle  In  Ihe 
long  run. 
Karla  Jay 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Ostromized? 

My  cat  and  companion  ot  eleven  months, 
Meg,  has  enlisted  my  services  In  order  lo 
communicate  her  displeasure  with  your 
anll-fellne  editorial  policy,  viz:  the  cat- in- 
the-blender  In  Ihe  "Comics"  section  of 
the  July/August  Body  Politic.  Meg, 
whose  full  name  Is  Margaret  (after  an 
expatriate  photographer  of  undoubted 
feline  disposition),  sees  in  this  attempt 
to  depict  pureed  pussy  a  kind  ol 
I  hostility  againsl  cats  which  is  rarely 
I  displayed  by  gay  males.  There  was  a 
1  time  when  cats  and  gays  formed  an 
amiable  alliance  against  the  macho 
I   numbers  who  lived  down  the  street  with 
I  iheirGermanshepherdsandDober- 
mans.  Many  a  gay  person  has  been 
saved  from  marauding  canines  through 
I   the  sophistication  of  Ihe  cat's  diver- 
i  sionary  techniques.  "Now what  dowe 

get."  mews  Meg.  "BUT  KITTIES  ABOUT 
I   TO  BE  OSTERIZEO?!  What  comes  next 
[  —cats  In  waffle  irons.  In  ovens?" 
Quite  frankly,  I  too  would  be  relieved 
If  you  refrained  from  publishing  any 
more  anti-feline  material,  as  life  in  our 
home  has  become  unbearable.  Meg  has 
taken  lo  wearing  old  Tory  campaign  but- 
tons; a  remarkable  feat  for  an  animal 
clad  only  in  fur,  you  must  admit.  She 
has  considerable  Influence  over  the 
other  cats  in  the  neighbourhood;  they've 
taken  to  gathering  In  groups  In  Ihe 
alleyways,  where  Ihey  discuss  the 
possibility  ol  organizing  a  Feline  Con- 
servative Riding  Association.  And  Meg 
has  relused  all  lood  and  will  only  drink 
orange  |uice  from  Florida.  It's  so 
humiliating,  to  be  seen  buying  (he 
stuff  —  but  I  can't  let  her  starve,  can  I? 
In  the  interests  of  justice,  enlighten- 
ment, and  yes,  domestic  tranquility,  we 
hereby  implore  you  to  cease  Ihe  prac- 
tice of  publishing  material  degrading  10 
cats,  and  to  take  up  a  pro-pussy  stance. 
(Mr)  Daniel  Healy 
(Ms)  Meg  Cat 
Toronto 
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Life 
together 

Bach  in  August  1973  Ontario  gays  held  their  first  meeting  ever  with  a  Cabinet 
minister  Eight  or  nine  ol  us  read  mm  a  brief  that  argued  for  adding  protections  for 
gay  people  10  the  Ontario  Human  Rtghis  Code  FernGuindon,  then  Minister  ol 
Labour,  listened  politely  to  Ihe  bnet.  listened  potnety  to  discussion  afterwards. 
asked  Ihe  total  membership  of  Ihe  groups  we  represenied,  and  refused  to  be 
photographed  wilh  us  "Because,"  as  an  aide  enpiained.  "he's  alraid  (he  photo  may 
be  used  againsl  him  In  his  riding." 

Four  years  later,  alier  ihe  Commission's  press  conference  announcing  its  sup- 
port lor  adding  "sexual  orientation"  to  the  Code,  Chairperson  Or  Thomas  Symons 
went  out  ot  his  way  lo  speak  to  one  of  Ihe  gays  present  His  name?  John  Oamien. 
Symons'  greeting  was  hardly  chummy,  bul  It  was  miles  away  from  Guindon's  closet 
lolerance 

(There  must  be  a  personal  drama  in  Symons' finally  supporting  Ihe  rights  of 
gay  people  He  is  the  brother  ol  wriier  Scott  Symons,  acquaintances  say  thai, 
since  Scoll's  gay  notoriety  developed,  Tom  has  hardly  spohen  to  him.) 

Only  one  lorce  is  responsible  tor  Ihe  lour  years  of  change  in  Ihe  proposal's  sup- 
port Ihe  organized  gay  movement  which  has  conslanlly  pressed  the  Commission 
loend  Ihelr  pretense  that  there  was  noanii-gay  discrimination.  The  Damien  case,  a 
number  of  less  publicized  ones,  and  umpteen  briefs  from  many  sources  have  made 
Ihe  difference. 

The  movemenl  chose  this  amendment  as  a  goal,  even  though  many  individuals 
Knew  lhal  Us  significance  was  more  symbolic  than  forceful.  And  the  movement  will 
continue  to  press  Ihe  Tories  lo  propose  the  amendment  In  the  Leglslalure,  and  lo 
work  for  lis  adoption  into  law. 

But  lor  now,  we  mighl  assess  Ihe  context  ol  the  proposal  —  and  what  il  mighl 
mean  tor  Ontario  gays  It  was  one  of  ninety-seven  proposals  lor  revisions  lo  Ihe 
Code  which  ihe  Commission  presenled  In  a  report  called  Lite  Together  Put  fhem 
all  logelher  and  you  have  —  as  Symons  (Tom)  pointed  oul  —  ellectivety  a  new 
Code.  (Lite  Together  even  offers  a  complete  new  Code  which  II  hopes  the  govern- 
ment, and  Ihe  legislaiors,  will  consider  In  toto.) 

It  seems  unlikely  lhal  fhe  Tones  will  support  the  whole  Ihing,  but  let's  see  what 
would  happen,  lor  us,  if  Ihe  new  Code  were  to  be  passed,  as  is,  tomorrow 

Lesbians  and  gay  men,  ot  course,  would  be  added  10  Ihe  categories  of  people 
protecled  under  Ihe  Code.  Protections  would  be  extended  lo  include  not  jusl  Jobs 
and  housing,  bul  Ihe  full  range  ot  services  and  facilities  available  lo  Ihe  public.  The 
Code  would  have  primacy  In  Ontario  public  policy  —  and  Ihus  apply  lo  areas  such 
as  OHIPand  Ihe  Ontario  Housing  Corporation  (both  ol  which  presently  exclude  gay 
couples),  as  well  as  Ihe  Ontario  Civil  Service. 

II  would  provide  for  exlenslve  research  inlo  anti-gay  discrimination,  for  broad 
public  education  programs,  and  for  Qay  human  rights  education  In  Ihe  schools,  II 
would  provide  a  slim  possibility  (or  alf  irmalive  action  programs,  and  a  belter  one 
lor  class  action  complaints. 

II  passed  In  toto.  we'd  have  a  lof  ot  leverage  lor  achieving  goals  lhal  the  Coalition 
lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  has  set  lor  Itself. 
Bul  a  loi  ot  problems  wllh  ihe  present  Code  would  remain. 
Despite  ihe  wide  range  of  proposals  Irom  ihe  Commission,  some  ol  Ihe  hey 
aspects  ol  Ihe  current  Code  which  have  met  objections  Irom  gays  will  not  be 
changed  Most  Imporlanl  Is  the  composlllon  of  the  Human  Rights  Commission  It- 
self CGRO  has  called  for  gay  representatives  on  Ihe  Commission;  Ihe  new 
proposal  for  appoinhng  Commissioners  Is  hardly  different  from  the  present 
procedure,  and  gays  have  no  assured  place  there,  Likewise,  there  is  no  clear 
procedure  for  removing  Commissioners  when  Ihey  violate  the  spirit  of  the  Code,  as 
Bromley  Armstrong's  recent  countenancing  of  attacks  on  gays  in  his  own  newspaper 
most  clearly  violated  II. 

The  new  Code  would  continue  to  work  by  private  negotiation  and  consensus 
whenever  possible  That  means  thai  when  a  complaint  is  filed  the  opposing  sides 
are  counselled  in  private;  only  when  a  private  resolution  is  impossible  is  a  Board  of 
Inquiry  called  for.  This  more  often  protects  the  "defendant"  —  who  can  turn  around 
and  repeat  his  ollence  next  week  with  no  one  but  the  Commission  Knowing  it's  a 
repeat  offence  —  than  it  does  the  "complainant." 

Vet  more  serious  is  Ihe  Haw  in  Lite  Together s  proposal  regarding  the 
Commission's  relation  lo  Ihe  Government.  The  Commissioners  say  that  they  seek 
an  autonomy  and  freedom  from  government  interference  that  is  both  real  and 
publicly  perceived  to  be  real. "  alluding  to  ihe  conflict-of-interest  that  is  now 
buNt  into  their  struciure.  (The  Commission  Is  now  a  branch  of  Ihe  Ministry  of 
Labour.  In  the  Damien  case,  for  example,  Ihe  Minister  of  Labour's  assent  would 
be  required  for  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to  Investigate  discrimination  oy  one  ol  her 
fellow  ministers'  If  the  Board  were  lo  recommend  prosecuting  him    Bette 
Stephenson's  assent  would  again  be  required  -  or  the  case  would'  simolv  be 
dropped!)  Now  the  Commissioners  recommend  removing  the  Commission  ' 
a  government  department,  bul  still  wnniri  rpn.nu  m;„,=„».;„i . .  ...... 


2H      ^P^rner,!.  °ul  s"»  *wW  'equire  ministerial  consent  for  lormTg 
rB?nl^K  T',?  a,nd  <0r  Pfosecu,ion!  Unless  the  Commission  is  completely 
£rtvT™  .     °i  k6  Le9,sla,u,e  or  to  s°™  o">er  body  independent  ot  the  governing 
party  it  will  still  be  in  apotentlal  conflict-of-interest. 

One  bothersome  proposal  for  Ihe  new  Code  would  permit  exemptions  in  every 
ca  egory  when  Ihey  "can  be  justified  as  legitimate  exceptions  to  the  general 
policy.     It  would  not,  however,  appear  to  be  possible  to  exempt  classes  ol 
people  —  say,  lo  exempl  high  school  teachers  and  camp  counsellors  from  Ihe 
SK8  9'Ven  93yS  ~  °eCauSe  ,he  e*emP"°n  ^  to  be  granted  only  on  a  case  by 

ft-«ifii«e"«"iHn  °f  ,ha'e  ",eraUj,e  would  be  extended  under  the  new  Code,  and  ao- 
™*rlV       ,*  apply  °  SUC"  atlacks  as  ,h03e  °°  0*ys  by  Bromley  Armstrong's 
newspaper.  (See  news  story,  p.  1 .  for  a  comment  on  this  by  CGRO  coordinator  Tom 

Dofa^bv  i  «tfr«MrtT^?er0utd  be  paSSed  by  ,he  leo-tSi'a<"fe  but  rendered  im- 
S?«h  i.VK  h  '° ,und  ,he  Comm'ssion  properly  The  Commission  is  askinq  for 

fn  r. Zt~     9V°  ^  0U'  "S  P'°Posals.  an°  omv  w.th  this  funding  could  , I  enter 
HniP  on?         and  edu«,lon  P'°9fams  that  would  be  potentially  helpful  w  gay 

m^'  T  comple,e' lhe  ne*  CMe  &  a  ™*ed  bag.  But  it  is  unliKely  lhal  the  govern- 
ment will  propose  more  than  a  few  amendment  -  of  the  ninety  seven  otferM^ 
lo  the  present  code  In  this  respect,  .1  is  important  that  the  press  has  choSo 
h  ghhghi  number  90  -  ,he  one  dealing  w,lh  sexual  onen.ahon  FoT  whaS  Belle 
fnacton  onVol°,ar^an<3  '^'L^  *°  n0WW"h  L"e  ^'ner.  '^ir  act Z  or 
to 5  a qu?eSh    ^  Cann°'  "■  $WeP' under  ,he  lhlck  0ueen's  Pafk  broadioom 

puI'down'easiTy"  °n"  * ""*■  ^ PUD"C '0US,' We  haven'1  come  ,hls  *» ,0  oe 

by  Michael  Lynch i_ 
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Media  murder 

by  Michael  Lynch 


The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  deplored  anti-gay 
discrimination.  The  Toronto  press  deplored  the  Human  Rights 
Commission.  And  when  a  boy  was  murdered  ten  days  later, 
columnists  and  newswriters  set  out  lo  inflame  the  public  against 
all  of  us. 


Also  in  the  news 

A  newsgay  summer,  indeed 


Huge  gay  rights  marches  everywhere.  Anita's  tragic  legacy  in  San 
Francisco.  Gallup  Poll  shows  majority  ol  Canadians  tor  gay 
rights.  Federal  NOP  comes  out  tor  gays.  Sunny  Saskatoon  hosts 
5th  National  Gay  Conference.  Vancouver  GATE  takes  the  Sun  to 
the  Supreme  Court. 


Gloria  Cameron 

by  Gerald  Hannon 


10 


Master  Corporal  in  the  Armed  Forces.  Lesbian.  When  they  fired 
her  (they're  firing  a  lot  of  lesbians  these  days),  she  told  the  whole 
country  Now,  she  tells  us  why. 


The  Camp  that  keeps  us  going 

by  Richard  Dyer 


11 


What  cocks  an  irresistable  snook0  What  catches  us  in  a  cleft 
stick?  What  can  encourage  flight  in  a  flurry  ot  chic?  What  puts  a 
clenched  fist  on  a  limp  wrist"  Whoops,  dearie,  you're  right  on' 


Play  Ball! 

by  Keith  Sly,  photos  by  Gerald  Hannon 


20 


A  home  run  can  be  twice  Ihe  fun  when  you  get  a  hug  and  kiss 
from  the  umpire.  Canada's  first  all-gay  baseball  team  prove  that 
diamonds  (baseball  variety)  can  be  a  boy's  best  friend. 

The  Shy  and  Stubborn  Activist        22 

Profile  by  Michael  Lynch 

For  Winnipeg's  Bill  Lewis,  microscopes  and  marches  mix  in 
Manitoba.  
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confer  en  co  refused  to  admit  lhai  any  of 

the  ann-gay  sensationalism  was  ln> 
proper  Oick  Beddoes  wrote  in  The 
Globe  that  the  media  had  "been  sen- 
sitive lo  the  rights  of  Ihe  accused"  and 
"careful  not  to  stimulate  antipathy 
toward  Ihe  homosexual  establishment." 

An  editorial  in  The  Sun  referred  to 
"thai  bizarre,  itl-conceived  (If  they'll  par- 
don ihe  expression)  homosexual  press 
conference  .Insisting  lhai  calling  a 
,  homosexual  murder  a 'homosexual 
;  murder'  Is  unlalr  to  homosexuals 
reveals  paranoia,  arrogance, 
callousness  "  Claire  Hoy,  the  Sun 
reporter  at  Ihe  conference,  had  been 
ordered  out  when  he  Insisted  on  calling 
all  gays  "fags." 

Nationally,  Ihe  etlects  were  felt  first 
in  Ihe  news  coverage  in  other  cities.  The 
CP  news  service  generally  parroted  Ihe 
j  Toronlopress  homophobia,  and  this 
was  picked  up  across  Ihe  country. 

Headlines  becamean  issue.  Despite 
Ihe  free  use  o(  "homosexual"  in  the 
,  body  of  the  stories,  none  of  the  Toronto 
papers  used  Ihe  word  In  a  headline. 
Likewise,  the  Ontario  papers  uslngthe 
CP  wire  stories  avoided  this  usage.  Bui 
the  Winnipeg  Tribune  ran  the  CP  story 
under  the  headline  "Shoeshlne  boy  was 
homosexual  victim,"  and  the  Vancouver 
Sun  headlined  "Boy  killed  aflergay  sex 
orgy."  Gays  In  Winnipeg  registered 
such  strong  objections  to  the  Tribune's 
headline  that  Ihe  paper's  ombudsman 
agreed  I o  print  more  gay- positive 
stories  In  the  near  future  as  a  corrective 
lo  the  damage  that  headline  may  have 
done. 

In  Ottawa,  the  Citizen  headlined  the 
same  CP  story  "Shoeshlne  boy  was 
sexually  abused."  David  Garmalse  of 
Gays  ol  Ottawa  (GO)  attributed  this 
caution  to  the  pressure  which  GO  put 
on  the  local  papers  aller  Ihe '"sex  ring 
scandal"  there  two  years  ago 

Only  after  a  week  of  media  assaults 
did  public  figures  outside  the  media 
begin  to  echo  Ihe  homophobia  they  had 
heard.  A  Progressive  Conservative  MP, 
Jake  Epp,  (Provencher,  Manitoba),  wrote 
lo  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
thai  Ihe  Gallup  Poll  showing  public 
support  for  gay  rights  was  no  longer 
valid.  "I  would  like  to  see  what  support 
you  have  now  after  what  has  taken  place 
In  Toronto  recently,"  he  wrote.  "What  Is 
needed  Is  not  protection  of 
homosexuals,  bul  for  Canadians  who 
are  nol  deviates." 

And  back  In  Ontario,  Attorney- 
General  Roy  McMurtry  enlarged  the 
province's  drive  against  the  Yonge 
Street  "strip"  to  Include  gay  hustlers. 
He  referred  lo  "an  alarming  Increase  In 
male  prostitution  in  Toronto"  and  said, 
erroneously,  that  this  was  "In  llagranl 
violation  ol  the  law."  McMurtry,  who, 
according  lo  Claire  Hoy,  "regularly  goes 
through  three  great  white  chargers  a 
month"  (he  was  leading  the  censorship 
campaign  a  tew  months  back;  see  TBP 
32),  asked  Ihe  federal  government  to 
restore  the  vagrancy  sections  of  ihe 
Criminal  Code  which  were  removed 
several  years  back  because  ot  their 
vagueness. 

What  caused  this  massive  media 
assault?  Toronto  gays  are  accustomed 
to  Ihe  annual  Star  attack,  which  for 
several  years  now  has  occurred  during 
the  August  dog  days.  But  a  GATE 
"Open  Letter  to  the  Gay  Community" 
argued  (hat  the  assault  was  In  direct 
response  to  gay  gains  during  the 
summer  the  gay  rights  Issue  In  the 
provincial  election  campaign,  two  large 
anti-Anita  marches  in  downtown  Toron- 
to, the  Gallup  Poll,  theOHRC  recom- 
mendation. "So  during  Ihe  early  sum- 
mer," said  ihe  letter,  "the  bigots  took  a 
beating.  A  counterattack  was 
Inevitable." 

GATE'S  account  seemed  to  be 
corroborated  by  Claire  Hoy,  the  Sun's 
Queen's  Park  correspondent  and  a 
leader  of  the  anti-gay  assault.  He  wrote 
on  August  10  lhat  gays  "complain  they 
haven't  been  gelling  the  press  they 
deserve  I  agree.  Until  recently,  Ihe 
coverage  they  got  was  far  too  soft,  ac- 
cepting their  line  about  how  wonderlui 
gay  life  Is  when  in  fact  it's  not.  M's  un- 
natural and  sick  Period  " 

"Claire  Hoy  is  remarkably  candid," 
!  said  Barnes  "He  says  ouinghl  what 

we've  said  all  along:  much  of  the  press 
«/Body  Politic 


15  Knowingly  and  intentionally  out  logel 
us  But  we're  encouraged  by  Ihe 
absence,  m  most  of  the  later  reports,  of 
inflammatory  phrases  such  as 
"homosexual  murder " 

The  anil-gay  attacks  were  ac- 
celerating even  belore  the  OHRC  report. 
;  DavldScott-Atkinson, whose 
homophobia  last  winter  was  reported  in 
TBP,  no  29,  wrole  a  column  July  6 
'  cailed"JudaswasaQueen"in the 

Mlssissauga  News.  On  July  15,  McKen- 
'  zie  Porter  wrote  a  vehement  attack  in 
i  Ihe  Sun  {see  Trash,  page  24).  However, 
'  despite  the  mass  of  this  kind  of 
material,  some  voices  were  heard  In 
support  of  gays.  Most  were  In  Ihe  Let- 
ters columns,  but  some  were  editorial. 
TheGlobe,  the  Windsor  Star.  Ihe  Mon- 
treal Gazette  were  among  the  papers 
which  ran  editorials  supporting  the 
OHRC  recommendation.  Several 
columnists  were  also  rational  and  sup- 
ponive  (see  box  this  page.) 

The  CBC  National  News  ran.  on  July 
21,  a  very  Insightlul  background 
segment  on  the  gay  movement  and  gay 
discrimination.  The  CTV  National 
covered  Ihe  Hislop/ Warner  press  con- 
ference accurately. 

Would  this  assault  damage  the 
passage  ol  the  OHRC  recommendation 
if  Ihe  Tory  government  ever  submits  II  lo 
Ihe  Legislature?  Gay  leaders  In  Ontario 
tend  lo  give  a  cautious  "no"  to  Ihis 
queslion.  They  recall  that  Ihe  Toronto 
City  Council  resolution  on  gay  job 
rights,  four  years  ago,  passed  by  a  large 
majority,  even  though  the  debate 
followed  close  upon  a  local  murder 
similar  lo  Ihe  Jaques  case.  Many  of 
them  have  been  Interviewed  by  the  non- 
gay  media,  and  repeatedly  make  the 
point  that  violence  is  nol  a  typically  gay 
phenomenon.  And  they  are  quick  to 
point  out  thai  Ihe  homophobia  which 
was  generated  so  quickly  shows,  it 
anything  does,  just  how  badly  gay 
protections  are  needed. 

by  Michael  Lynch 
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What  some  ol  them  said 

David  Scolt-Aikinson,  The  Mlssissauga 
News.  July6  "Judas  Iscarlol,  as  everyone 
knows,  was  a  lag.  There  Is  nothing  gay 
aboul  being  a  I'ull.  ,  II I  had  ever  lound 
one  ol  my  kids  being  taught  by  a  (airy,  1 
would  have  removed  my  ollsprlng  Irom 
Ihe  class,  and  probably  the  school ." 

Nicholas  von  Hotlman,  Trie  Montreal 
Gazelle,  July  7  "Whal  these  proposals 
boll  down  lo  Is  lhai  the  rights  ol  all 
citizens  be  curtailed  lo  establish  Ihe  right 
ol  an  obnoxious  Iruily  queen  to  move  in 
where  she's  not  wanted 

Claire  Hoy,  The  Toronto  Sun,  July  22.  "I 

don't  want  the  slate  teaching  my  kids  Ihe 

wonders  ol  being  a  lag  Doyou?  Ibelleve 


d  like  one. 

Editorial,  The  Globe  ana  Melt,  July  26. 
"Should  not  protection  ot  homosexual 
nghls  be  dependent  on  a  reciprocal  right 
Of  minors  to  be  free  Irom  efforts  at  con- 
version? II  Ihe  public  were  assured  on 
that  count,  opposition  (lo  Ihe  OHRC 

Editorial,  The  Montreal  Star,  July  28.  The 
OHRC  proposal  "would  be  in  line  with 
public  opinion  findings  In  Ihls  country, 
bul  nol  wllh  present  policy  ot  Ihe  lederal 
government.  II  ihe  Ontario  government 
enacts  its  commission's  worthy  proposal, 
the  lederal  government  would  lose  an  ex- 
cuse lor  nol  doing  whal  It,  too,  ought  to        I 
do" 

Betly  Lee,  The  Weekend  Magazine 
Augusl  1.  "The  point  that  Bryant  has 
missed  by  a  country  kilometre  is  that  the      ' 
greatest  poiential  danger  to 
children  —  moral,  physical,  or  menial  —      I 
does  nol  exist  among  slrangers,  deviant       j 
or  otherwise  Their  mosl  deadly  enemies      i 
can  often  turnoul  to  be  right  there  in  Ihe 
home  —  their  own  "straight"'  parents.  Lay 
oil  Ihe  gays,  Anita." 

Roben  Fullord.  The  Toronto  Star,  Augusl      I 
6  "I  tell  you  trial  at  least  a  dozen  ol  Ihe 
brightest,  bravest  artists  I  know  are 
homosexuals,  and  that  my  children  would 
be  very  lucky  to  have  any  orauol  Ihemas 
role  models." 

Scott  Young.  The  Globe  and  Mall,  Augusl 
a   "Thegavsshouidieiithenuisamong       ! 
Ihem  —  the  ones  who  wanlto  teach  their    i 
bianchlme  se«  lo  children  or  youths  —         I 
to  shut  up." 


N  DP  adds 

gay  demands  to  party 

policy 

The  Federal  New  Democratic  Party  (NOP| 
has  1  ol  towed  the  lead  ol  its  provincial 
counterparts  in  Ontario  and  Saskat- 
chewan and  has  come  out  tor  gay  nghts. 

In  full  plenary,  Ihe  NDP  Convention 
meeting  in  Winnipeg  at  the  beginning  ot 
July,  accepted  as  party  policy  the  basic 
c™i  nghts  demands  ol  ihe  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (NGRCi.  including  Ihe 
right  of  gay  parents  lo  custody  ol  their 
children.  The  NGRC  demands  no!  passed 
were  those  relating  lo  the  Criminal  Code. 

Voting  850  for  the  gay  righls  resolution 
toaboul  50  against,  Ihe  vasl  majority  of 
delegates  agreed  with  a  delegate  Irom 
Halifax:  "At  long  last,  what  a  sensible 
vote.1  Gay  rights  should  have  been 
recognized  long  ago." 

The  only  delegate  to  speak  againsl  the 
resolution  was  greeted  wllh  hisses  when 
he  claimed,  "I  don't  ca/e  if  I  sound  like 
Anita  Bryant  —  the  rights  of  our  children 
are  too  important  lo  allow  these  people 
the  prolecllon  ot  Ihe  law." 

Gay  rights  resolutions  have  been 
passed  by  5  riding  associations  across 
the  country  The  resolution  brought  to  the 
national  convention  came  from  Edmonlon 
East  There  was  an  attempt  to  add  a  sec- 
tion dealing  with  the  Criminal  Code 
amendments  called  for  by  the  NGRC. 
Fears  thai  the  whole  resolution  might 
suffer  defeat  because  of  the  contro- 
versial nature  of  these  demands  led  to  a 
decision  not  to  do  so. 

Credit  lor  adoption  of  the  plank  must 
go  largely  to  the  NDP  Gay  Caucus. 
The  group  introduced  the  resolutions  In 
local  ridings  and  did  carelul  background 
work  for  the  convention,  talking  to  In- 
dividual delegates,  musiering  Ihe  support 
ol  other  special  interest  groups  and 


The  most  sympathetic  group  al  the 
conlerence  was  Ihe  women's  committee 
A  temlnlsl  Irom  British  Columbia  helped 
introduce  Ihe  resolution  In  plenary  And  in 
the  workshops  the  women  supported  It, 
persuading  Ihe  other  delegates  aboul  Ihe 
lesbian  nght  to  child  custody.  The  support 
was  returned  when,  on  resolutions  con- 
cerning rape  and  abortion,  the  Gay 
Caucus  endorsed  the  women's  positions. 

The  support  of  labour  delegates  was 
also  crucial.  Labour  speakers  helped 
speed  the  debate  of  three  ol  their  own 
resolutions  so  lhai  there  would  be  time  lo 
consider  the  gay  proposals. 

Even  the  "Right  to  Life"  conlingenl 
supported  the  resolution,  although  the 
Gay  Caucus  made  it  clear  that  the  support 
was  not  mutual. 

Ed  Broadbent,  leader  of  the  federal 
New  Democratic  Party,  in  a  letter  lo  After 
Stonewall,  wrole:  "I  want  lo  assure  you  Of 
my  own  view  lhai  homosexual  individuals 
have  the  right  lo  live  their  lives  as 
homosexuals  with  exactly  the  same 
freedom  and  liberties  enjoyed  by  other 
Canadian  citizens." 

Commenting  on  the  NDP  vote,  the 
NGRC  has  said  in  its  newsletter,  "This 
consti  lutes  a  major  victory  in  Ihe  federal 
political  arena" 

by  John  Argue  Q 
The  Resolution 
BE  IT  RESOLVED  thai  Ihe  New 
Democratic  Party  urges: 

•  The  Inclusion  of  the  term 'sexual 
orientation'  as  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discriminallon  In  the  Canadian  Bill  of 
Rights  and  in  the  proposed  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act. 

•  The  strengthening  of  Ihe  proposed 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  to  provide 
meaningful  penalties  for  violators, 

•  The  inclusion  of  the  term  'sexual 
orientation' as  a  p/ohibi  led  ground  ol 
discrimination  m  the  Public  Service 
Employment  Act  and  the  Public  Service 
Staft  Relations  Acl  to  protect 
homosexuals  from  discrimination  in  all 
departments  ol  ihe  public  service. 

•  That  sexual  orientalion  not  be  a 
cmenon  m  determining  security 
clearances  for  employees  in  any  branch 
ot  the  public  service. 

•  The  Labour  Movement  to  seek  in  all 
their  conlract  negotiations  the  inclusion 
In  collective  agreements  of  protection 


•  The  inclusion  ot  the  lerm  sexual 
oriental  ion'  as  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discrimination  in  any  new  Immigration 
legislation 

•  That  the  Solicitor-General  instruct  Ihe 
RCMP  not  to  discriminate  against  or 
harass  Individuals  or  groups  by  reason 
ol  their  sexual  orientation. 

•  Thai  a  parent's  sexual  orientation  not 
be  an  adverse  t actor  in  cases  ol  child 
custody,  and  thai  parents  not  be  denied 
custody  on  the  grounds  ot  homosexual 

•  That  all  references  to  homosexuality 

and  homosexual  acts  be  removed  from 
Ihe  Divorce  Aci. 


New  immigration  act 
drops  gay  exclusion 

With  Ihe  adoption  ol  anew  Immigration 
Act  that  makes  no  reference  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  homosexuals  Irom  Ihe  coun- 
try, Ihe  National  Gay  Righls  Coalition 
[NGRC)  can  celebrate  Its  first  victory  on 
a  federal  level.  This  comes  after  five 
years  of  work  on  ihe  issue  by  Ihe 
Canadian  gay  movement. 

The  victory  Is  muled  by  certain 
clauses  that  could  be  used  to  bar  gays 
Irom  Ihe  country.  Possible  association 
with  "subversive  groups"  or  with  those 
likely  to  commit  criminal  activity  are 
grounds  tor  exclusion.  II  an  Individual 
has  been  lound  to  engage  in  "criminal 
activity"  in  Ihe  past,  though  there  may 
have  been  no  conviction,  Immigration 
olllcials  can  refuse  entry.  Such  seclions 
of  Ihe  act  could  be  applied  to  gays  In- 
volved in  political  work  who  wish  to  en- 
ter the  country, 

The  act  also  slates  lhat  no  one  can  be 
denied  entry  to  Ihe  country  on  Ihe  basis 
ot  age,  sex,  race,  creed,  colour, 
religion. ..etc.  Sexual  orientation  Is  not 
in  the  list. 

The  Body  Politic  was  a  co-sponsor  ol 
a  July  demonstration  held  In  Toronto  by 
the  Working  Committee  on  immigration 
to  oppose  the  reactionary  and  racist 
aspects  of  the  new  Immigration  Act. 
• 

Our  Canadian  readers  should  note 
that  homosexuality  is  still  grounds  tor 
exclusion  Irom  the  United  States. 

A  Toronto  lesbian  was  recently 
refused  entry  to  the  United  States  when 
a  border  ottlcial  saw  her  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  Lesbian  Caucus  mem- 
bership card.  A  second  attempt  the  next 
day  at  a  different  crossing  was  also  un- 
successful as  all  border  crossings  in 
the  area  had  been  notified. 

Canadian  gays  planning  to  enter  the 
US  should  keep  in  mind  that  documents 
revealing  their  homosexuality,  andpar- 
ttcularly  any  involvement  in  the  gay 
movement,  may  prevent  their  crossing 
the  border 

Majority  endorse 
gay  rights 

A  majority  ot  Canadians  (52%)  believe 
that  homosexuals  should  be  protected 
under  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
from  discriminalion  In  employment  and 
In  access  to  public  services.  Opposition 
to  the  proteciion  is  expressed  by  30% 
of  Canadian  adults,  while  18%  can't 
say. 

These  Gallup  Poll  figures,  released  at 
ihe  end  of  June,  conllrm  the  opinion  of 
gay  liberationists  in  Ihls  country  lhai 
the  majority  of  Canadians  support  one 
of  the  major  demands  ot  the  gay 
movement, 

"These  figures  will  be  used,"  says 
John  Duggan  ol  Ihe  National  Gay  Righls 
Coalition,  "to  press  for  an  amendment 
lo  the  new  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
to  include  sexual  orientation.  The 
politicians  can  no  longer  say  lhat  the 
Canadian  public  is  not  yet  ready  lo  sup- 
port protection  for  gays." 

Slgnif  icanlly  more  women  (56%)  lhan 
men  believe  Ihe  Act  should  include 
protection  for  homosexuals  Opposition 
lo  this  idea  is  sllghlty  higher  among 
men  (32%)  than  women  (28%). 

Personal  in-home  interviews  were 
conducted  wllh  i,056adulls  during  the     I 
lust  week  of  May  A  sample  ot  this  sue 
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The  Question  was 
-In  in*  proposed  Canadian  Human 
Right!  Acl,  there  has  been  no  provision 
mad*  'or  pro  taction  ol  homosexuals 
from  ditcrlml nation  In  employment  and 
in  access  lo  public  services  In  your 
opinion,  should  such  a  provision  be  In- 
Cludad  or  not?" 

•  •j  Mo,  WiouK)  Pont 


Police  hit  gays 
in  city-wide 
crackdown 

This  summer  Montreal  was  once  again 
the  scene  ol  a  systematic  police  crack* 
down  against  the  gay  community. 

Prior  to  trie  1976  Olympic  Games, 
hundreds  were  arrested  and  charged  In 
a  similar  "clean-up"  which  sparked  a 
demonstration  ol  300  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Though  the  presenl  campaign 
never  reached  the  proportions  ol  lasl 
year's  wave  ol  repression,  [he  cops 
carried  oil  a  sustained  series  ol  raids 
|  and  arrests  over  the  summer. 
I      On  July  4,  more  lhan  10  cops  —  one 
|  with  a  machinegun  —  raided  Ihe  Studio 
One,  a  popular  gay  men's  disco.  Under 
the  phony  pretext  that  "we're  looking 
lor  someone"  and  "the  boss  was  im- 
polite to  us,"  Ihey  heldpairons  lor  over 
one  hour,  and  handculled  15  who  were 
taken  to  the  station  and  later  released 
without  charges 

The  proprietor  of  the  establishment 
hied  a  complaint  charging  blatant 
harassmenl. 

That  same  week  police  raided  another 
mens  disco,  Le  Jardln,  and  Bud's,  a 
men's  bar 

The  weekend  ot  July  16-17,  Trux  was 
also  raided,  and  police  intimidated  gay 
people  In  tronl  ol  Le  Jardln  by  calling 
ihem  "faggots." 

Equally  outrageous  tactics  were  em- 
ployed on  Mounl  Royal,  a  popular 
cruising  area.  While  police  have  usually 
limited  their  harassment  to  shining  high 
-     beams,  on  at  least  one  occasion  In  July 
■      mounted  horses  were  used.  Another 
%  I  lime  dogs  were  let  loose. 

1  Police  patrol  cars  also  stepped  up 

2  I  their  "surveillance"  of  Pare  Latontaine. 
I     Instances  ol  harassmenl  were  reported 

almost  nightly  over  Ihe  summer  months. 
Police  reponedly  ihrealened  lo 
break  mens'  legs  if  they  returned  Other 
times  patrol  cars  drove  al  high  speeds 
I  on  sidewalks  to  slop  passersby, 
I  question  them,  and  slander  them  as 
'  "faggots." 

I       Bruce  Garside  lold  The  Body  Politic 
I  IhatGaytlne  and  Ihe  Gay  Social  Ser- 
I  vices  Project  have  received  "continual 
reports  of  arrests," 
This  latest  wave  of  repression 
j  motivated  the  Anti-Repression  Commit- 
tee of  the  Association  pour  les  Droits 
des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  (ADGO)  to  write 
1  the  President  of  the  Quebec  Police 
Commission.  Judge  Roger  Gosselln,  to 
demand  that  he  "urgently  open  an  In- 
I  vestlgation  Inlo  police  repression 
I  against  gays..." 

I      II  was  decided  at  ADGQ's  July 
I  General  Assembly  that  one  of  the  main 
]  demands  of  ihe  demonstration  coin- 
:  elding  with  Ihe  First  National  Congress 
,  for  Gays  and  Lesbians  In  Quebec  in  Oc- 
lober  will  bean  end  to  this  unabated 
police  crackdown.  Other  public  actions 
may  be  undertaken  in  the  meantime. 
In  a  two-page  series  of  articles  on 
homosexuality  and  gay  liberation,  Ihe 
Montreal  Star  produced  its  lltsl  major 
,  arlicleongaysinthlscity  Inthatsenes 
of  articles,  ihe  cops  categorically 
denied  any  harassment.  "We  couldn't 
t  carelesstl  thereareiOgaysinabaror 
none/claimed  Dei.  Lieut.  Ken  Abraham, 
chiel  detective  of  Station  10.  "We 
accept  homosexuality  as  another 
:  aspect  otmodernOay  living  " 

Another  officer  even  alleged  that  the 
police  don't  "discriminate"  against  the 
gay  community  As  long  as  they  don't 
September 


make  trouble,  we  feat  them  as  we 
would  anyone  else."  he  said  "But  if  we 
are  checking  a  bar  and  find  indecent 
acts  going  on.  we  must  lake  action  " 
Bui  the  cops'  "morality"  crusade 
went  much  beyond  the  gay  community 
On  July  7  Ihe  "Morality  Squad"  raided 
1 1  sex  shops  in  Ihe  Montreal  area, 
arrested  and  charged  12  proprietors  or 
managers  lai  least  oneot  whom  was 
gay)  with  selling  "obscene  materials." 

The  raids  came  on  Ihe  heels  ot  a 
Supreme  Court  ol  Canada  decision  on  a 
case  in  St  Catherines,  Ontario,  which 
ruled  thai  the  display  ol  "obscene"  ob- 
lectsin  ihe  windows  ol  a  sex  shop  was 
illegal  During  these  raids  police  seized 
vibrators  which  can  be  found  in  almost 
any  cigar  siore  in  Montreal.  Other  items 
taken  as  well. 

A  Committee  Against  Sexual 
Repression,  composed  of  concerned 
cllizens,  was  initialed  Ihe  night  of  the 
raids.  The  committee  issued  a  press 
release  denouncing  the  cops'  actions. 
"The  articles  seized  in  these  raids  are 
available  everywhere,"  Ihe  statement 
declared.  "If  the  police  applied  this  in- 
terpretation of  the  ruling,  ail  Ihe  cigar 
stores,  many  newspapers,  and  Con- 
sumers' Distributors  would  be  liable  to 
court  proceedings." 

In  Ihe  pasl  two  years,  the  morality 
squad  has  closed  65  massage  parlors, 
Illicit  pholo  studios  and  sex  shops, 
making  Montreal,  In  their  words,  "a 
cleaner  cify  than  Toronto." 

"These  raids  affeel  not  only  ihe  per- 
sons charged,"  explained  the 
spokesperson  ol  ihe  committee,  Ron 
Dayman.  "They  alfeel  the  righls  of  all  to 
sexual  freedom..." 

"This  ongoing  campaign  ot  police 
repression,"  Dayman  continued, 
"clearly  demonstrates  once  again  thai 
the  only  eflecllve  strategy  to  light  back 
harassment  of  the  gay  community  is  to 
rely  on  Ihe  power  of  our  own  numbers  in 
public  protesls,  noi  on  seeking  police 
liaisons  and  backroom  secret  meetings 
with  our  oppressors." 

by  Stuart  RussellU 


The  new  storefront  oflices  ol  the 
Association  pour  les  Drolls  des  GaKe)s  du 
Quebec  (ADGQ).  at  1264  Sl-Tlmothee  in 
downtown  Monlreal. 

ADGO  is  a  Monlreal  gay  liberation 
organization  founded  last  October.  Ills 
dedicated  to  a  public  struggle  tor  gay  civil 
rights  and  Ihe  repeal  ot  anti-gay  legislation. 

In  a  precedent  selling  move.  Ihe  landlord 

agreed  to  Include  a  special  anil- 

dlscrimlnallon  clause  In  ADGQ's  lease: 
"Nobody  can  refuse  to  grant  Ihe  lease,  or 
exercise  discrimination  on  the  grounds  of 
sexual  oriental  Ion." 

The  olllce.  near  Ihe  Berrf-de-Monilgny 
Metro  station.  Is  open  Monday  to  Friday.  7  lo 


Anita  aftermath: 
a  new  visibility, 
a  tragic  death 

Repercussions  of  the  Anila  Bryant  anti- 
gay  crusade,  and  the  attendant  upsurge 
in  gay  activism,  continue  throughout 
Ihe  United  Stales.  While  contestants  for 
a  national  leenage  beauty  contesl  voted 
Bryant  "Americas  greatest  American," 
Ihe  National  Coalition  ot  American 
Nuns,  an  organization  of  1800  Roman 
Catholic  Sislers,  came  out  strongly  in 
favour  of  civil  rights  tor  gay  people.  In 
Denver,  a  National  Gay  Leadership  Con- 
ference was  held,  sponsored  by  some  of 


the  largest  US  gay  organizations 

Inotably,  ihe  National  Gay  Task  Force 
and  MCC).  In  San  Francisco,  which  wit- 
nessed a  gay  pride  parade  ot  250,000 
people,  a  gay  activist  group  has  asked 
the  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mission to  extend  the  broadcast  fair- 
ness doctrine  to  lei  gays  appear  on 
television  lo  counter  criticisms  ol  their 
lifestyles, 

Ms  Bryant,  meanwhile,  has  been 
dropped  by  her  talent  agency  because 
ol  ihe  agent's  opposition  to  her  new 
book,  Save  Our  Children;  One  Woman's 
Crusade  Against  the  Sin  ol  Homo- 
sexuality, The  book  has  noi  as  yet  been 
released,  and  the  response  of  the 
organized  gay  community  to  its  ap- 
pearance and  sale  cannot  yel  be 
gauged.  One  reason  lor  the  publication 
delay  has  been  the  suit  filed  by  a  group 
called  "Save  Ihe  Children,1'  a  46-year-old 
non-proli!  group  which  solicits  money 
lor  under-privileged  children.  It  is  at- 
tempting lo  prevent  the  Bryant  lorces 
Irom  using  Ihe  name  "Save  Our 
Children." 

Despite  some  earlier  press  reports 
suggesting  lhat  Ms  Bryant  was  going  to 
be  dropped  as  spokesperson  for  the 
Florida  citrus  industry,  such  has  not 
been  the  case,  II  seems  lhat  marketing 
studies  indicated  that  her  anti-gay  stand 
hadn'l  hurt  her  effectiveness  as  Ihe  ad- 
vertising symbol  (or  the  industry.  It  has, 
however,  been  reported  that  in  renewing 
her  conlract,  the  Florida  Citrus  Com- 
mission has  extracted  a  promise  from 
Ms  Bryant  that  she  will  sofl-pedal  t^e.r 
anli-gay  crusade. 

In  an  editorial,  Gay  Community  News, 
a  widely  respected  Boston  gay  weekly, 
slated  lhat  "her  reported  agreement  not 
to  lead  a  national  crusade  may  well 
emerge  as  the  best  of  all  possible 
worlds.  Bryant  may  therefore  withdraw 
Irom  Ihe  Held  of  battle  without  being 
able  to  utter  Ihe  cry  ol  martyrdom  thai 
gay  pressure  deprived  her  of  her  civil 
right  to  employment." 

One  major  etlect  of  Ihe  struggle  bet- 
ween the  pro-  and  anti-gay  forces  has 
been  Ihe  signilicantly  increased  media 
coverage  of  gay  civil  rights  issues.  For 
example,  Boston's  NBC-televlslon  af- 
filiate presented  a  week-long  series  of 
special  programming  on  the  subjeel  ol 
"Gay  Righls  —  Who's  flight?",  and  both 
ihe  Gallup  and  Harris  polling 
organizations  did  some  extensive  Inler- 
viewing  on  public  reaction  to  the  gay 
issue.  The  results,  which  will  probably 
influence  Ihe  content  of  future  public 
education  activities,  were  In  many  ways 
qulle  fascinating.  Those  polled  by 
Gallup  approved  of  "equal  righls  in  lerms 
of  job  opportunilles,  in  general,"  by 
a  margin  ol  56%  to  33%.  and  in  the 
Harris  poll,  54%  favoured  a  law  thai 
"outlawed  discrimination  against  homo- 
sexuals in  any  job  lor  which  they  are 
qualified." 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  Gallup  Poll, 
65%  were  against  allowing  gay  people 
to  be  teachers,  and  54%  were  against 
allowing  gay  people  into  Ihe  clergy 
(66%  Ihoughi  it  okay  for  gay  people  to 
become  artists!).  The  upsurge  in  gay 


as  yet  still  at  large,  had  been  seen 
throwing  eggs  and  shouting  obscenities 
at  persons  attending  the  dance  And  in 

San  Francisco,  Robert  Hillsborough,  a 
33-year-oid  gay  man,  was  savagely 
beaten  todeaihoutside  his  home  Wit- 
nesses claim  the  attackers  shouted 
"faggot,  faggot"  and  that  one  of  them 
also  shouted  "Here's  one  tor  An  Hal" 
Hillsborough's  family  has  launched  a  5 
million  dollar  damage  suit  against 
Anita  Bryant  and  Save  Our  Children, 
Inc.,  charging  that  there  had  been  a 
conspiracy  between  Bryant  and  other 
homophobes  in  order  to  "deprive 
Hillsborough  and  his  Iriends  ol  the  right 
to  Iravel  safely  on  city  streets.  lobe 
secure  in  their  homes  and  vehicles,  and 
lo  hold  jobs  and  practice  religion,  all 
without  discrimination  "  The  San  Fran- 
cisco Human  Rights  Commission  sent  a 
protest  telegram  to  Anita  Bryanl  which 
said,  "This  man's  blood  is  on  your 
hands" 

by  Harvey  Hamburg 


Pro-gay  MP  to  head 
Rights  Commission 

Gordon  Falrwealher,  a  proponent  ol  Ihe 
Inclusion  ol  sexual  orientation  In  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act,  has  been 
appointed  by  ihe  Prime  Minister  as  head 
of  the  commission  lhat  will  administer 


Ihen 


v  Acl 


visibility  has  resulted  in  68%  ol  Ihe 
public  feeling  that  homosexuality  is 
more  widespread  than  It  was  25  years 
ago.  and  55%  of  those  surveyed  said 
that  gays  are  Ihe  most  discriminated 
against  group  in  American  society 
(followed  by  Blacks  and  Puerto  Hicans). 
The  post-Miami  anti-gay  backlash  has 
not  been  without  its  victims  In  Miami,  a 
27-year-old  man  was  shoi  and  wounded 
as  he  was  leaving  a  gay  street  dance 
Witnesses  reported  that  the  atlackers, 


Falrwealher  comes  Irom  the  front 

ranks  of  the  Progressive  Conservative 
Parly,  and  has  served  for  25  years  as  the 
member  lor  New  Brunswick's  Fundy- 
Royal.  Inge  Hansen,  now  penitentiaries 
ombudsman,  and  Rita  Cadleux,  director 
ol  the  CBC's  equal  opportunity  office, 
will  become  Fairweather's  assistants 
on  Ihe  commission,  to  be  established 
September  1,11  will  deal  with  charges  of 
discriminallon  on  grounds  ol  race, 
religion,  age,  sex.  marital  status, 
physical  handicap  or  pardoned  criminal 
offense 

Missing  from  the  list  Is  sexual  orien- 
tation lis  Inclusion  was  opposed  by 
Justice  Minister  Ron  Basford  during  the 
debates  on  the  Acl  in  Parliament.  An  at- 
tempt by  Fairweather  lo  amend  the  Act 
to  Include  sexual  orientation  failed  In 
committee  (see  TSP,  no.  34)  Basford 
did.  however,  Indicate  thai  the  com- 
mission would  be  free  to  recommend 
changes  to  the  Acl  once  it  had  begun  Its 
work,  and  that  sexual  orientation  could 
be  included  al  that  lime,  Fairweather's 
appointment  is  seen  by  movement 
leaders  as  making  such  a  recommen- 
dation possible. 

"Canadian  gays  welcome  the  appoint- 
ment of  Fairweather  as  Canada's  first 
human  rights  commissioner,"  com- 
mented National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
spokesperson  David  Garmalse.  "With a 
supporter  heading  Ihe  commission  we 
will  press  for  an  early  amendment  to  the 
Act  to  include  sexual  orientation," 

By  Oavld  Gibson 


Women  harbour 
history 

A  Women's  Archives  has  been 
organized  in  Toronto  to  record  and 
preserve  the  history  ol  the  women's 
movement  in  Canada 

The  files  of  The  Other  Woman 
newspaper  form  the  core  ol  the  collec- 
tion. As  a  focal  point  of  the  women's 
movement  in  Canada  for  Ihe  past  five 
years,  the  paper  was  the  recipient  of  a 
wide  variety  ol  malerial  from  across  the 
country. 

in  announcing  the  lormation  ol  ihe 
archives,  Pat  Leslie,  formerly  of  The 
Other  Woman  collective,  stated,  "much 
of  whal  is  in  ihe  possession  of  the 
Women's  Archives  Is  Invaluable,  in- 
cluding documents  of  the  earliest 
phases  ol  Ihe  movement." 

The  new  archives  actively  seeks  any      : 
new  material  which  reltects  Ihe  story  of    | 
women  in  Canada.  Its  address  Is: 
Women's  Archives,  P.O  Box  928, 
Station  Q,  Toronto.  Onlario. 

byJamesFraser 
Body  PoJltlc/5 
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ft  ■■»»■  he  Armed  Forces  couldn't  ca/e 
I      less  Ida!  I  had  lop  marks  and 
I     .j  i.j  my  Job  well."  said  Barbara 
Thornborrow.  the  lesbian  recently  lired 
!  Irom  the  Forces  because  ol  her 
sexuality  "The  biggest  thing  we  have  to 
i  do  is  to  lei  people  know  that  this  kind  of 
discrimination  goes  on." 
!      Thornborrow  gave  a  rousing  keynote 
address  to  (he  Sth  Annual  Gay  Con- 
.  ference  that  took  place  In  Saskatoon 
,  over  the  July  weekend.  Following  her 
address,  a  march  ol  the  250  delegates, 
headed  by  75  lesbians,  took  the  gay 
cause  through  the  streets  ol  Saskatoon 
10  City  Hall.  By  the  end  ol  the  afternoon. 
gays  were  dancing  makeshift  polkas  In 
i re  streets  as  well,  lo  the  bemusemenl 
ol  the  Saskatchewan  onlookers  who 
had  gathered  lor  the  Liberal  Party's 
Canada  Day  celebrations, 

II  was  a  conterence  marked  by  high 
spirits  and  hard  work.  Around  thirty 
member  groups  Irom  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (NGRC)  were  represent 
ted.  and  three  dozen  workshops  ham- 
mered out  most  of  the  thirty-one 
motions  lhat  were  debated  at  the  final 
plenary  session. 

Several  dances,  two  elaborate  book 
displays,  an  an  show,  lesbian  culture 
sessions,  and  a  "Super  Coffee  House" 
rounded  out  the  live-day  even).  Two 
welcome  Incidents  from  the  outside 
helped  raise  everyone's  spirits:  news  or 
the  Gallup  Poll,  near  the  beginning  of 
the  conference,  and  news  ol  the  gay 
rights  ptank  In  the  national  NDPplai- 
lorm,  near  the  end. 

Careful  planning  by  the  host  group  — 
the  Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre 
—  and  the  warmly  receptive  at- 
mosphere Ol  Saskatoon  llselt  were  also 
frequently  menlloned  as  factors  In  the 
Conference's  success. 

The  major  decisions  taken  by  the  con- 
terence Involved  both  internal  structure 
and  external  action.  External  under- 
takings included  plans  for  a  National 
Day  of  Protesl  in  October  which  will  use 
the  John  Damlen  case  as  a  focus  lor  the 
human  rights/sexual  orientation  issue. 
A  national  petition  on  human  rights  will 
also  be  circulated  by  the  NGRC,  And 
detailed  plans  tor  strategy  during  the 
next  federal  election  were  worked  out, 
among  them  the  adoption  ol  "Vote 
Against  Bigotry,  Vole  lor  Gay  Rights"  as 
a  campaign  slogan.  A  National  Gay 
Rights  Charter,  embodying  the  major 
demands  ol  the  NGRC,  will  be  prepared. 
Gay  rights  candidates  will  also  be  run  In 
carefully  selected  ridings  across  the 
country. 

The  three  key  Internal  decisions  all 
broughl  the  structure  of  the  NGRC  Into 
closer  alignment  with  the  political 
realities  ot  the  gay  movement  in  Canada 
and  Quebec.  Of  these,  the  major  one 
concerned  the  role  ot  lesbians  in  the 
Coalition.  Another  was  the 
reorganization  ol  the  NGRC  Into  five 
regions;  Atlantic,  Quebec.  Ontario. 
Prairies  and  British  Columbia.  A  third 
came  wllh  a  vole  to  affirm  a  position 
taken  a!  the  dth  Annual  Conference  lasl 
year  In  Toronto:  "lhat  the  gay  movement 
in  Quebec  Is  a  movement  which  stands 
in  a  position  ol  equality  with  the 
movement  in  English  Canada"  The 
Conference  vote  recognized  lhat  "gay 
movements  may  develop  differently  In 
different  places,"  and  that  the  NGRC 
"understands  and  supports  the  Quebec 
gay  struggle." 

Thomborrow's  presence  at  the  con- 
ference and  the  lesbians  leading  the 
march  were  symbolic  ol  the  real  power 
which  gay  women  have  established  in 
the  gay  movement  during  the  past  year. 
.  Four  lesbian  organizations  joined 
NGRC  at  the  conlerence:  Atlantic 
:  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  for 
I  Equality  (APPLE)  Irom  Halifax,  Lesbian 
!  Organization  ot  Toronto  [LOOT),  GATE 
'  Toronto  Lesbian  Caucus,  and  the 
Lesbian  Caucus  ot  Saskatoon  Women's 
Liberation. 
-     A  motion  was  adopted  at  the  final 
plenary  which  will  guarantee  lesbians 
50%  voting  power  in  NGRC,  to  begin  al- 
6/Body  Politic 


1  ter  this  conference  During  (he  con- 
i  ferenoe  Itself,  the  straw  votes  taken  on 

ail  motions  at  the  plenary  session 
I  (whereonly  the  NGRC  delegate  voles 
I  were  binding  on  NGRC)  were  prorated 
1  to  give  lesbians  50%  ol  the  total 
representation. 

"The  conference  was  Important 
because  ol  these  motions."  said  Amy 
Gottlieb  ot  Toronto  "It  will  not 
necessarily  mean  a  real  change,  but  is 
the  partial  culmination  ol  a  process  tha 
will  continue  to  go  on  within  the  NGRC: 
increasing  the  NGRC's  understanding 
ol  lesbian  oppression,  speclllcatly,  and 
making  the  Coalition  more  relevant  to 
lesbians." 

"Lesbians  have  to  continue  lo 
organize  themselves,"  Gottlieb  said, 
"and  ensure  input  inlo  the  women's 
movement  as  well  as  the  gay 


"The  leminisi  movement  may  be  the 
!  Closer  to  us,"  she  continued,  "but  right 
j  now  the  gay  movement  is  the  only 
national  structure  where  we  can 
become  a  force." 

'      For  Rosemary  Ray  o(  Edmonton, 
however,  ihe  conlerence  was  "rather 
disappointing"  from  a  leSbian  perspec- 
tive. "The  lesbian  participation  was  nol 
geographically  representative,"  she 
said.  "The  majority  at  lesbians  were 
Irom  the  prairie  provinces,  which  only 
served  to  highlight  the  isolation  that 
lesbians  in  ihe  west  experience. 

"The  absence  of  lesbians  Irom  the 
east  who  might  have  explained  the 
growth  of  Eastern  lesbian  autonomy 
and  its  Implications  for  the  bl national 
gay  movement  was  sorely  felt  In  the 
lesbian  workshops 

"The  workshops,"  Ray  continued, 
"were  often  bogged  down  by  very 
regionalized  views  ralher  than  involved 
in  hammering  out  political  and  strategic 
policies  that  would  give  coherence  and 
guidance  to  the  ongoing  struggles  for 
child  custody  and  Job  security." 

She  said,  however,  lhat  the 
achievement  ol  50%  voting  status  was 
very  positive.  "This  sets  the  stage  lor 
lesbians  lo  have  an  equal  voice  in  Ihe 
blnallonal  gay  movement,  thereby 
creating  a  living  situation  In  which  a 
strong  lesbian  movement  struggles  lo 
end  our  oppression  in  unity  wllh  the 
national  gay  movement," 
Other  business  taken  up  by  the  con- 
ference Included  Ihe  establishment  ol  a 
permanent  defence  committee  to  coor- 
I  dinate  future  legal  campaigns,  support 
tor  ihe  feminist  movement,  opposition 
'  to  legislation  which  denies  youth  basic 
human  rights,  and  a  calf  for 
governments  lo  devote  funds  for  VD 
research,  prevention,  and  treatment. 

The  conference  devoted  three 
workshops  to  Ihe  complicated  issues 
concerning  the  Criminal  Code,  and 
ended  by  adopting  a  comprehensive 
policy  dealing  wllh  sexual  otfences.  The 
NGRC  calls  for  the  repeal  ot  all  sections 
on  sex  offences  because  they  are 
"based  on  false  and  sexlsi  assumptions 
about  sexuality,  blame,  and  consent." 

In  their  place,  the  NGRC  calls  for  new 
legislation  "which  will  make  it  clear  that 
the  sanction  of  the  criminal  law  in 
sexual  matters  is  lo  be  invoked  only 
against  people  who  violently  sexually 
assault  other  people,  and  people  who, 
through  abuse  of  positions  ot  authority, 
threats,  fraudulent  representations, 
onerous  psychological  pressure  or 
otherwise,  coerce  others  into  sexual 
acts." 

The  Coalition  will  also  demand  the 
removal  ot  other  sections  ot  the  code, 
including  those  dealing  wllh  Indecent 
acts  in  public  places,  dangerous  sexual 
ottenders,  common  bawdy  houses, 
soliciting,  abortion,  and  spread  ot 
venereal  disease. 

Many  problems  remained  unresolved, 
as  Paul  Trollope's  analysis  on  the  oppo-' 
site  page  Indicates.  But  the  gay 
movement  in  Canada  and  Quebec 
clearly  seemed  much  stronger  and  more 
coherent  to  many  delegates  leaving 
Saskatoon  than  it  had  when  they  arrived 
live  days  before. 

by  Michael  LynchQ 

For  a  more  elaborate  report  on  the 

conference's  business,  consult  the 
NGRC  Forum,  available  Irom  your  local 
gay  organization  or  directly  from  the 
NGRC  Coordinating  Office,  CP2919, 
Succursale  D,  Ottawa.  ON  /OP5vV9 


'Branca  colt**  tiouie   HI*  t*l*phOi 
uiion arilh "Mrs  Thump**,"  local 
fanatic,  *■■  on*  ol  lha  highlight*  ol 
waning  ot  vi 


Two  ol  the  women  Irom  Ihe  lesbian  hand 
" Mother  Wll"  which  provided  Ihe  music  to 
Ihe  conlerence  dance  They  also  sang  at  It 
lesbian  col  lee  house  where  Barbara 
Thornborrow  snapped  this  cendld  study. 


High  spirits 


Neil  Richards  ol  Saskatoon  and  Roger 
Cerriereoi  Reglna  in  a  typical  Prairie  em- 
brace. Both  were  heavily  Involved  in  the 
organization  ot  the  conterence,  and  helped 
make  It  the  si 


Barbara  Thornborrow.  the  lesbian  kicked  out 
ol  Ihe  armed  forces,  caught  during  her 
keynote  address. 


NEWS 


Things  were  dead  until  Ihey  came  (long.1 


Just  A  of  Ihe  75  lesbians  who  led  the  gay 
march  through  the  streets  ol  Saskatoon  i 
Canada  Day. 


The  rally  at  city  hall  drew  rousing  cheers 
from  women  hearing  other  women  Irom  t 
parts  ol  the  country. 


&  hard  work 


The  Fifth  Annual  Gay 
Conference  in  Saskatoon 
was  lively  and  productive. 
But,  as  Paul  Trollope 
argues  in  the  following 
news  analysis,  the  refusal 
to  deal  with  contentious 
issues  has  left  serious 
matters  hanging. 


The  conference  has  left  almost  as 
many  questions  unanswered  For 
Canadian  gay  movemenl  as  II 
resolved. 

In  many  ways  we  saw  our  movemenl 
stronger  than  It  has  ever  been.  But  on 
olher  fronts  serious  problems  arose 
which  were  not  deal!  with.  On  many  oc- 
casions delegates  apparently  sought  to 
avoid  dlvisiveness  and  controversy  by 
simply  refusing  to  deal  with  contentious 
issues  But  these  issues  will  conllnue 
to  haunt  us  until  they  are  squarely 
faced. 

Which  way  for  NGRC? 

The  question  ol  voting  rights,  for  In- 
stance, was  deali  with  in  Saskatoon  by 
accepting  a  suggestion  from  Gays  of 
Ottawa  thai  only  NGRC  delegates  have 
Ihe  right  lo  vote  at  plenary  sessions. 
This  was  severely  reslrlctive;  an 
elaborate  mechanism  was  eventually 
set  up,  providing  lor  Ihree  votes  on 
every  resolution  —  a  binding  vote  by 
NGRC  delegates  and  consultalive  voles 
by  women  and  men  separately.  This  left 
untouched  the  whole  question  ol 
NGRC's  (and  the  Conference's) 
relallonshlp  to  the  broader  gay 
movement  Since  the  NGRC  vole  was 
Ihe  only  binding  one,  conference 
decisions  inevitably  reflected  the 
mostly  male,  largely  urban  concen- 
trations of  NGRC  groups.  The  con- 
sultative votes  were  largely  symbolic. 
We  would  do  well  to  consider  the  Im- 
plications ol  consultative  votes  which 
differed  Irom  decisions  of  Ihe  NGRC 
delegates 
September 


Whether  NGRC  will  continue  lo  be 
mainly  a  civil  rights  group  with  a  public 
action  perspective  or  whether  it  should 
expand  lo  become  the  central  voice  of 
Ihe  Canada-wide  gay  movemenl  was 
another  subject  lhat  was  largely 
sidestepped  by  the  conlerence.  Debate 
on  some  o!  these  Issues  was  to  have 
taken  place  over  Ihe  past  year  in  NGRC 
Forum;  with  the  exception  ol  a  couple  of 
short  contributions  this  debate  never 
look  place. 

Many  delegates  wanted  to  llmil 
NGRC  slriclly  to  a  civil  rights  role 
(whatever  lhai  means;  Ihe  term  Is 
basically  an  American  one  and  has  Utile 
application  lo  the  Canadian  con- 
stitutional system  ol  government).  One 
definition  offered  was  that  civil  rights 
concerns  involve  changes  in  laws  rather 
than  in  attitudes  But  that  Isn't  very 
helpful,  since  many  of  NGRC's 
concerns  (witness  the  CBC  issue)  are 
not  primarily  "legal"  In  nature.  It  makes 
very  little  sense  lo  define  NGRC  strictly 
as  a  "civil  rights"  organlzallon.  There 
are  limits  to  the  progress  Ihe  gay 
movemenl  can  make  as  long  as  Us  main 
organizational  body  fails  to  analyze  and 
act  upon  links  between  gay  oppression 
and  other  oppressive  forces  in  society. 
Structure  and  strategy 

Another  problem  with  the  conference 
was  the  lack  of  lime  —  and  structure  — 
lor  proper  strategy  debates.  As  former 
NGRC  coordinator  David  Garmaise  has 
pointed  out,  the  Canadian  gay 
movemenl  seems  to  be  much  better  at 
developing  policy  than  at  hammering 
out  strategy  GATE  Vancouver,  for  In- 
stance, was  to  have  developed  a 
strategy  paper  on  the  age-of-consenl 
issue,  but  advised  NGRC  belore  the 
conference  lhat  Ihey  would  be  unable 
lo  do  so  A  child  custody  workshop 
which  one  might  have  expected  lo 
present  strategy  lor  dealing  with  Ihe 
Issue  to  be  voted  on  a)  ihe  plenary  In- 
stead issued  only  a  vague  and  redun- 
dant motion  that  NGRC  support 
women's  fights  tor  custody  of  their 
children.  NGRC,  of  course,  already  does 
so.  What  was  needed  —  and  slill  Is  — 
was  a  strategy  for  achieving  this  objec- 
tive. 

Very  Utile  lime  was  available  for 
discussing  strategy  for  NGRC's  third 
year  In  terms  of  the  organizations 
overall  program  and  activities  Instead,  a 
series  of  resolutions  about  particular 


actions  (such  as  the  John  Damien  Day 
of  Protest,  the  human  rights  petition 
campaign,  and  so  on)  were  passed. No 
time  was  really  devoted  to  movemenl 
strategy. 

Many  NGRC  groups  never  showed  up 
at  ihe  conference  at  all.  In  a  number  of 
cases  this  may  have  been  for  financial 
reasons  (and  a  travel  cost-equalization 
scheme  Is  being  insliluted  to  try  to 
alleviate  this  problem)  but  al  least  one 
group,  GATE  Vancouver,  made  a  con- 
scious decision  noi  lo  be  represented 
as  a  group,  even  though  several  of  its 
members  were  present.  No  official  ex- 
planalion  of  Ihis  decision  was  given; 
stories  concerning  Iheir  reasons  for  nol 
attending  were  soon  circulating.  This 
kind  of  thing  can  only  breed 
dlvisiveness.  sectarianism  and  mistrust 
when  what  we  should  be  trying  to  do  is 
build  our  strength  as  a  Canada-wide 
movement. 

For  whatever  reason,  there  was  no 
workshop  or  discussion  time  allotted  to 
police  repression  even  though  NGRC 
one  year  earlier  had  taken  an  importanl 
position  on  the  issue.  This  needed  lo  be 
reviewed  in  light  of  the  events  o!  Ihe 
pasi  year  bul  never  was.  even  though 
the  Vancouver  gay  community  was  in 
the  midst  ol  a  bitter  police  campaign 
orchestrated  by  the  reactionary  provin- 
cial and  municipal  governments  There 
was  never  a  proper,  scheduled  oppor- 
tunity for  people  to  discuss  the  NGRC 
position  on  the  matter  or  to  discuss  Ihe 
implications  of  the  fact  lhat  a  number  of 
NGRC  groups  have  policies  Involving 
active  liaison  and  cooperation  with  Ihe 
police. 

The  Quebec  self-determination  issue, 
which  became  the  subject  of  so  much 
bitterness  at  Toronto,  at  least  received 
the  benefit  of  full  discussion  In 
Saskatoon.  Unfortunately  it  will  con- 
tinue to  be  a  divisive  and  controversial 
issue  as  long  as  no  proper  discussion 
and  vote  is  ever  held  over  exactly  what 
people  want  NGRC  to  be.  Until  this  Is 
resolved,  debates  over  Quebec  and 
similar  Issues  will  stay  at  ihe  elemen- 
tary level  of  contradictory  assertions 
over  whether  or  nol  this  Is  something  on 
which  NGRC  should  even  take  a 
position. 

Women  and  Wages  Due 

The  women  mei  In  workshops  by 
themselves  throughout  most  ol  Ihe  con- 
lerence. This  meant  that  very  lew 


women  were  present  at  most  of  the 
other  workshops  and  were  thus 
unaware  of  the  deliberations  which  had 
taken  place  In  Ihem  Likewise,  none  of 
the  men  had  been  able  to  attend  any  of 
the  women's  workshops  and  so  were 
unaware  ol  what  had  transpired  there, 

This  inevitably  meant  thai  at  the 
final  plenary  people  were  hearing 
resolutions  for  the  first  lime  on  matters 
they  knew  little  aboul.  A  number  ol  men 
voted  against  resolutions  from  women's 
workshops;  their  voles  might  have  been 
different  had  ihey  been  able  to  take  part 
in  earlier  deliberations.  Some  women 
voied  against  a  number  of  Criminal 
Code  resolutions  on  whal  I  (as  a  man,  of 
course)  believed  lo  be  erroneous 
grounds. 

Confusion  also  arose  when  a 
resolution  making  Ihe  women's  con- 
sultative vote  equal  in  numerical  force 
lo  the  men's  was  easily  passed  and  was 
followed  by  another  resolution,  pre- 
sented at  Ihe  last  minute,  requiring  that 
lesbians  be  given  50%  of  the  voting 
power  in  NGRC.  This  resolution  came 
as  a  complete  surprise  lo  almost  all  the 
man  and  to  most  NGRC  delegates,  con- 
sidering that  Ihe  overwhelming  feeling 
at  the  Toronto  conference  was  thai 
lesbians  wanted  and  should  have  an 
autonomous  movement.  A  number  of 
delegates  objected  to  the  way  in  which 
Ihe  resolution  was  presented  —  the 
awkward  liming,  the  (act  lhat  there  had 
been  no  discussion  around  the  subject, 
the  fact  thai  no  mechanism  was  being 
offered  for  its  implementation.  While  il 
is  legitimate  to  criticize  men's  sexism 
and  their  tendency  lo  dominate 
organizations.  I  believe  those  who 
spoke  against  Immediate  Implemen- 
tation of  Ihe  retrucluring  of  NGRC  did 
so  for  justifiable  reasons.  The  introduc-    I 
tionat  Ihe  last  minute  of  suchacon- 
Iroverslal  motion  on  a  major  matter  ot 
structure  and  policy  was  disruptive  and 

A  critical  analysis  ol  the  Saskatoon 
conference  would  not  be  complete 
without  some  mention  of  the  pan 
played  by  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
Since  Chris  Bearchell  has  done  an  ex- 
cellent Job  of  this  (see  "Dykes,"  p  19).  It 
need  not  be  repealed  here  —  except  to 
join  her  in  severely  criticizing  Wages 
Due  for  whal  they  did  lo  the  gay 
movement  in  Saskatoon 

by  Paul  Trollope 

Body  Politic/? 


NEWS 


England 

Gay  News  loses 
blasphemy  case 

8'itain  s  Gd  i  net* s  has  been  fined  a 
total  ol  £1500  (approximately  S3.450) 
and  its  editor,  Denis  Lemon,  given  a  9- 
month  suspended  sentence  for 
publishing  an  erotic  poem  about  Christ 
The  papei  was  convicted  of 
"blasphemous  libel"  under  an  ancient 
statute  last  used  in  1922. 
The  poem  was  printed  In  Issue  num- 
1    Mi*  ol  Gs;  News   Britain's  largesl 

circulation  gay  newspaper  According 
I  to  John  Smyth,  the  prosecutor,  "The 
Love  that  Dares  to  Speak  its  Name"  is  a 
poem  "so  vile  that  it  would  be  hard  for 
;  even  the  most  perverted  imagination  to 
conjure  up  anything  worse  " 

The  paper  was  brought  to  court  when 
Mary  Whitehouse,  sel (-appointed 
guardian  of  British  decency,  saw  the 
published  verse  and  decided  to  launch  a 
private  criminal  prosecution  against 
Gay  News 

The  British  generally  laugh  at  Ms 
Whitehouse,  regarding  the  bottomless 
well  ol  her  indignation  as  something  ot 
a  national  monument.  But  on  this  oc- 
casion she  was  merely  a  catalyst.  The 
public  prosecutor  took  over  and,  quickly 
flattening  all  obstacles,  got  the  case  in- 
to the  High  Court  before  Judge  Alan 
King-Hamilton.  King-Hamilton  is  noted 
lor  his  view  that  "homosexuality  caused 
the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire." 

Gay  Mews  estimated  thai  il  would 
need  £20,000 (approximately  $46,000)  to 
defend  Itsell  and  pay  fines  and  costs  if 
necessary.  This  enormous  sum  was 
raised  in  six  months  by  gay  rights 
groups,  gays  in  unions,  Christian 
,   groups  and  discos,  civil  libertarians, 
,  academics  and  individuals.  John  Mor- 
timer, a  famous  playwright  and 
barrister,  was  secured  for  the  defence 
and  on  July  4  the  trial  opened  al  the  Old 
Bailey. 

For  much  ot  the  Irial  the  |ury  sat  out- 
side the  court  while  lawyers  argued. 
Most  ol  the  defence's  evidence  was 
ruled  inadmissable,  Including 
theological  and  literary  evidence  thai 
might  establish  the  religious  Intention 
ol  the  poem.  Council  lor  the  defence 
argued  thai  the  poem  suggested 
"homosexuals  are  able  to  love,  and  have  I 
hopeol  salvation  and  resurrection."  SI 
Paul  to  the  Corinthians  was  cited:  "I  am 
made  all  things  to  all  men  lhal  by  all 
means  I  may  save  some." 

The  Judge  was  unimpressed.  Such 
evidence,  he  said,  "would  cloud  the 
issue,"  He  ruled  lhal  the  prosecutor  un-     j 
der  this  law  needs  only  to  show  the 
piece  mighl  be  inclined  "to  provoke,  or      ' 
arouse  slrong  feeling"  and  threaten  a 
breach  ol  Ihe  peace.  The  motives  of  the 


irrelevant,  as  was  any  reading  of  the 
work  that  was  more  I  nan  superficial 
The  prosecutor  got  his  conviction 
Denis  Lemon,  editor,  got  a  nine-month 
i  suspended  sentence  and  a  £500  fine, 
Gay  Mews  was  lined  £1, 000  and  the 
paper  and  its  editor  ordered  to  pay  all 
costs 

Ms  Whltehouse  attended  the  trial  and 
was  given  a  special  seat  |usl  below  Ihe 
public  gallery  She  said  she  thought  Ihe 
judge  was  "wonderful."  Spectators  in 
the  court  did  not  agree.  As  Ihe  Judge 
left  atler  pronouncing  sentence,  they 
rose  in  a  body  and  turned  their  backs  on 

Gay  Mews  intends  to  appeal  the  con- 
viction Its  lawyers  are  confident  there 
are  grounds  lor  Ihe  appeal  in  the 
numerous  mis-direclions  and  mis- 
statements ol  law  made  by  King- 
Hamilton  .     _     ,....„ 
by  David  Mole 


Great,  Danes! 

The  Danish  Parliament  has  amended 
Ihe  country's  sex  laws  to  bring  the  age 
of  homosexual  consent  Into  line  with 
the  age  lor  heterosexuals.  Gay  Danes 
may  now  legally  have  sex  at  15. 
Previously  the  age  was  18. 


Board  demotes 
gay  lifestyle 
to  "deviance" 

The  Peterborough  Board  of  Education 
has  ruled  that  high  school  students  will 
bet3ught  lhal  homosexuality  is 
"deviant"  behaviour  and  not  an  alter- 
native lorm  of  sexual  expression.  This 
new  delinition  ol  homosexuality  is  con- 
tained in  resource  material  given  to 
health  teachers. 

"The  reason  tor  adding  the  definition 
lo  the  material  was  that  homosexuality 
as  defined  by  the  law  is  not  very  clear," 
according  to  Jim  McNabb,  board  super- 
intendent of  Instruction.  "Some  of  the 
advisory  board  members  wanted  to  say 
homosexuality  was  wrong,  abnormal,  or 
aberrant  and  we  settled  on  deviant  " 

The  new  resource  material  reads  in 
part:  "In  view  of  Ihe  need  to  reflect  Ihe 
community's  standards,  homosexuality 
may  be  described  as  a  deviance  rather 
than  simply  as  an  alternative  means  to 
sexual  expression." 

When  Ihe  health  curriculum  was 
originally  written,  homosexuality  was 
Included  in  the  section  on  alternative 
lifestyles  The  revised  guide  places  It  in 
the  section  on  sexualily,  but  makes  the 
teaching  of  the  gay  material  optional. 

by  David  Gibson  D 


- 


Some  ol  the  titty  w 


Beards  ot  Anita  and  hei 
Jala.  Some  250,000  people  marchei 
three  days  alter  Ihe  Bryan  I -Inspired  murder  ol  Robert 
world,  marchers  were  taking  lo  Ihe  streets  in  gay  prld 
serious  than  In  previous  years.  Estimates  ol  Ihe  crow 
making  II  ihe  largest  gay  demo  ever  held  there.  In  Lon 
while  2,000  rallied  In  Amsterdam,  The  llrsl  gay  demor 

broken  up  by  police  tiring  on  I 


largest  gay 

through  San  Fra 

Hillsborough.  Elsewhere  around  lha 
marches  that  were  larger  and  more 
In  New  Vork  ranged  up  lo  100,000, 

on,  1,000  gays  marched  lo  Hyde  Park, 
Iratlon  In  Spain  since  Ihe  tall  of 

e  Barcelona  streets.  The  march  was 


n  and  men  who  picketed  Ihe  Supreme  Court  Building  in  Toronto  oi 


July  13.  The  demonstration  was  organized  by  Wages  Due  Lesoia> 

custody  rights  lo.  Iwbian  mothers.  Among  the  marchers  was  a  woman  currently  involved  in  a 
■egai  oa  me  lo  keep  custody  ot  her  children.  "We  managed  lo  collect  about  SS0  tohelpdelray 
hei  legal  costs.    Mid  Francie  Wyland,  one  ol  Ihe  organizers 

inching  w"  "^"^  ""  °""  """n'y  ,n0iv,dlja,s  and  9rouPs '"  T°<°«'°  »"<>  elsewhere, 
8/Body  Politic  <~K**.a«oU.l«o«n. 


Outdoor  cruising 
"unacceptable",  gay 
club  to  continue 

Despite  rumours  to  the  contrary  at  the 
Saskatoon  Conference,  Ihe  Odyssey 
Club  in  Reglna  is  still  alive  and  opening 
its  doors  to  Ihe  gay  community. 

At  a  July  meeting  It  was  decided  that 
the  club  should  not  be  sold.  This  was 
threatened  because  turnout  al  the 
Saturday  dances  was  falling  below  the 
required  40  persons  that  would  ensure 
enough  revenue  to  keep  the  club  going. 

The  Odyssey  is  run  collectively  by 
members  ol  the  gay  community  to 
provide  a  place  for  gays  in  the  city  to 
socialize  The  only  other  public  alter- 
natives are  the  outdoor  cruising  areas 
and  they  are  "unacceptable"  in  the 
words  ol  club  organizer  Terry  Nelson. 
"It's  a  good  way  to  gel  hassled,  beaten 
up,  or  worse," 

The  club  is  currently  being 
redecorated  with  wall  graphics,  and  has 
ended  its  policy  of  requiring  member 
sponsorship  for  new  people  coming  lo 
the  dances  Admission  is  S3  for  mem- 
bers and  $5  for  non-members, 

The  club  is  located  at  2242  Smith 
Street  in  Regina  and  welcomes  those 
lroim  the  local  gay  community  or  visitors 
to  the  city.  Regular  dances  are  held 
from  10  PM  lo  3  AM  each  Saturday 
night. 

by  David  Gibson  J 


Group  invited 
to  educate 
Liberal  Caucus 

In  response  to  a  McMaster  University 
Homophile  Association  request  that  he 
support  Ihe  inclusion  of  sexual  orien- 
tation in  the  Onlarlo  Human  Rights 
Code.  Liberal  Leader  Stuarl  Smith  said, 
"My  commitment  to  minority  rights,  in- 
cluding ihe  minority  that  is  defined  by 
sexual  orientation,  is  well  known  and 
shall  continue.  I  am  pleased  that  Ms 
Campbell  has  presented  a  bill  m  this 
regard,  and  I  Intend  to  support  such  a 
bill  when  n  is  reintroduced," 

When  asked  about  Liberal  support  lor 
the  thirteen  demands  of  the  Coalition 
lor  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario,  he  added.  "I 
feel  we  can  support  most  of  them  in 
principle,  but  we  would  like  to  discuss 
with  you  Ihe  exact  meaning  ol  some  ol 


the  demands  I  intend  lo  invite  you  to 
meel  with  ihe  members  ol  my  caucus 
early  in  the  fall  so  you  will  have  a 
chance  to  explain  Ihe  ramlticalion  of 
the  thirteen  points.  There  is  an 
educational  Job  to  be  done  about  homo- 
sexuality and  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
could  assist  us  in  the  caucus  in  this 
regard," 

The  Liberal  Party  is  Ihe  official  op- 
position in  Ihe  Ontario  Legislature. 

by  Shane  Que  HeeCJ 


Vancouver  GATE 
goes  to  Supreme 
Court 

Toronto  lawyer  Harry  Kopyto  has  been       ' 
retained  by  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  in  Vancouver  lo  take  their  ap-        \ 
peal  in  the  Vancouver  Sun  case  to  the        \ 
Supreme  Courl  ol  Canada. 

GATE  will  be  appealing  to  Ihe  highest 
court  in  Ihe  country  against  the  two-to- 
one  decision  of  Ihe  British  Columbia 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  held  lhal  a  bias 
againsl  homosexuality  was  "reasonable    I 
cause"  lor  the  Son  to  refuse  a  short 
classified  ad  which  GATE  had 
attempted  lo  place. 

Kopyto,  a  young  Toronlo  lawyer, 
came  to  prominence  when  he  was  con-      ' 
tacted  by  ihe  Toronto  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  loact  lot  John  Oamlen 
against  the  Ontario  Racing  Commission 
and  other  Ontario  government- 
connected  officials. 

GATE  Vancouver  spokesperson  Don 
Hann.  announcing  Kopylo's  acceptance 
of  the  brief,  said,  "This  is  an  historic 
case  which  GATE  is  determined  to  wage 
lo  a  successful  conclusion. 

At  the  same  lime,  GATE  announced 
that  il  will  be  launching  a  broadly-based 
tund-raising  campaign  to  meet  Ihe 
financial  outlay  which  will  be  required 
tor  the  legal  expenses  Involved  in  the 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Vancouver  Status  of  Women 
group  pronounced  Itself  "appalled"  ty 
Ihe  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  decision  and 
pointed  out  thai  ihe  law  which  permits 
such  discrimination  to  be  given  legal 
sanction  "must  be  changed." 

byPaulTrollopeD 


Light  shed 
on  cruising 


In  an  effort  to  discourage  gay  cruising 
around  Ihe  English  Bay  bath  house, 
Vancouver  City  Council  has  decided  to 
install  lighting  in  Ihe  area. 
The  one  dissenting  councillor  felt 


\  3J    G  &  J  TraVSl  CaimngloyooHifetyfc. 

VI      a  Wellesley  Si.  E. Toronto.  Call  921-1 101 

New  fork 

San  Francisco 

ban  minmi 

Where*  er... 

Now  blocking  space  for  Christmas  to  all  destinations. 

Ask  about  our  all-gay  Carribean  '  'Sugar  Cruise ' '  aboard  the 
M.S.  Stella  Mans,  leaving  December 27. 


A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hairpermanently  from  cheeks, 
brows,  hairline,  body.  etc.  in  private. 
Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results. 
Facials  also. 

Telephone  Karl  (41 6) 967-0095 (Toronto)  foran  appointment. 


RECORD  Oldies! 

6QC.75C  &90C ea.  SendSl00For  CATALOG 

RAW  "Oldie  "records  inc.- 


Box 2222, station "d" Ottawa, Canada  kip  5w1 


^deliver 


Mon-Thurs  a  pm  to  I  am 
Fn  &  Sal  4  pm  lo  2  am 
Sunday  4  pm  lo  midnight 


Try  our  unique 
Sicilian  pizza 


236  Davenport  Road 

(Just  West  of  Avenue  Road) 

Toronto 


929-3311 


Nook 


2481  Yonge  Street 

*  lat  CastJefieldi 

in  Toronto 


We  sell: 
Mandate         $1.75 
Blueboy  S2.00 

Advocate  $  .75 
Body  Politic  $.75 
In  Touch         $2.00 

Open  8am  lo  6pm 
Come  In  and  Browse 


Mai  cntei  on  now  bang  oxepted 

*  jw  magaon*  fa  posa^  and  handing 

Hi  -■.ir'1. . .-...     .    ,,,,.! 
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July  22.  They  were  otgsnlzi 


iby  the  Coalition  to  Stop 


SI.  Charles  Ta< 
The  crowd 


ii  seen  anything  III 


Jiclled  crowd,  "bo  1 1  his  Is 
ladea  polnl  ol  entering al 


been  swept  out  ot  the 

jay  bars  and  discos  along  the  route. 
BC  building  on  Jarvls  SI.  where  Anita 
was  burned  In  elllgy   Aboul  300  people  parllclpated. 

500  lesbians  and  gay  men  made  the  July  22  demo  Toronlo's  largest-evei .  The  parade 
i  Hall  led  by  a  contingent  ot  lesbians  from  Ihe  Lesbian  Organisation  ol  Toronto(LOOT) 

noticeable  Impact  on  Ihe  crowds  on  Vonge  St.  thai  Friday  night,  and  was  probably 
led  by  more  people  than  any  other  gay  event  In  ihe  elly's  history, 
narch  ended  wllh  a  candlelight  rally  at  Queen's  Park  where  many  ol  the  speakers  em- 
d  thai  II  would  be  dangerous  lo  think  Anita  Bryanl  alone  was  Ihe  enemy.  "Her 
lary  views  are  represented  right  here  In  Toronto, "  was  a  common  theme 


lhat  the  same  ellecl  could  have  been 
achieved  by  the  construction  of  a  fence 
at  ihe  bath  house  entrance. 

In  Justifying  the  move,  police  officials 
fold  council  that  they  believe  the 
cruising  ts  responsible  fora  large  num- 
ber of  unreported  muggings  and  extor- 
lions  Police  have  been  harrassing  gay 
men  in  the  area  for  several  years, 
patrolling  in  both  marked  and  unmarked 
cars,  and  making  numerous  arrests. 

by  Al  Dunning 


Lesbian  counselling 
wins  funding 

This  past  summer  three  members  of 
Lesbian  Feminists  of  Monireal/ 
Feministes  Lesbiennesde  Montreal 
(formerly  ihe  Monireal  Lesbian 
Organization)  operated  a  special  lesbian 
counselling  service  funded  by  a  $6,000 
Young  Canada  Works  project  grant. 
While  if  appears  that  most  applications 
lor  similar  grants  from  gay  groups 
across  the  country  were  turned  down, 
"Lesbian  Action"  reported  no  dif- 
ficulfles  in  securing  Iheirs. 

The  service  which  was  run  from  the 
Women's  Information  and  Referral 
Centre  on  St.  Urbam  Street,  organized 
weekly  drop-ins  and  discussions  as  well 
as  other  social  activities  and  a  phone 
line.  In  addition,  a  day-long  Women's 
Fete  held  on  July  2  by  Lesbian  Action 
met  with  considerable  success. 

Valerie  Kinslow  of  Lesbian  Action 
told  TBP  that  the  service  "succeeded  in 
bringing  together  both  Anglophone  and 
Francophone  women,  as  well  as  in- 
volving in  our  activities  many  lesbians 
not  connected  with  any  group,"  Accor- 
ding to  Kinslow  while  two  ol  the  three 
coordinators  were  Anglophones,  "the 
Wednesday  night  drop-ms  were  held 
almost  always  in  French," 

Lesbian  Action  hopes  to  revamp  and 
recommence  publishing  ihe  lesbian 
feminist  journal  Long  Time  Coming. 
which  has  been  in  cold  storage  for  quite 
some  time. 

A  special  meeting  of  all  Montreal 
lesbian  and  feminist  organizations  was 
slated  by  Ihe  service  lor  the  end  ot  the 
summer  to  discuss  Ihe  present 
situation  within  the  lesbian-lemmist 
community,  and  methods  for  improving 
communication  and  collaboration 
between  the  community's  groups 

by  Stuart  Russell^ 


Quebec  group  hosts 
National  Congress 

The  Firsl  National  Congress  of  all  gays 
and  lesbians  In  Quebec  Is  to  be  held  the 
weekend  of  October  15-16  in  Montreal. 

"The  goal  of  the  Congress,"  accord- 
ing to  Ihe  Association  pour  les  Drolls 
des  Gal(e)s  do  Quebec  (ADGQ),  In 
charge  of  organizing  the  gathering,  "Is 
lo  bring  together  all  Quebec  gays  for  a 
very  general  congress  dealing  wllh  all 
Ihe  questions  which  affect  us  as  gays. 

"It's  not  |ust  a  congress  which  Is 
oriented  only  to  gay  groups,  but  also  to 
everyone  who  is  interested." 

The  ADGQ  Communications  Commit- 
tee has  proposed  an  agenda  which 
highlights  plenanes,  reports  (rom 
groups  on  their  activities,  a  panel  on 'the 
campaign  to  include  "sexual  orien- 
tation" in  Ihe  Quebec  Human  Rights 
Charter,  a  dance,  and  a  series  ot  six 
workshops. 

For  further  Information,  contact: 
Comite  des  Communications,  ADGQ, 
CP  36.  Succursale  C,  Montreal,  Quebec, 
H2L4J7,  or  phone  (514)  843-8671. 

by  Stuart  Russell  U 


What's  happening? 
Try923-GAYS 


with  ihe  most  up-to-date  information 
system  of  any  gay  community  in  North 
America. 

By  dialing  923-GAYS,  Ihey  will  be  able 
to  listen  to  a  day-by-day  listing  of  gay 
community  events  known  as  the  Gay 
Community  Calendar  (GCC).  In  lis  Initial 
phase,  there  will  be  three  incoming 
telephone  lines  to  Ihe  recorded 
message  service,  and  It  is  expected  that 
upwards  of  6,000  people  a  week  will 
phone  the  tine  In  order  to  find  out  what's 
happening  in  the  communily. 

Wllh  such  an  audience,  the  Initiation 
ol  new  activities,  from  gay  studies 
courses  to  bicycle  outings,  should  be 
greatly  facilitated.  There  will  be  no 
charge  for  placing  an  announcement  on    I 
the  calendar,  and  people  wishing  to 
publicize  community -oriented  activities 
or  events  are  urged  to  contact  GCC 
Manager  Harvey  Hamburg  at  534-0970, 
on  Saturday  mornings  between  9  AM 
and  noon  beginning  September  24. 

Body  Potlllc/9 
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"...deemed 


to  discriminate..." 

Gloria  Cameron  had  served  eight  years  in  the  Forces. 

As  she  put  it:  "working  for  Canada." 

On  July  2,  that  career  came  to  an  end. 

It  was  the  day  after  Canada  Day. 

by  Gerald  Hannon 


I  had  some  lough  quesllons  (or  Gloria 
Cameron.  27,  lesbian.  Master  Corporal 
in  the  Canadian  Armed  Forces.  I  wanted 
lo  know  why  she  had  become  part  of  the 
military  complex,  how  she  could  justify 
the  militaristic  philosophy  she  must 
subscribe  to,  how  she  fell  as  a  woman 
In  a  male  dominated  and  male  created 
world.  I  began  by  asking  why  she  had 
joined  up  eight  years  ago  In  Kitchener. 
Ontario. 

She  lold  me  It  was  because  she 
wanted  to  work  for  Canada 

I  dldn'i  ask  the  other  questions.  Bui 
not  because  I  felt  suddenly  laced  with  a 
Private  Pollyanna  up  to  her  leaf  ducts  In 
Canadian  Nationalism.  Yes,  Gloria 
Cameron  has  the  kind  of  open  face,  the 
kind  of  easy  and  winning  smile  thai  make 
you  believe  lhal  she  believes  lhat 
working  for  Canada  is  a  good  thing.  But 
there's  a  hard  edge  behind  II  all,  and  you 
sense  It  In  the  lough  Utile  silences 
before  she  answers,  and  It  was  there  in 
the  14-year-old  girl  who  made  her 
decision  to  Join  the  army  and  stuck  with 
It,  and  It's  there  now  in  the  woman  who 
has  some  lough  suggestions  lor  how 
Canada  had  better  shape  up  because 
It's  losing  some  ol  Its  fine  people,  lis 
hardworking  dykes  and  faggols. 

Gloria  Cameron  isn't  a  Master  Cor- 
poral anymore, 

And  she  Isn't  working  tor  Canada 
anymore.  In  fact,  she's  scarcely  working 
at  all  —  she  has  a  temporary  summer 
|ob  in  Kitchener  "but  I  don't  know 
what'tl  happen  In  the  fall.  It  may  turn 
permanent.  And  H's  an  all-right  job.  But 
It's  nol  what  I  want  to  be  doing." 

What  she  wants  to  be  doing  Is  whal 
she  was  doing  in  the  army  when  she 
was  kicked  out,  the  work  in 
oceanography  she'd  trained  eight  years 
lo  do,  the  work  she  excelled  at.  Bui 
Canadian  Forces  Administrative  Order 
19-20  says  she  can't  conlinue  because 
she  happens  lo  be  a  homosexual. 
Argentla.  Newfoundland  is  about 
■  eighty  miles  across  the  Avalon  Penin-         i 
sula  Irom  ihe  provincial  capital  of 
SI.  John's.  It  mlghl  be  your  typical  small     i 
Newfoundland  village,  frozen  dead  in 
winter  and  crabbing  a  kind  or  l.ving  from    I 
the  sea  when  n  could,  except  tor  the 
presence  there  of  a  United  Slates  Naval     I 
Facility,  That  brought  money;  il  brought 
American  Money,  it  brought  American       I 
military  personnel.  And  II  also  broughl       I 
Gloria  Cameron  and  some  ihlrty-trtree        \ 
other  Canadian  women,  posted  there 
j  from  all  parts  of  Canada  entrusted  wlih     I 
,  the  defence  of  at  least  Ihlseaslern 
:  shining  sea 

Gloria  arrived  Iwo  and  a  hall  years 
!  ago.  On  April  2  of  this  year,  she  and 
eight  olher  women  signed  the  final 
papers  which  formalized  their  release 
from  Ihe  Canadian  Forces  The  day 
belore.  April  i  at  9:30  AM,  ihey  had  been 
10/Body  Politic 


summoned  belore  Major  Hogan  and 
given  their  final  release  inslruclions. 
They  were  off  base  and  on  their  way  to 
St.  John's  by  three  lhat  afternoon,  None 
ol  Ihe  women  had  served  less  than  a 
year.  Most  had  served  loyally  and  con- 
scientiously in  Her  Majesty's  Canadian 
Forces  from  iwo  to  tour  years.  Major 
Hogan  said  he  was  sorry.  He  added  lhat 
he  hoped  they'd  make  Out  all  right  None 
of  I  hem  cried.  Then. 

"I  guess  It  really  started  back  In 
December  Though  I'd  known  a  lot  of 
gay  kids  since  I  arrived  al  the  Base  — 
Ihere  were  at  leasi  a  dozen  gay  women 
lhat  I  knew  quite  well;  maybe  half  that 
number  of  gay  men  Anyway  Iwo  of  the 
women  decided  to  many,  thai  was  last 
December.  And  Ihey  Old.  There  was  a 


liltle  ceremony  in  one  of  the  cabins  we 
had  access  to  off  base.  I  wasn't  there 
myself,  but!  heard  about  it." 

Trouble  was,  sp  did  olher  people.  And 
no!  all  of  Ihe  ears  were  friendly.  But 
rumours  moved  slowly  through,  the 
ranks,  because  it  was  a  full  two  months  - 
later,  the  end  of  February,  before  Major 
Bernie  Hogan  felt  It  necessary  to  get  in 
touch  with  Maritime  Command 
Headquarters  in  Halifax  and  request  a 
Special  investigation. 

Shortly  thereafter  two  men  arrived  In 
Argenlla  Everyone  knew  why  they  were 
there. 

The  women  began  being  called  In  one 
by  one  lobe  questioned  In  a  comfort- 
able office  on  Ihe  VIP  lloorof  the  10- 
story  apartment  building  that  served  as 
the  barracks, 

"I  was  one  of  Ihe  last  to  be  called  In  ll 
was  Ihe  second  of  March,  about  two  In 
ihe  aliemoon.  I  was  really  nervous  and 
afraid,  I  wanted  to  stay  in  the  Forces,  but 
I  guess  I'd  known  from  the  beginning 


what  their  position  was  on  gay  people. 
I'd  Just  always  lived  with  (he  lear  ol 
being  found  out...  I  suppose  I  always  lelt 
eventually  I  would  get  caught,  it's  not  a 
very  good  way  (o  live." 

The  men  were  nice.  They  were  polite, 
soft  spoken.  They  asked  her  to  sit  down 
made  small  talk. 

"Then  Ihey  asked  me  if  I  knew  why  I 
was  there.  They  asked  me  ll  I  was  a 
homosexual.  I  said  I  wasn'l,  I  denied 
everything.  Maybe  lhal  was  an  awful 
Ihlng  to  do  but  I  wanted  to  stay  In  Ihe 
Forces  so  bad  I  liked  my  job,  I  belonged 

It  seemed  to  work.  Gloria  was  allowed 
to  leave.  That  seemed  to  be  the  end  of  it. 
On  March  4  they  called  her  back, 
"tgot  there  aboul  11:30  In  the  morn- 
ing and  It  was  the  same  excepl  Ihls 
lime  Ihere  was  a  polygraph,  a  lie  detec- 
tor, in  the  room.  They  asked  me  II I  knew 
what  It  was.  I  said  I  did.  They  asked  me  il 
I  would  lake  the  lest.  I  said  I  wouldn't, 
i  So  they  began  to  question  me  but  it 
j  wasn't  just  aboul  the  services,  or  who  I 
,  knew,  bul  they  asked  about  my  family 
and  my  background  and  probed  away 
!  about  my  grandparents  and  all  kinds  ol 
I  personal  things..,.  II  went  on  'til  eight 
1  o'clock  that  night  and  I  jusl  broke  down, 
I  I  cried.  Mostly  because  I  knew  I  was 
1  going  to  be  kicked  out.  But  I  admilted  It. 
1  I  told  them  I  was  gay.  Bul  I  didn't  Im- 
plicate anyone  else." 
j      She  submitted  to  the  lie  detector 
then.  It  didn't  seem  to  make  much  dif- 
ference anymore,  They  told  her  they 
wanted  to  "tesl  her  loyalty  to  Canada," 
and  for  about  a  hall  an  hour  she  an- 
swered questions  about  official  secrets 
and  what  she  knew  and  who  she'd  told. 
When  it  was  over  Ihey  told  her  she  was 
"clean."  Then  they  asked  her  to  sign  a 
statement  of  confession,  and  she  did, 
exhausted  and  broken  by  nine  hours  of 
grilling,  and  then  she  wen!  home. 

Two  days  later  ihe  special  In- 
vestigation team  returned  to  Halifax. 
They  left  behind  them  a  shattered  and 
terrified  gay  community.  Because  Ihere 
was  some  small  sense  ol  community 
among  the  gay  people  on  Ihe  base  — 
they  knew  each  olher,  and  Irom  lime  lo 
time  they  were  able  to  arrange  clan- 
destine liltle  parties  somewhere  off 
base.  Not  very  often,  but  it  happened 
And  there  was  thai  special  sense  of 
camaraderie  that  comes  Irom  being  in- 
visible to  everyone  else,  but  knowing, 
and  knowing  who  else  knows. 

But  all  that  was  gone  now.  The  gay 
people  stayed  away  Irom  each  other. 
They  were  afraid  —  companionship, 
community  was  compromising.  And  lor 
three  agonizing  weeks  nothing  hap- 
pened, no  word  Irom  Halifax,  life  went 
on  just  as  before  except  that  people 
who  used  lo  see  a  lot  of  each  other 
didn't  anymore... 


On  March  28th  It  happened.  They 
were  informed  that  they  had  "finished 
work."  That  was  five  women  Irom 
Argentia,  three  women  In  Halifax  who 
had  been  in  Argentia  before  that. 
Shortly  thereafter  one  more  woman 
turned  Herself  in.  She  said  lhal  she  was 
"lired  of  living  like  a  rat  In  a  hole."  She 
didn't  have  to  do  it  —  Gloria  had  cleared 
her  In  Ihe  testimony  that  she  gave.  Bul 
she  probably  guessed  that  II  was  just  a 
matter  of  time. 

On  April  9  Gloria  was  back  In  Kit- 
chener, ai  home  with  her  parents  who 
know  their  daughter  is  lesbian  and  ac- 
cept her  lovingly  (or  what  she  Is,  who 
were  grief-striken  about  what  had  hap- 
pened and  who  encouraged  her  to  light, 
She  didn't  need  much  encourage  men  I. 
And  she  had  the  kind  ol  record  lhat 
mighi  make  an  appeal  a  likely  thing.  II 
look  her  |usl  under  lour  years  to  reach 
Level  Three  In  Graphic  Operations.  The 
amount  of  lime  allotted  to  reach  lhat 
level  Is  somewhere  between  seven  and 
eight  years,  and  most  people  need  il. 
While  she  was  still  a  private  she  had  fif- 
teen people  under  her  on  ihe  job,  and 
some  ol  Ihose  were  sergeants  and 
warranl  officers.  Gloria  had  reached  Ihe 
highest  level  she  couldwlthout  being  an 
officer,  and  when  she  was  permllted  to 
take  the  officers'  exam  she  gol  a  mark 
Of  96.1.  Asa  resull,  she  received  a 
"Special  Congratulations"  from  a 
superior  of  licer  in  the  American  com- 
mand. Two  requests  came  Irom  the 
Operations  Oflicer  in  Sherbourne  that 
she  be  promoted  early  to  Corporal,  and 
a  request  from  her  Operations  Officer  In 
Argenlla  that  she  be  promoted  early  to 
Master  Corporal.  "Thai  kind  of  Ihlng 
doesn't  normally  happen,"  she  says. 

She  thought  aboul  it  tor  three  weeks, 
and  then  she  did  two  things.  She  wenl 
public.  And  she  Hied  a  Redress  of 
Grievance  to  the  Chief  of  Defense  in 
Ottawa  The  story  broke  in  a  front-page 
article  in  the  Kilchener-Waterloo  Record 
over  the  long  week-end  in  May,  and  got 
picked  up  by  the  Globe  and  Mail  and 
carried  across  Canada.  "I  felt  II  was  im- 
portant to  doll  lhat  way,"  she  told  me  "I 
wanted  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
know  what  happened,  and  I  thought 
olher  gay  people  would  leel  better 
knowing  thai  some  of  us  are  fighting 
back. ..maybe  ihey'd  think  of  doing  the 
same  ihlng."  She's  had  letters  since 
then.  Not,  fortunately,  letters  Irom 
people  who  lell  you  how  much  Ihey  love 
homosexuals  before  they  get  inlo 
quoting  Levliicus  and  Romans.  The  let- 
ters that  came  were  Irom  women  who 
were  encouraging,  congratulalory, 
amazed;  women  who  did  feel  better 
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Camping  about  has  a  lot  to  be  said 
lor  ii  First  ot  all,  and  above  all. 
It's  very  us  In  II  we  have  evolved 
a  distinctive  way  Ol  behaving  and  ol 
relating  to  each  otfier  To  have  a  good 
camp  together  gives  you  a  tremendous 
sense  ol  idenilllcaiion  and  belonging.  It 
Is  just  about  Ihe  only  style,  language 
and  culture  thai  is  distinctively  and 
unambiguously  gay  male,  In  a  world 
drenched  In  straighlness  all  the  Images 
and  Ihe  words  ol  society  express  and 
confirm  the  Tightness  ol  hetero- 

sxuallty  Camp  Is  one  thing  lhal  ex- 
presses and  conllrms  being  a  gay  man.* 
Andlhen,  camplslun.  It's  quile  easy 
10  pick  up  the  lingo  and  get  inlo  the 

a,  and  it  makes  even  quite  dull 
people  will/   Fun  and  wit  are  their  own 
Justification-,  but  camp  tun  has  other 
merits  too:  It's  a  form  ol  sell-detense. 
Particularly  in  Ihe  pasl,  Ihe  lad  thai  gay 
men  could  so  sharply  and  brightly  made 
tun  ol  themselves  meant  thai  Ihe  real 
awlulness  ot  Ihelr  situation  could  be 
Kept  at  bay  —  they  need  nol  take  ihlngs 
too  seriously,  need  not  let  It  get  them 
down.  Camp  kepi,  and  keeps,  a  lot  ol 
gay  men  going. 

Camp  is  not  masculine   By  definition, 
camping  about  is  not  butch.  II  Is  In- 
stead a  way  of  being  human,  willy  and 
vllal  (lor  the  whole  camp  stance  is  full  ot 
vltallly)  wllhout  conforming  to  the  drab- 
ness  and  rigidity  of  Ihe  hel  male 
role.  In  Ouenlln  Crisp's  autobiography. 
The  Naked  Civil  Servant,  one  can  see 
camp's  radical /progressive  potential  — 
Crisp  scaring  muggers  who  know  that 
all  this  bulch  male  bil  Is  not  really  them; 
funning  rings  of  logic  and  wit  around 
the  pedestrian  ideas  ot  psychiatrists, 
magistrates  and  the  rest;  and,  by  living 
out  a  high  camp  lifestyle,  developing  a 
serenity  and  a  sense  ot  being  al-one- 
wlth-hlmself  (caught  in  his  beaulllully 
camp  line,  "I  am  one  ot  ihe  stately 
homos  of  England"). 

Identityandlogetherness,  tun  and 
wit,  self-protection  and  thorns  In  the 
llesh  of  straight  society  —  these  are  Ihe 
pluses  ol  camp.  Unfortunately  there  are 
also  minuses,  and  Ihey  are  precisely  Ihe 
opposite  side  ot  those  posillve 

The  togetherness  you  gel  from 
camping  about  Is  line  —  but  not 
everybody  actually  (eels  able  to  camp 
about.  A  bunch  ot  queens  screaming 
together  can  be  a  very  exclusive  group. 
The  very  lighi  togetherness  thai  makes 
It  so  good  to  be  one  ot  the  queens  Is 
just  the  thing  that  makes  a  lot  ot  other 
gay  men  feel  left  out.  One  of  the  sadder 
leatures  ol  the  gay  movement  is  the 
down  so  many  activists  have  on  queens 
and  camp  —  on  practically  Ihe  only 
heritage  we've  got   But  it  can  work  Ihe 
other  way  around  loo  —  some  queens 
despise  the  straight-looking  (or  other- 
wise non-queenly)  gays  around  them,  as 
It  camping  it  up  were  the  only  way  ol 
being  gay  You  have  to  lei  people  be  gay 
in  ihe  way  lhat's  best  for  ihem 

The  lun  and  wit  have  their  drawbacks 
too  They  lend  to  lead  toanattitudeby 
which  nothing  can  be  taken  serlously. 
Everyihinghas  to  be  turned  into  a 
wiiiicismorajoke   Camp  finds the 

"  i  llrau  ihe  gay  male  point  —  lesbians  do 
not  seem  lo  have  this  culture,  perhaps 
because  ai  vvomen  ihey  have  had  even  less 

■  ■  ■:■  !.■  ih,  image   y  fj  julturc  raking 
I   processeaotiooely  lhanevengay  menhave 


going. 


by  Richard  Dyer 


organized  gay  movement  loo  dull,  loo 
political,  or  simply  not  enough  fun.  It's 
a  lair  point  —  up  to  a  point.  Lite  Is  not  a 
bed  ol  roses  lor  gay  men,  still;  sexism 
and  our  own  male  chauvinism  are  hard 
to  understand,  come  to  terms  with,  and 
change.  That  does  not  always  lend  it- 
sell  to  tun  and  wit,  but  II  needs  lobe 
done  all  the  same. 

The  sell-mockery  o!  sell-protection 
can  also  have  3  corrosive  ellect  on  us. 
We  can  keep  mocking  ourselves  to  Ihe 
point  where  we  really  do  think  we're  a 
rather  pathetic.  Interior  lot.  Camp  can 
help  us  keep  the  social  situation  ot  gay 
people  from  getting  us  down,  but  If 
sometimes  stops  us  seeing  thai  It  Is  the 
situation  that  Is  wrong,  nol  ourselves, 

Camping  about,  then,  Is  good  and 
bad,  progressive  and  reactionary.  Often 
it  Is  very  hard  lo  disentangle  these  two 
aspects. 

For  Instance:  I  am  very  much  in  the 
habit  ot  calling  men  'she'  —  a  man  with 
a  large  cock  Is  'a  big  girl';  ot  a  man 
showing  olf  I'll  say  "Get  her!";  I 
welcome  trlends  with  "It's  Miss  Jones" 
(or  whomever).  In  one  way,  this  Is  a 
good  habit.  After  all.  I'm  glad  to  be  gay 
and  I  prefer  straight  women  (I.e.  most 
women)  to  straight  men  (I.e.  most  men). 
Calling  gay  men  'she'  means  I  don't  think 
of  them,  or  myself,  as  straight  men  (with 
all  that  Implies).  But  given  the  actual 
situation  of  women  In  society  and  given 
thai,  however  hard  I  try,  there's  still  plen- 
ty of  male  chauvinism  about  me,  there  Is 
something  rather  suspect  in  this  habit. 
Like  so  much  of  camp,  It  Is  deeply  am- 
biguous; so  much  depends  on  what  you 
feel  about  men  and  women,  about  sex, 
about  being  gay.  (In  Ihe  end  I  think  I'll 
go  on  doing  it  because  I'd  rather  gay 
men  Identify  with  straight  women  than 
with  straight  men.  Most  of  the  values 
associated  with  masculinity  In  this 
society  —  aggressiveness,  com- 
petitiveness, et  cetera  'above'  tender- 
ness and  emotion  —  I  reject.) 

The  context  of  camp  Is  important  loo. 
Camp  means  a  lot  at  a  gathering  of  gay 
people  or  when  used  defiantly  by  open 
gays  against  straighlness,  but  it  Is  also 
easily  taken  up  by  straight  society  and 
used  against  us.  We  know  two  things 
about  camp  that  straights  don't  (if  the 
media  and  everyday  ]okes  give  a  true  In- 
dication) —  that  it  can  be  nice  to  be  a 
queen,  and  that  not  all  gay  men  are 
queens.  The  straight  media  have  taken 
up  the  queen  image  which  we  have 
created  but  have  used  it  against  us.  To 
a  limited  extent  they  appreciate  Ihe  wit, 
but  they  fall  to  see  why  it  has  been 
necessary.  They  pick  up  the  undertow 
of  self-oppression  without  ever  latching 
onto  the  criticism  and  defiance  of 
straighlness.  And  they  |u si  never  seem 
lo  realize  that  camping  is  only  one  way 
ol  being  gay.  Camp  queens  are  Ihe 
inevitable  image  of  gayness  In  art  and 
the  media. 

As  I  see  it,  this  rather  catches  us  in  a 
cleft  stick.  (!)  We  should  delend  camp 
whether  we're  queens  or  not;  at  the 
same  time  we've  got  to  make  it 
clear  that  we  are  nol  all  campall  the 
time.  For  the  straight  media  lhat's  a 
rather  complicated  argument. 

It's  quite  acompllcaled  problem  tor 
us  loo.  Ultimately  I  think  weshouldbe 
open  about  allowing  each  oiher  to  be 
queens  or  not  as  we  reel,  and  should  Iry      I 
to  build  on  camps  legacy  ot  anil-butch        i 
fun  and  wil  as  a  way  ot  building  gayness 
into  a  better  society 
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What  men  of  camp  as  a  hind  ol 
taste  at  sensibility?  It  is  easy  — 
and  usual  —  at  Ihe  beginning  ol 
discussions  of  camp  toolferalislof 
camp  Ihings  so  that  we  all  know  what 
we  a/e  talking  about  Thus: 

Nelson  Eddy  and  Jeanette 
Mac  Donald 
Aubrey  Beards  ley 
Vienna  waltzes 
most  classical  battel 
Busby  Berkeley 
Ihe  Queen  Molher 
I        velvet  &  brocade  curtains 
Marie  ne  Dietrich 

Such  lists  are,  however,  a  bit 
misleading.  Camp  is  far  more  a 
question  ol  how  one  responds  to  thing 


It  is  interesting  lo  speculate  about 
why  camp  should  be  the  'orm  that  gay 
mjip  i.uiiute  has  taken   SusanSontag, 
in  a  marvellous  essay  on  camp  In  her 
book.  Against  Interpretation,  suggests 
that  camp  is  the  way  gay  men  have 
sought  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
culture  ot  Ihe  society  they  live  in. 
Mastery  ol  style  and  wit  have  been  a 
way  ol  proclaiming  lhai  gays  have 
something  distinctive  to  offer 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  true.  Gay 
men  have  made  certain  'slyle  pro- 
less  ions*  very  much  their  own  (by  asso- 
ciation, at  any  rate,  il  not  by  actual 
force  ol  numbers)  —  halrdresslng.  In- 
terior decoration,  dress  design,  ballel, 
musicals.  These  occupations  have 
made  the  life  of  society  as  a  whole  more 
elegant  and  graceful,  and  the  show  bi 


nonetheless  is  that  ot  ad|unct  to  a  man, 
not  just  as  wile,  servant  and  mother  lo 
'his' kids,  but  also  as  a  display  ol  his 
wealth  —  by  her  smartness,  the 
|  frequency  other  hair-dos,  the  number  ol 
her  chic  outfits    This  applies  above  aii 
lo  Ihe  wealthy,  ot  course,  where  the  lady 
I  in  her  Pans  fashions  displays  her 
husband's  buying  power  and  her  access 
(by  virtue  Of  his  position)  to  the  canons 
of  good  taste.  But  in  less  spectacular 
forms  it  works  lower  down  the  social 
I  scale.  Most  husbands  expect  their 
j  wives  to 'look  nice.' to  make  an  effort 
I  with  theirappearancewhen  they  are 
taken  out   It  is  only  Ihe  poorest 
husband  whose  wife  cannot  afford  a 
:  bouffant  hair-do, some  lakefuranda 
glass  brooch  for  Saturday  night  out. 
And  we,  gay  men.  have  been  deep') 


It,  we  ve  had  to  be  skilled  in  disguise,  at 
appearing  to  be  one  ot  the  crowd 
Because  we  had  to  hide  what  we  really 
lelt  tor  so  much  ot  the  time,  wohadlo 
master  the  facade  ot  whatever  social 
set-up  we  lound  ourselves  in  We 
couldn'l  afford  lo  stand  out  in  arty 
j  way  —  lhat  might  give  the  game  away 
i   about  out  gayness  So  we  developed  an 
1   eye  and  an  ear  for  surfaces,  appear- 
ances, forms  —  for  slyle.  Small  wonder 
then  lhat  when  we  came  to  develop  our 
'  own  culture  the  habll  ol  style  should 
have  remained  so  dominant  in  it. 

Looked  al  Ihis  way,  the  camp  sen- 
sibility Is  very  much  a  product  ot  our 
oppression.  And.  Inevitably,  II  Is 
scarred  bl  that  oppression  Tneem- 
1  phasisorfsurfaceandstylecanbecome 
obsessive.  Often  unable  to  discriminate 


Far  left:  Vanessa  Harwood.  Karen  Ksln,  and 
Rudolph  Nureyev  In  Ihe  National  Ballet  of 
Canada's  production  ol  Gfsslte. 


than  one  ol  qualities  actually  Inherent  In 
Ihe  Ihings  IhemseWes.  It's  perfectly 
possible  lo  lake  Nelson  Eddy  and 
Jeanette  MacDonald  seriously  as  lovers 
In  musicals,  or  Ihe  Queen  Mother  as  an 
embodiment  ot  Britannic  Royalty,  or 
Beardsley  as  a  draftsman,  and  so  on. 
Equally,  one  can  find  ihings  camp  which 
are,  on  the  surface,  the  very  antithesis 
of  camp  —  John  Wayne,  for  instance,  or 
Wagner.  It's  all  in  how  you  look  at  It. 

How  then  to  define  the  camp  way  of 
looking  at  things?  Baslcally.it  (saway 
of  prying  the  form  ot  something  away 
trom  its  content,  ot  revelling  in  Ihe  style 
while  dismissing  the  content  as  trivial. 
H  you  really  believe  in  the  emotions  and 

,  storiesot  classical  ballet,  in  the  right- 
ness  and  value  ol  royalty,  in  the  proper- 
ness  of  supervinlity  and  fascism  then 
you  could  not  lind  The  Sleeping  Beauty. 
the  Oueen  Mother  01  John  Wayne  camp 
What  I  value  about  camp  Is  precisely 
that  il  is  a  weapon  against  the  mystique 
surrounding  Art,  Royalty  and 
Masculinity  —  it  cocks  an  irreslstable 
snook.lt  demystifies  by  playing  up  and 
exposing  Ihe  artifice  by  which  such 
things  as  these  retain  their  hold  on  the 
maionty  ol  the  population. 
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end  has  provided  Ihe  world  at  large  with 
many  pleasant  evenings.  They  are  also 
clearly  marked  by  a  sense  of  camp  —  by 
an  emphasis  on  style  for  style's  sake. 
They  don't  have  'serious'  content  (a 
hairstyle  is  not  'about'  anything),  they 
don't  have  a  practical  usefthey're  just 
nice),  and  the  actual  (orms  taken  accen- 
tuate artifice,  fun,  and  occasionally 
outrageous  ness  —  all  thai  chi-chi  and 
lat,  those  sequins  and  lassies,  chiffon 
scarves  and  fussy  ornaments,  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  the  camp  sensibility 
that  has  provided  gay  men  with  a  certain 
legitimacy  in  Ihe  world. 

A  certain  legitimacy  only.  The  very 
lujiuriousness  and  'uselessness'  of 
these  professions  have  also  tended  to 
reinforce  the  Image  of  gay  men  as 
decadent,  marginal,  frivolous  —above 
all.  not  involved  in  production  ot  the  real 
wealth  of  society  (on  the  shop  floor 
or  In  Ihe  management  office),  but 
rather  hovering  at  the  edges  as  sterile 
par  as  lies. 

The  associailon  of  so  much  of  the 
camp  style  professions  with  women  is 
also  ambiguous  Although  a  married 
woman  in  oursoclety  is  involved  in 
production,  her  chief  social  role 


volved  in  creating  the  styles  and 
providing  the  services  lor  the  'turn-out' 
of  the  women  of  the  Western  world. 
This  gives  us  legitimacy  —  but  as 
parasites  on  women  who  are  them- 
selves seen  as  subordinate  to  men,  as 
mere  objects  of  luxury,  however 
meagre.  Those  who  care  about 
everyone's  liberation  are  bound  to  be 
wary  of  camp  for  its  involvement  in  ob- 
jectifying women  in  this  way 

But  that's  a  digression.  Let's  get 
back  lo  the  point  about  camp 
evolving  because  gay  men  have 
staked  out  a  claim  on  society  at  large  by 
the  mastery  of  style  and  artifice.  That 
seems  true,  bui  i  he  question  slill 
remains  —  why  style  and  artifice  rather 
than  anything  else? 

A  reason  is  suggested  by  a  German 
survey  of  gay  people  published  In  an 
early  Gay  News.  It  was  lound  lhal  gays 
were  extremely  'adaptable'  —  that  is. 
we  tend  lo  find  It  easy  to  111  into  any  oc- 
cupation or  circle  of  people    Or  rather, 
and  this  is  the  point,  we  find  it  easy  to 
appear  to  fit  in.  We  are  good  al  picking 
up  the  rules,  conventions,  forms  and 
appearances  ol  different  social  circles. 
Why?  Because  we've  had  to  be  good  at 


between  those  things  that  need  to  be 
treated  for  laughs  and  style  and  those 
lhat  are  genuinely  serious  and  impor- 
tant, camp  can  encourage  Instant  flight 
In  a  flurry  of  chic  trom  anything  deep  or 
problematic  or  heavy. 

Aspects  ol  camp,  though,  are  so 
beguiling  that  ol  late  they  have  been 
adopted  by  many  straights.  But 
something  happens  to  camp  when 
taken  over  by  straights  —  it  loses  Its 
cutting  edge,  Us  Identification  with  the 
gay  experience,  its  distance  from  the 
straight  sexual  world-view.  Take  the 
example  of  John  Wayne.  Many  straight 
men  now  find  him  camp,  but  they  love 
!  him  just  Ihe  same.  Gay  camp  can  em- 
phasize what  a  production  number  the 
Wayne  image  Is  —  the  lumbering  gait, 
drawling  voice  and  ever  more  craggy 
]   faceare  a  deliberately  constructed  and 
|  manufactured  imageof  virility.  By  this 
;  emphasis  gay  camp  can  stop  us  from 
!  seeing  John  Wayne  as  an  embodiment 
of  what  it  'really'  means  lo  be  a  man. 
Straight  camp  puts  a  different  em- 
i  phasls.  The  authority,  power  and 
,  roughness  ot  Ihe  Wayne  Image  are  still 

dear  to  Ihe  straight  imagination,  but 
I  they  have  been  criticized  heavily 
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enough  in  recent  years  (by  gay  people 
among  others}  For  there  to  be  em* 
barrassment  about  openly  accepting  or 
endorsing  such  qualities.  Camp  allows 
siraighi  audiences  to  re|ect  the  style  ot 
John  Wayne,  but  because  it  Is  so 
pleasant  to  laugh,  it  allows  a  certain 
wisifulatleclion  (or  him  to  linger  on 
Affection  for  John  Wayne,  however,  can 
only  be  in  reality  affection  (or  his  way  o( 
being  a  man   Straight  camp  allows 
images  ot  bulchness  to  retain  their  hold 
even  while  ihey  are  apparently  being 
refected 

Of  course,  this  twisting  ol  camp  away 
from  lis  radical /progressive/critical 
po(enlial  Is  only  possible  because  of 
(he  .'ambiguity  of  camp  even  within  gay 

•■  Not  all  gay  camp  Is  in  fact 
progressive,  but  nonetheless  It  does 


In  his  pioneering  study.  Homosex- 
ual Oppression  ana  Liberation. 
Dennis  Alfman  noted,  In  a  lovely 
phrase,  (hat  'Camp  is  lo  gay  what  soul  is 
tobiack/Thal'sright  —  butpushai  Ihe  i  &ftr*ialicm  anri  tho 
resemblance  a  bit  and  you  get  to  the  "  ■-'''        !        ' 

ambiguities  ol  both  camp  and  soul.  Soul 
Is  not  unequivocally  a  good  thing.  Cer- 
tainly ii  provides  black  people  (some 
black  people)  with  a  definite  black 
culture;  with  Its  roots  in  religion,  it 
provides  an  openness  lo  irrational  ex- 
perience thai  while  culture  tends  10  play 
down;  and  with  its  connections  to 
dance  and  ritual.  It  allows  for  a  physical 
Ireedom,  a  being-al-home-m-your-body. 
ihal  repressed  while  culture  shies  away 
Irom,  Bui  soul  also  reinforces  notions 
ot  black  people  as  mindless,  super- 
stitious and  sen-obsessed.  There  Is  the 


Above:  Camp  Wagner?  Wotan  In  Dip 

WalkQim. 

Above  right  John  Wayne  —  before  Ihe 

craggy  (ace. 

Below:  MerlBne  Dietrich 


"Camp  is  not  masculine.  By 
definition,  camping  about  is 
not  butch.  It  is  a  way  of  being 
human  and  vital  (for  the  whole 
camp  stance  is  full  of  vitality) 
without  conforming  to  the 
drabness  and  rigidity  of  the  het 
male  role." 


nave  Ihe  potential  for  being  so.  What 
camp  can  do  is  demystily  ihe  images 
and  world  view  of  art  and  the  media.  We 
are  encouraged  by  schooling  to  be  very 
solemn  in  Ihe  presence  of  art,  and  we 
are  templed  by  film  and  television  to  be 
drawn  into  the  worlds  Ihey  present  as  if 
they  were  real.  Camp  can  make  us  see 
ihal  what  art  and  ihe  media  give  us  are 
not  Truth  or  Reality  bui  fabrications, 
particular  ways  of  reflecting  the  world, 
particular  understandings  and  feelings 
ot  ihe  way  lite  is.  Art  and  the  media 
don't  give  us  life  as  II  really  Is  —  how 
could  Ihey  ever?  —  but  only  We  as  ar- 
lists  and  producers  think  il  is  Camp  by 
drawing  attention  lo  Ihe  artifices  em- 
ployed by  artists,  can  conslanily  remind 
us  that  what  we  are  seeing  is  only  a 
vlewofllfe  This  doesn't  stop  us  en- 
Joying  it.  but  it  does  stop  us  believing       ' 
too  readily  everylhing  we  are  shown   It      ' 
stops  us  thinking  thai  those  who  create    i 
ihe  landscape  of  culture  know  more 
atom  me  than  we  do  ourselves  A  camp 
appreciation  ol  an  and  the  media  can 
keep  us  on  our  guard  against  them  — 
and  considering  their  view  of  gayness,      I 
and  sexuality  in  general,  that's  got  lo  be    i 
a  good  thing. 
September 


same  equivocality  about  camp  —  II 
does  give  us  (some  oi  us)  an  Identity,  It 
does  undercut  sex  roles  and  the 
dominant  world-view,  II  is  fun;  bul  il  can 
also  irap  us  If  we  are  not  careful  in  the 
endless  pursuit  of  enjoyment  al  any 
price,  in  ihe  rejection  of  seriousness 
and  depth  of  feeling. 

What  we've  gol  lo  do  is  activate  the 
positive  attributes  of  camp  —  mince  in 
the  streets,  send  up  butchness  and 
machismo,  keep  our  oppression  at  bay 
with  a  scream  and  a|oke  —  without 
letting  them  Irap  us. 

You  know  the  clenched  fisl  you  some 
limes  see  on  political  buttons?  Well 
why  shouldn't  it  be  a  clenched  fist  on  - 
a  limp  wrist?  Divine.  Q 


"(r's  Being  so  Camp  as  Keeps  Us 
Going"  was  first  published  in  the 
English  gay  magazine.  Playguy. 

Richard  Oyer  Is  the  editor  ot  Gays 
and  Film,  recently  published  by  the 
British  Film  Institute. 


New  Life 

The  Personal  and  Sexual 
Politics  of  Edward  Carpenter 
and  Havelock  Ellis 
Sheila  Rowbotham  and 
Jeffrey  Weeks 

Pluto  Press,  London;  Urizen  Books 
New  York,  $8.95,  $3.95  (pbk) 
Gay  nostalgia  buffs  —  that  devoted 
following  which  faithfully  buys  up  Ihe 
lalest  on  Wilde,  Ihe  Bloomsbury  crowd, 
Baron  Corvo,  or  the  Lesbian  subculture  ol 
twenties  Paris  —  will  no  doubt  be  eager 
to  add  this  title  lo  their  burgeoning  coilec- 
nons,  (or  Edward  Carpenter  and  Havelock 
Ellis,  pioneer  sexual  liberationlsts,  were 
two  of  Ihe  more  promineni  and 
fascinating  figures  of  tum-ol-the-cenlury 
England.  But  readers  hoping  for  worship- 
ful, iniimate  portraits  laced  with  titillating 
delails  are  in  (or  a  letdown.  We  do  learn, 
for  instance,  that  Carpenter  was  known  to 
his  Inends  as  "Ted,"  but  II  is  nowhere 
mentioned  Ihal  George  Merrill,  his  lover  ol 
many  years'  standing,  was  also  known  as 
"Georgette."  Even  more  surprisingly, 
there  Is  not  a  trace  of  speculation  about 
the  possibility  that  Ellis  was  a  closeted 
homosexual;  he  is  taken  at  his  word  as  a 
shy,  sympalhellc  heterosexual.  Nor  does 
this  book  offer  political  biographies  In  the 
broadest  sense.  The  attitudes  of  Carpen- 
ter and  Ellis  toward,  say,  World  War  I  or 
ihe  Bolshevik  Revolution,  are  left  unre- 
corded, and  we  learn  next  to  nothing 
about  their  Involvement  In  either  the  Wodd 
League  tor  Sexual  Relorm  or  ihe  British 
Society  lor  Ihe  Study  of  Sex 
Psychology  —  Ihe  firsl  homosexual 
emancipation  organization  In  the  English- 
speaking  world. 

As  Its  tllfe  portends,  this  book  Is 
primarily  concerned  with  the  history  ot 
the  theory  and  practice  ot  sexual  politics. 
The  lightness  ol  that  focus  will  disappoint 
some  readers,  exhilarate  others.  To  Ihe 
authors'  credit,  gay  historiography  with 
this  degree  of  political  engagement  and 
sophistication  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
something  entirety  new,  Theirbook  ad- 
dresses Itself  to  Ihe  common  concerns  o) 
coniemporary  socialists,  gay 
liberationists.  and  feminists,  and 
especially  lo  those  who  consider  them- 
selves all  three.  It  Is  a  significant  con- 
tribution to  Ihe  theoretical  advancement 
of  those  movements. 

The  book  Is  arranged  In  lourparts.  An 
introduction  defines  the  authors'  aim  and 
goes  on  to  provide  a  helpful  overview  ol 
the  trends  wilhin  English  socialism  and 
feminism  during  the  decades  under  con- 
sideration. As  if  to  anticipate  the  objec- 
tion of  macho  socialists,  the  aulhors 
argue  that  it  would  be  all  too  easy  to 
dismiss  Carpenter  and  Ellis  as  "cranks 
and  visionaries."  The  connections  which 
these  pioneers  tried  to  make  between 
radical  social  Change  and  sexual  relations 
have  an  "obvious  relevance"  to  contem- 
porary social  1st  regimes.  Although  neither 
Carpenter  nor  Ellis  qualifies  as  a  Marxist, 
their  lives  and  writings  occupy  a 
distinguished  place  In  the  "socialisi 
tradition."  "We  do  not  see  these  studies 
as  presenting  'lessons'  for  now."  the 
authors  caution;  "we  do  see  them  as 
helping  our  understanding  of  our  own 
predicament." 

This  is  followed  by  the  substance  of 
the  book,  two  quite  distinct  and  oddly 
disproportionate  studies  of  Carpenter  and 
Ellis  by  Rowbotham  and  Weeks,  respec- 
tively. The  book  concludes  with  a  bnef 
bibliographical  essay. 

Rowbotham's  study  of  Carpenter  pains- 
raking ly  delineales  the  complex  milieu  In 
which  he  lived  and  wrote,  A  resident  of 
Sheffield,  Carpenter  was  ai  one  ot  the 
centres  of  the  late  Victonan  socialist 
revival  which  (used  sexual  utoplanism, 
anarcho-communism,  and  occasional 
"hard-headed"  labour  politics  in  an 
attempt  to  create  the  "new  lite," 
anticipating  the  political  revolution  .viih  a 
cultural  one.  Rowbotham's  earlier 
publications  have  demonstrated  her  Irv 
leresi  in  Ihe  "inlerior  life"  ot  Ihe  socialist 
and  feminist  movements;  here  she 
examines  not  only  Carpenier  bul  also  his 
Inends,  neighbours,  and  allies  in  an  effort 


lo  answer  such  questions  as  "how  did 
I    these  early  socialists  try  to  live?  how  did 
Ihey  see  and  relate  to  one  another?  whal 
did  they  think  and  leel  about  love,  about 
their  bodies  and  their  sexuality?" 

The  polittcization  which  Carpenter 
underwent  In  Sheffield  was  tempered  by 
an  1890  (np  to  India  and  Cfeylon.  from 
which  he  returned  as  a  "guru-like"  figure 
capable  ol  Inspihng  a  generation  ol 
English  socialists.  In  word  and  deed,  he 
manifested  a  firm  rejection  of  Victorian 
sexual  mores.  Me  had  ihe  courage  ol  his 
convictions:  by  conspicuously  living  with 
"Georgette."  healienaied  a  number  ol  his 
erstwhile  allies  {including  Peter 


Kropolkln).  Even  the  Wilde  trial  could  not 
deler  him  from  publishing  Love's  Coming 
of  Age  In  1896.  Havelock  Ellis"  Sexual  In- 
version appeared  one  year  later,  only  to  be 
yanked  Irom  Ihe  shelves  of  booksellers 
through  a  series  of  privale  deals  and  court 
actions. 


Edward  Carpenier 


Ellis,  too,  had  experienced  a  secular 
conversion  in  Ihe  far-flung  reaches  ol  the 
British  empire  —  Australia  to  be 
precise  —  and  he  devoted  Ihe  remainder 
of  his  life  to  the  cause  ot  sexual  freedom. 
The  heart  of  the  book  Is  a  detailed 
Ideological  critique  of  the  sexual  politics 
ol  these  men,  who  —  despite  their 
apparent  radicalism  —  are  revealed  as 
bourgeois  thinkers,  Carpenier  because  of 
his  utoplanism,  Ellis  because  of  his 
liberalism. 

There  is  no  point  in  condemning 
Carpenter  and  Ellis,  the  authors  argue,  (or 
laiiing  io  develop  a  "theory  which  could 
fully  explain  the  specific  oppression  ol 
women  (and  gays)  and  Its  relationship  to 
the  exploitation  ot  the  worker  In 
capllalism."  This  is  our  "predicament," 
loo.  One  approach  lo  overcoming  that 
theoretical  deficit  lies  In  studying  and 
cnliclsing  theories  which  have  become 
outmoded  and  co-opted.  Engels  comes  in 
for  his  licks  here  as  well;  sex-role 
stereotyping  is  the  common  denominator 
oi  the  sexual  politics  ol  Carpenter,  Ellis, 
and  Engels,  and  the  truth  does  not  lie 
somewhere  in  between. 

byJimSleekleyu   i- 
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By  Her  Own 
Admission 

A  Lesbian  Mother's  Fight  to 
Keep  her  Son 

Glftord  Guy.Gibson,  with  the 
collaboration  ol  Mary  Jo  Risher 
Doubleday.  1977.  $9.95 
Anyone  with  access  to  a  newspaper  in 

1975  has  read  about  Risher  vs  Risher,  a 
case  before  the  Dallas,  Texas 
Domestic  Relations  Court  In  which 
Doug  Risher  brought  sull  agalnsl  his  ex- 
wife,  Mary  Jo.  to  regain  custody  of 
his  two  sons,  Richard,  aged  11,  and 
Jimmy.  17  Risher  sought  io  vary  the 
custody  award  on  the  ground  thai  since 
Ihe  time  ol  the  divorce  Ihere  had  been  a 
change  In  circumstances  —  Mary  Jo 
Risher  had  been  living  since  1973  In  a 
homosexual  relationship.  Togeiherwlth 
Anne  Foreman,  Mary  Jo  was  raising  the 
Risher  boys  and  Mrs  Foreman's 
daughter  In  a  homosexual  family  unit. 
Everyone  wllh  particular  Interest  In 
Ihe  sialus  of  gay  parents  wilhln  the  con- 
text of  divorce  and  custody  proceedings 
looked  to  Risher  vs  Risher  to  provide  a 
barometerof  public  opinion.  ByHer 
Own  Admission  Is  the  book  we  have  all 
been  waiting  for. 

Such  a  book  as  this  has  iwo  func- 
tions. The  flrsl  Is  to  provide  Infor- 
mation; the  second  Is  to  be  readable  as 
wellaslnlormatlve.  ByHer  Own  Aa- 
mlssfonlsnellher.  Full  half  Ihe  book 
Is  taken  up  Ov  the  events  leading  (o  Ihe 
date  of  the  custody  hearing,  events 
which,  In  Ihe  hands  of  a  semiskilled 
writer,  could  allow  the  reader  to  know 
Ms  Risher  better  and  to  appreciate  the 
courage  It  must  have  taken  lor  her  to 
light  In  open  court  for  her  iwo  sons 
None  of  that  emerges  from  the  book. 
For  (he  first  135  pages  It  is  concerned 
largely  with  details  of  Ihe  older  son's 
continuing  arguments  with  various 
members  of  Ihe  family  —  he  feels  his 
mother  should  buy  him  a  car,  she  main- 
lalns  she  can't  afford  II.  In  Ihe  end  Doug 
Risher  buys  his  son  Ihe  car   The  boy 
gives  Ihe  key  lesllmony  at  the  hearing; 
Ihe  implicit  message  Is  thai  Ihe  lesbian 
mum  was  sold  out  lor  the  price  of  a 
used  car 

Glfford  Guy  Gibson  spares  us  not  one 
picayune  detail,  not  one  lapse  of  gram- 
mar from  the  hours  of  Mrs  Risher's  tape 
recorded  memoirs.  They  have  been 
pasted  together  to  produce  a  volume 
thai  cries  out  for  Ihe  generous  ap- 
plication ot  editorial  blue  pencil.  The 
author  has  exercised  neither  skill  nor 
style,  neither  integrity  nor  Imagination 
Even  Ihe  account  of  the  trial,  which 
begins  midway  through  the  volume.  Is 
of  limited  use.  The  transcript  is  given  to 
us  In  part.  \  would  rather  have  had  a 
chance  lo  read  the  entire  Ihing  wllhout 
the  facile  commentary  offered  by  Ihe 
author  and  without  having  to  trust  to  his 
editing  abilities.  He  spends  little  time 
on  legal  analysis,  preferring  to  devote 
his  energies  to  such  things  as  a  lengthy 
paragraph  describing  the  physical  ap- 
pearance of  Mrs  Risher's  female  attor- 
ney. 

Even  if  the  book  had  been  well  writ- 
ten, which  it  is  not,  ii  would  be  of  no 
assistance  io  Canadians  in  ihe 
preparallon  of  custody  disputes.  No 
American  court's  decision  Is  binding  on 
a  Canadian  court,  some  American  cases 
are  persuasive,  bul  only  when  the  laws 
and  the  fads  are  sufficiently  similar  to 
admit  a  logical  connection.  The  Texas 
taw  on  custody  Is  never  even  cited  for  us 
by  Gibson,  much  less  explained.  Risher 
vs  Risher  is  also  a  jury  decision,  a  mere 
yes'  or  'no,'  and  not  a  judicial  opinion  In 
which  the  law  Is  explained  and  the  an- 
swer derived  by  careful,  logical  ap- 
plication of  the  law  to  particular  fact. 
Jury  verdlcls  allow  for  no  shades  of  grey 
and  are  useless  as  legal  precedents. 
especially  when  Imported  Into  another 
jurisdiction. 

This  Is  a  book  that  exploits  gay 
people,  both  Mary  Jo  Risher  and  all  ol 
us  who  may  expend  nearly  ten  dollars  to 
acquire  It.  II  it  has  a  permanent  place  In 
my  library  II  will  be  as  a  doorstop,  or 
shredded  to  make  Hilar  for  the  cat 

,,_    .  by  "Porlla"L_i 
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Under  the  Rainbow 

Growing  Up  Gay 

Amie  Kantrowitz 
William  Morrow.  1977.  $9.95 
Amie  Kantrowilz's  autobiography. 
Under  the  Rainbow,  Is  In  part  a 
chronicle  ol  his  Intense  involvement  in 
New  York's  Gay  Activist  Alliance  (GAA) 
Uke  many  of  us,  he  was  transformed  by 
;    the  gay  movement,  for  a  lime  it 
<  dominated  his  lite.  He  heard,  as  I  did.  a 
j    friend  remark;  'Chris!  don't  you  ever 
!    ihmk  ot  anylhlng  but  gay  liberation.'' 
,       The  "rainbow"  In  Ihe  lille  is  ot  course 
I    the  one  lhat  Judy  Garland  always  sang 
|   about.  Kantrowitz  compares  his  ups  and 
downs  in  life  and  gay  politics  lo 
Dorothy's  ups  and  downs  In  The  Wizard 
otOz.  Gay  liberation  becomes  a  parade 
to  an  Emerald  City  when  Kantrowitz 
sums  up  his  description  ol  New  YonVs 
lirsl  gay  pride  march;  "Arms  linked,  the 
legions  ol  gays  were  marching  loOz. 
We  were  oil  lo  see  Ihe  Wizard.  We  were 
coming  out."  I  find  this  a  trivial,  obvious 
metaphor  which  diminishes  the 
author's  experiences.  In  borrowing  such 
images  from  the  movies,  Kantrowitz 


profound  when  trying  to  be  honest  lhan 
whendreaming   He  ends  as  a  mystic. 

Yecch. 

Kanlrowitz's  view  ot  polllics  was  born 
in  the anll-ldeologlcal. counter-cultural 
sixties,  a  political  meeling  is  described 
variously  as  a  tove-in  or  a  clash  of  per- 
sonalities, never  an  exchange  ot  serious 
ideas.  Kantrowilz's  political 
experiences  are  described  tor  Ihelr  form 
and  appearance,  people  are  charac- 
terized superficially  by  what  ihey  wear, 
not  by  the  substance  of  their  politics. 
"We  had  our  liberal  theoreticians  like 
Barbara  Gittmgs  and  Kay  Tobin  In  their 
casual  slacks." 

Such  dippy  politics  don't  help  explain 
the  world  to  Kantrowitz  His  views  are 
based  on  a  series  of  revelatory  acid  trips 
and  visions  described  in  silly  hippie- 
speak,  lor  example;  "A  glow  descended 
over  me  and  everything  I  saw  was 
beauiilul,  meaninglul,  In  some  new  way 
right  ...Each  individual  thing  seemed 
beautiful  precisely  because  H  was  what 

The  book  Is  subtitled  Growing  Up 
Gay  Kantrowitz  Is  good  at 
communicating  what  it's  like  to  be 
young  and  Jewish  and  gay.  The  writing 
here  is  more  insightful  because  the 
perceptions  of  family  llle  seem  more 
profound.  Many  gay  men  can  empathize 
wllh  Kantrowilz's  experiences  In  sub- 
urban New  Jersey:  furtive  ex- 
periments wilh  other  boys,  uncom- 
fortable dates  wilh  girls,  his  parents' 
expectations  ol  conformity.  He  ex- 
presses the  feelings  many  of  us  had 
when  the  isolation  seemed  greatest  and 


AmleKsnlrovvllz. 


typifies  Ihose  gay  meh  who  have  ac- 
cepted uncritically  the  worldview  ol  Ihe 
Hollywood  dream-tactory,  adopting  Iwo- 
dlmenslonal  lllm  figures  as  their  Idols  or 
role  models  while  trying  lo  live  out  its 
unreal  concepts  of  romance.  It's  surely 
time  we  ended  this  practice. 

Kantrowitz  admits  his  dreams  were 
made  in  the  movies.  His  fantasy  men 
are  celluloid  figures  like  Heathcllffe  and 
Rhelt  Butler  For  him,  Christopher  Streel 
"was  an  enchanted  road  lo  paradise 
paved  with  yellow  brick."  Such 
"Technicolor"  idealizations  necessarily 
lead  to  disillusionment  As  the  dream 
world  bulli  around  GAA  and  his  gay 
household  start  to  fail  Kantrowitz,  he 
goes  off  In  search  of  new  illusions,  first 
to  Europe,  Ihen  across  the  United 
States  seeking  oul  a  hippie  commune  in 
the  mounlains  of  the  West.  Because  he 
so  obviously  set  himself  up  for  his 
disappolnlments,  I  find  it  hard  to 
empathize  with  him. 

The  book  closes  wilh  Kantrowilz's 
wilhdrawal  from  the  gay  movement.  He 
justifies  this  with  Ihe  optimistic  asser- 
tion that  Ihe  gay  rights  struggle  Is 
almost  won.  He  turns  Increasingly  to 
ihe  company  of  straight  friends  with  the 
breezy  line.  "Good  people  are  too  hard 
to  find  to  let  a  utile  thing  like  labels 
interfere,"  It's  not  clear  who  these 
"good  people"  are;  in  Ihe  past  the 
slralghi  Iriends  were  insensilive  or  anil- 
gay.  He  leaves  the  Greenwich  Village 
ghetto  looking  for  "Kansas  uptown." 
"At  the  heart  of  fantasy  lies  the  trulh," 
he  says.  With  such  glib  and  wrong- 
headed  conclusions,  he's  no  more 


the  role  models  dldn'l  apply.  His 
suffering  as  a  closeted  self-hating 
homosexual  wenl  on  and  on;  he  made 
two  aitempls  at  suicide.  These  are 
perceived  as  purely  psychological 
events  raiher  than  instances  of  gay  self- 
oppression.  Analysis,  even  with  a  gay 
therapist,  didn't  bring  Kanlrowilz  out  ol 
the  closer 

Ultimately  It  is  involvement  in  Ihe  gay 
liberation  movement  lhat  opens  Ihe 
closel  door  Kanirowitz,  however,  offers 
no  insight  as  to  how  this  coming  out 
happened.  By  passing  over  the  sub- 
stance of  gay  liberation  ideology  and 
activity,  he  gives  Ihe  impression  thai 
posilive  changes  In  self-image  and  self- 
confidence  seem  lo  take  place  by 
Hollywood-type  magic.  Kanirowitz  has 
no  deep  understanding  of  heterosexist 
role  models  and  Ihelr  effect  on  children. 
He  has  no  lools  to  explain  his  unhappy 
childhood  other  than  to  say  lhat  his 
parents  were  "Freudian  classics"  who 
wanted  very  much  for  him  to  be 
helerosexual. 

Since  first  reading  Rila  Mae  Brown's 
novel  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  I  have  longed  lor 
a  book  that  would  dellghl  and  inform  me 
aboul  gay  male  experience,  sing  about 


Award  honours  gay  physician 

The  American  Library  Association's  Task  Force  on  Gay  Liberation  has  awarded 
its  annual  Gay  Book  Award  for  1977  to  Familiar  Faces.  Hidden  Uves;  The  Story 
of  Homosexual  Men  in  America  Today,  written  by  Ihe  late  Dr.  Howard  Brown 
former  health  services  commissioner  lor  the  Cily  ol  New  York.  The  award  was 
given  during  the  ALA's  annual  conference,  held  this  year  In  Delroit 

According  lo  coordinator  BarbaraGltlings,  ihe  Gay  Task  Force  chose  the 
book  because  il  "stresses  the  positive  lives  achieved  by  many  gay  men  ol  Or 
Brown  s  generation...  provides  the  corrective  of  reality  to  society's  distorted 
view  of  homosexuals...  and  speaks  up  for  gay  men  living  productive  lives  in  the 
mainslream  ol  society  as  no  other  book  has  done  " 
Bro"wnaWafd  "**  feCelvM  dy  D'  Howara  Messer.  a  friend  of  Ihe  late  Howard 


men- loving- men,  illuminale  the  trouble 
and  resistance 

Gay  people  need  to  look  at  out 
position  in  straight  society,  lo  discover 
our  roots,  lo  develop  a  new  literature 
about  ourselves.  Personal  experiences 
aesthetically  presented  could  speak  to 
Ihe  uninformed,  provide  insighl  lo  Ihose 
coming  oul  and  nourish  Ihose  of  ua 
already  oul.  Under  the  Rainbow  tells  the 
story  of  a  lite  bul  otters  tew  Insights 
into  It  It  isai  limes  entertaining  bul  loo 
often  glib  or  superficial.  I  had  hoped  for 
much  more. 

by  David  Gibson  j 

Womanfriends 

A  Soap  Opera 

by  Esther  Newton  and 

Shirley  Walton.  Friends  Press, 

520  West  1 10th  Street,  New  York 
1976.  $4.50. 

In  ihls  period  of  so  called  "liberation"  it 
is  easy  to  lind  books  on  sex  and  ihere 
are  some  describing  love,  but  very  tew 
about  friendship  Womantnends 
documents  a  friendship,  the  struggle 
and  hard  work  In  building  and  main- 
taining a  close  and  growing  relation- 
ship. The  authors  use  an  honest  and 
probing  epistolary  style  which  Is  at 
limes  fascinating  and  aloihers,  most 
mundane.  Much  is  made  of  the  tact  thai 
one  woman  is  a  lesbian  and  the  other  is 
slraight  and  yet  In  Ihe  context  of  this 
joint  journal  ii  doesn't  seem  to  make 
any  difference  thai  one  friend  lives  wllh 
a  husband  and  later  a  baby,  and  ihe 
other  lives  wilh  a  woman.  What  does 
mailer  is  ihelr  relationship  with  each 
other,  which  Is  often  stormy  and  hurtful 
bul  nevertheless  rewarding.  While  Ihey 
both  see  themselves  as  feminists,  very 
III  tie  feminist  theory  or  philosophy 
comes  up  in  ihe  course  of  Iheir  Back  and 
forth  expforai ions.  Ihey  seem  more 
concerned  wllh  personal  solullons  via 
Ihelr  respecllve  shrinks  than  with 
leminlsi  political  activity,  although  they 
both  belong  to  feminist  groups. 
Somehow,  the  voyeur  in  me  continued 
reading,  hoping  for  some  momenls  of 
Iruih,  periods  of  grace,  or  resolutions 
bul,  just  as  in  real  life,  that  doesn't  hap- 
pen In  Ihis  recording  of  lite. 

This  book  suffers  from  all  the 
weaknesses  thai  you'd  expect  from  one 
written,  edited  and  published  by  the 
same  people  The  most  outstanding 
feature  of  Ihe  work  is  Ihe  before  and 
after  pholographs  "Before"  shows  two 
women  well  made  up,  hair  bouffant,  in 
dresses,  obviously  aboul  lo  be  rushed 
lor  sorority.  The  "After"  portrays  two 
mature  women  In  blue  Jeans,  short  hair- 
cuts and  arms  around  each  other  ob- 
viously happy 

The  possibilities  of  using  this  teller 
style  are  endless  and  Eslher  Newton 
and  Shirley  Walton  have  made  a 
beginning 

by  SherrtllCheda 


Ariadne  auf  Naxos 

Richard  Strauss,  Hugo  von 

Hofmannsthal 

Festival  Canada,  National  Arts 

Centre,  Ottawa 

Festival  Canada's  annual  opera  project, 
held  at  the  National  Arts  Centre  during ' 
July,  gave  no  advance  indication  of 
being  an  anli-gay  event.  There  Is  cer- 
tainly nothing  overtly  anil-gay  about  the 
libretto  of  Richard  Strauss'  Ariadne  auf 
Naxos,  even  the  most  imaginative  'lag- 
spotter  would  not  have  had  occasion  at 
theoutsel  to  suspecl  the  existence  of 
such  a  vicious  homosexual  stereotype 
as  the  Czech  director  Vaclav  Kasllk  has 
written  into  his  horrendous  production 
of  whal  was  once  a  touching,  if 
somewhat  confused,  opera. 

Briefly.  Ariadne  auf  Naxos  is  a 
collaboration  of  the  lale-romantlc  Ger- 
man composer  Richard  Sirauss  and 
playwright  Hugo  von  Hofmannsthal, 
originally  produced  In  Stuttgart  In  1912 
and  revised  wilh  a  Prologue  for  Vienna 
In  1916  In  II.  a  wealthy  aristocrat  has 
organized  an  after-dinner  entertainment   i 
for  his  guesls  In  the  form  of  a  serious 
opera  followed  by  a  commedla  do/fane    j 
troupe.  The  opening  prologue  deals 

Ssplambar 


OUR  IMAGE 


with  the  behind  Ihe-scenes  struggles  as 
the  two  companies  prepare  lo  stage 
their  works  while  act  two  shows  the 
results  as.  at  the  last  minute,  Ihe 
aristocrat  decides  to  nave  both  com- 
,  panics  appear  simultaneously 

Such  an  interpolation  has  tie  poten- 
tial of  great  charm  and  subtlety   The 
Holmanns  thai /Slrauss  directions  are 
1  very  clear,  asking  lhai  the  serious  opera 
be  treated  seriously,  with  only  sparing 
use  ol  the  commedia  deli'arte  troupe. 
KasllK,  in  his  silly  and  outrageous 
producllon.  has  chosen  to  ignore  these 
directions  entirely   He  views  Ihe  opera 
as  a  Keystone  Cops  lall-rloi,  bringing 
\t\e  commedia  deli'arte  troupe  on  stage 
much  earlier  than  indicated  In  Ihe  score, 
and  adding  much  spoken  material  and 
an  onstage  audience  made  up  ol  Ihe 
aristocrat's  ceaselessly  chattering 
guesls  (never  asked  tor  by  Slrauss)   He 
has  directed  the  serious  opera  troupe  to 
ham  up  their  act    The  lenor  Bacchus  is 
directed  lo  shoul  rather  lhan,  with  grace 
and  pathos,  lo  sing.  Kasllk  has  added 
mermaids'  tails  lo  nymphs  and  given 
ihem  a  silly  song  and  dance,  each 
holding  another's  tail, 

The  character  ol  the  Dance-Master, 
who  appears  in  the  Prologue  as  the 
leader  ol  Ihe  commedia  deli'arte  troupe, 
has  been  rewritten.  Kasllk  has  turned  a 
sensible,  realistic  leader  Into  a  preten- 
tious and  shallow  man.  Evd  oozes  out 
Ol  tenor  Bernard  Fitch's  movemenls  and 
attitudes  in  this  portrayal,  ottering  the 
Oance-Masier  as  a  llmp-wristed, 
dishonest  queen,  No  one  else  on  stage 
(among  some  Iwenly-odd  characters)  is 
treated  as  shabbily    Kasllk  has  gone  out 
of  his  way  lo  make  his  distasteful 
prejudices  as  blatanl  as  possible:  al  one 
moment  during  the  Prologue  Ihe 
wealthy  ansiocrats  Ma|or  Domo  em- 
ploys a  play  on  ihe  word  'gay,'  nodding 
lo  the  Dance-Masier  wilh  contempt  and 
letting  ihe  audience  chuckle  over  this 
lor  a  tew  seconds  before  continuing. 
According  lo  Kasllk.  he  "wishes  to 
remain  lallhtul  to  Slrauss'  original  con- 
cept, and  yet  to  simplify  Ihis 
magnllicenl  and  complex  work,  in 
passing  on  to  a  modern  and  attentive 
audience  the  opinions  of  a  great  com- 
poser." KaSliks  conceited  production, 
however,  bears  hardly  a  passing  resem-     | 
blance  lo  Ihe  original  opera;  the  only 
thing  not  tampered  with  Is  Ihe  music  In     , 
Ihe  pil  proper. 

There  are  opportunities  for  gays  lo 
take  roles  Iradlllonatly  staged  as 
slralght  In  some  operas  (In  Carl 
Nielsen's  Saul  and  David,  Mussorgsky's    ! 
Boris  Godunov  and  Berlioz'  Damnation      i 
of  Faust,  to  name  but  three),  but  there       ! 
muslbesome  credible  reason  lor  doing    I 
so.  The  sordid  homosexual  portrayal  of    ' 
fared  In  Ariadne  aul  Naxos  was  nothing 
but  an  at  tempi  at  cheap  laughs  and  a 
gross  Insult.  Kasllk's  personal 
prejudices  have  no  business  on 
Canada's  national  stage. 


truly  original    The  articles  are  rambling 
and  loosely-connected   Somearesilly 
but  relatively  inoffensive,  such  as 
"First  Homosexual  Experience 
Comics  ™  Some  are  genuinely  tunny; 
"Secret  Homosexual  Code  Signals" 
ridicules  the  notion  that  there  is  some 
secret  body  language  that  all  gays  un- 
derstand The  largest  feature  is  "Beller 
Homes  and  Closets,"  which  portrays 
gay  men  in  stereotypical  terms  — 
Highly,  bitchy,  dizzy,  trivial,  masochistic 
and  woman-haling  —  without 
challenging  these  images  If  they  meant 
lo  ridicule  these  stereotypes,  Ihey 
haven't  succeeded;  I  suspect  that  most 
straight  readers  will  lake  Ihem  at  tace 
value  One  of  the  low  points  of  the  issue 


National  Lampoon 

"Gay  Ish,"  May  1977 

We  radicals  have  no  sense  o(  humour, 
so  they  say.  Perhaps  that's  why  I  found 
so  little  tunny  in  National  Lampoon's 
"Gay  Ish." 

To  criticize  humour  is  to  venture  In- 
lo  dangerous  territory.  Humour  is  lull  ot 
ambiguilies  and  double  meanings,  and 
can  easily  make  a  lool  ot  the  critic  who 
tails  lo  understand  It.  But  liberationism 
must  explore  where  angels  (ear  to  Iread; 
humour  is  a  serious  business,  and  when 
we  laugh  we  must  ask  ourselves 
whether  it  is  Irom  the  shock  ot 
recognition  lhat  can  create  a  new 
awareness,  or  whether  u  is  Ihe  candy  on 
Ihe  poison  apple,  the  Iranqullllzer  that 
numbs  us  Into  acceptance  ol  a  stale  ot 
attairs  against  which  we  might  other- 
wise struggle. 

This  is  not  Ihe  tlrsi  lime  that 
NatLamp  has  capitalized  on  gay  op- 

■  pression.  They  did  ihis  whole  number 

|  more  elleciively  (and  more  offensively) 
several  years  ago  in  the  "Strange  Sex" 

I  issue,  which  included  a  sell-parody 
called  "National  Lampool  —  the  Homo 

;   Magazine"  I  found  the  current  Issue 
rather  boring;  there  Is  little  In  il  that  is 

S»plirnb«r 


is  a  canoon  showing  a  mincing  gay  man 
gushing  ecslatically  over  his  newborn 
"baby"  —  a  pile  ol  shii.  The  message  is 
i   clear:  gays  are  failed  heterosexuals 
pathetically  mimicking  a  "natural" 
:  sexual  and  family  Hie.  Another  tealure, 
"Froots  —  an  Oral  History,"  trivializes 
1  Ihe  brutal  oppression  gays  and  blacks 
|  have  sulfered  in  the  past. 

With  the  exception  of  one  small  Item, 
lesbians  are  not  mentioned  al  all,  I  don't 
know  whelher  ihey  ought  to  feel  offend- 
ed  or  relieved   Blacks  are  demeaned 
as  usual  [NatLamp  seems  lo  think 
racism  Is  funny),  and  there  Is  an  entire 
leature called  "Navajomo"  dedicated  to 
an  otlenslve  portrayal  ot  gay  native 
Americans. 

The  Lampoon  writers  think  lhat  they 
have  a  license  to  kill,  to  do  anything  thai 
wlil  get  a  laugh.  But  humourists  must 
accepl  responsibility  lor  the  con- 
sequences ollhelr  actions.  Humour  can 
be  used  lo  explode  falsehoods  and  at- 
tack oppressive  Institutions.  In 
NaiLamp's  hands,  however,  it  is  nol 
directed  at  ihe  real  enemies,  bul  tired  at 
random  into  ihe  crowd. 

In  other  hands,  however,  humour 
shows  us  what  is  wrong  with  the  world 
and  how  we  can  begin  lo  acl  lo  change 
it.  The  brilliant  Lily  Tomlln  is  nolhing  it 
not  exquisitely  tunny,  bul  she  Is  a  comic 
wilh  a  poliiical  awareness.  Her  up-front 
posilion  on  feminist  and  gay  issues  has 
won  the  at  lection  ol  many  women  and 
gay  men.  In  her  humour  people  are  often 
portrayed  as  contused,  misled  or  even 
seriously  dislurbed,  but  always  heroic. 
Her  characters  try  their  best  to  survive 
as  human  beings  In  a  world  thai  is 
slacked  against  them.  They  are  lighters, 
they  make  you  feel  good  aboul  people, 
and  they  make  you  angry.  Tomlin's 
humour  mobilizes  people.  NatLamp's, 
on  ihe  other  hand,  immobilizes  them,  it 
is  a  blunt  instrument  that  stuns  our 
sensitivities  and  numbs  us  to  Ihe  evils 
of  ihe  world.  It  devalues  us  as  people, 
turning  us  into  pathetic,  helpless  ob- ' 
jects  of  scorn. 

It  is  foolish  to  imagine,  as  many  do 
lhat  NatLamp  speaks  toa 
sophisticated,  politically  mature 
audience.  Ms  greatest  fans  are  Junior 
high  and  high  school  students,  a 
powerless  mass  trapped  in  an  in- 
stitution ot  crushing  boredom  and 
futility.  I  shudder  to  think  ot  how  such 
horrors  as  the  "Gay  Ish"  must  affect 
young  gays  who  are  Just  coming  lo 
terms  with  I  heir  sexuality.  The  "Gay 
Ish"  has  nolhing  lo  offer  young  gay 
people.  It  will  confirm  their  worst  fears 
and  anxieties  and  reinforce  self-haired 
Beneath  the  slick  veneer  of  ihis  groovy 
magazine  lie  the  same  old  values  of 
racism,  sexism  and  homophobia. 
We  don *t  need  it 

byHoblnMeicalle 


SEBJSTIANE 


not  a  vice 

..not  a 

sickness 

.not  a  sin! 


Talent  Specialists 

•  Models  for  photography 
and  promotion  - 
Escorts  for  entertainment 

•  Masseurs  —  hosts 
Bartenders  (Nude) 

•  Now  in  42  states 
and  8  provinces 

[""     In  our  tenth  year 
—  contest  to  celebrate! 


M.P.O.Boxl016,Dept.BP 

Hamilton,  ON 

L8N3R1 

PH:(416)527-1468 

(Employment  write  above) 


Metropolitan 

Community  Church 

of  Toronto 


Worship  Services: 
Sundays  al  8  pm 
Holy  Tnnity  Church 
10  Trinity  Square 

Church 
364-9799      • 

Offices/Drop- In 

Centre 

29  Granby  Streei 

Open  evenings 

7-12  pm 

Distress  Line 

364-9835 

Teaching  God's  Love  for  You 


Got  a  room  to  rent?  Need  a  place  to  live,  ora  replace- 
ment for  your  tired  old  cat,  or  a  new  friend,  or 
someone  to  have  sex  with,  or  a  feather  boa?  Try  The 
Body  Politic  classifieds.  They  work. 

Body  Polltic/15 


OUR  IMAGE 


WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO 

HELP 

OTHER  CAY  PEOPLE? 


If  you  have  a  sincere  desire  to  help  people  and  can  give  4  hours  a  week 
of  your  time.  The  Toronio  Area  Cay  Phone  Line  is  greatly  in  need  of 
volunteer  telephone  counsellors.  For  full  information,  please  phone  °64- 
6600,  or  write  TAG,  Box  6706,  Station  A,  Toronto,  OnL,  M5W  1X5. 


Antique 

Furniture 

Refinished 


John  Damien 

is  now  a 
distributor  for 
Amray  Products 
in  the  Toronto  area. 


For  household  needs  from 
cleaning  supplies  to  small 
appliances  and  for  a  wide  range 
of  personal  shopping  in  your 
home,  call  him  mornings  at 
653*198. 


Gayline 


To  have  a  gay  time 
join 

Gayline 

964-1457 

"A  Dating  Service,  Serving 
Our  Gay  Community" 

For  those  special  times 
call 

Escort  Service 

964-9206 

"An  Escort  Service,  Serving 
Our  Gay  Community" 


Lesbian  Poetry 

Poetry  collectives,  like  any  other  lype  ol 
collective,  can  be  benellcial  to  the  in- 
dividuals concerned  by  providing,  II 
nothing  else,  an  audience  ol  kindred 
spirits  and  a  pooling  of  resources  both 
spiritual  and  material.  In  the  pas)  lew 
years  Ihey  have  become  a  convenient 
way  for  women  to  share  their  writing 
with  others  of  a  similar  consciousness. 

The  United  Stales  currently  has 
several  actively  functioning  women's 
writing  co-ops  which  produce  small- 
press  books,  pamphlets  and  ephemera. 
I  am  doubtful  about  the  merits  of 
publishing  within  any  one  book  the  total 
poetry  of  a  collective,  or  of  a  writing 
workshop,  class  or  seminar  Individual 
capabilities  are  |ust  loo  diverse  lor 
these  composite  efforts,  and  Ihe 
resulting  product  is  usually  of  a 
questionable  calibre.  One  must 
congratulate  the  Amazon  Reality 
Collective  (P.O.  Box  95,  Eugene, 
Oregon,  97401 )  for  their  ongoing 
production  of  lesbian/  women's  books 
and  also  lor  giving  us  a  readable  an- 
thology In  Naming: poems  by  8  women 
(1976).  On  a  feminist  level  It's  readable; 
all  of  the  poets  a/e  enlightened 
lesbians,  and  multi-dimensional  woman- 
experience  Is  worth  an  expenditure  In 
time.  The  eight  poets  certainly  are  not 
equal  In  range  and  poetic  execution,  of 
course,  but  one  cannot  expect  unifor- 
mity when  that  many  are  combined 
within  less  than  a  hundred  pages 
Shirley  Starkweather  is  the  only  one  of 
the  eight  who  Is  consistently  good,  both 
In  the  longpoems  "For  Fran."  "The  Old 
People,"  and  "Love  Poem  for  Linda," 
and  in  short  poems  like  "Practice." 
Through  all  of  them  she  provides  us 
with  much  to  think  about,  as  Is  typified 
by  "Offering:" 

And  so 

in  an  effort  not  lo  be  boring 

she  covered  her  unhappiness  with 
daisies 

crop  after  white  crop 

sprouting  bravely. 
The  other  poets  are  a  mixed  blessing  — 
but  for  the  better  Ellen  Goldberg  has  an 
original  poem  In  "Instead"  which  is  lar 
superior  lo  her  others;  Solla  Carrock's 
preface  (o  "Birth  out  of  Darkness  from  a 
Broken  Baby  Carriage"  succeeds, 
although  Ihe  poem  Itself  does  not 
sustain  the  Intensity;  Jennifer  Walker 
has  several  good  poems,  the  best  being 
acynical  apocalypse  about  woman's  fall 
from  grace  and  "the  gesture  of  In- 
nocence." Melanle  Kaye's  images  are 
good,  and  her  irony  is  better.  "Chrlsl- 
mas  Play"  is  perhaps  the  best  sardonic 
poem  I've  ever  read  about  growing  up 
in  middle-class  North  America 

Wo  More  Packaged  Deals  (Amazon 
Reality,  1976,  $2)  Is  less  than  readable, 
however,  and  there  are  few  poems  in 
this  mediocre  collection  ol  beginners 
which  are  above  a  high-school  student's 
level  of  craftmanship.  Olga  B's  myth- 
poem"!  nnocence"  is  worthwhile,  as  is 
S.  Reddick's  "Pothead  Blues"  and 
"Politics  '75,"  and  lor  sarcasm  "ode  to 
mr.kieggbumm"  Is  worth  reading.  To 
my  mind,  however,  these  fledgling 
poets  need  time  to  grow  wings. 

Ellen  Marie  Bissert's  The  Immaculate 
Conception  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Dyke 
(avail,  from  13th  Moon,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  3, 
Inwood  Station,  $3)  is  not  for  ihe  anti- 
intellectual  reader  who  believes  poetry 
can  only  reach  him/her  at  gut  level,  and 
thus  studiously  avoids  anything  which 
resembles  intellectual  thought.  It's  an 
intelligent,  well-crafted  collection  of 
poems  which  shows  the  Influence  ol 
numerous  contemporary  currents  of 
thought.  Her  imagist  gems  like  "Satle" 
a/every  good. 

there  isawindow 

opening 

to  a  secret  window 

wind 

from  rain  blows  thru 

tender 

&  clear       3  pear 

sits 

on  the  inmost  ledge 

ripens 


and  the  long  poems  "Outcomings 
t3  in  13,"  "Padre  island"  and  the 
title  poem,  "ihe  immaculate  conception 
ol  Ihe  blessed  virgin  dyke"  are  all  com-     | 
petent.  Much  of  Bissert's  poetry  is 
preoccupied  with  the  study  ol  poetry, 
and  it  is  perhaps  this  which  makes  the 
poems  so  very  sell-conscious.  That,  or 
the  elaboration  on  Images,  like 

...romance  is  a  fraud 

I  stole  from  a  bakery  to  make  me 
normal,  sick  and  fat 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  puritanism 

but  valentine's  a  shitty  night  when 
after  all  my  poems 

you'll  be  sleeping  with  someone  new 

or  someone  newer  yet 

forget  it       I  feel  reassured 

at  least  this  year  I'll  have  to  be 
a  poet. 
But  (hat's  not  necessarily  all  a  negative, 
when  the  book  is  modelled  on  the 
medieval  romances.  The  title  poem 
would  give  us  a  clue  to  that.  The  book 
parodies  the  unrealistic  exaltation 
of  unreal  women  one  finds  in  old 
romances,  and  Bissert's  olten  ironical 
consciousness  proves  to  be  anything 
but  "antiquated."  The  overall  Im- 
pression augurs  well  for  the  future. 


Ellen  Marie  Bisserl 


The  California  poet  Susan  Griffin  has 
produced  a  truly  excellent  work  In  Like 
the  Iris  of  an  Eye  (New  York,  Harper  and 
Row,  1976,  $4.95)  which  contains  a 
selection  from  three  previous  books,  as 
well  as  over  fifty  pages  of  new  poetry. 
It's  superb  poetry,  and  the  author  Is  In 
full  control  of  the  words  —  and  the  sil- 
ences (the  white  Spaces)  —  as  in  what 
I  leel  is  her  best  poem,  "Nineteen 
Pieces  for  Love"  (as  musical 
variations?}: 

We  talk  in 

cars      our 

words  kept 

from  the 

air. 
Within  its  compass  this  poem  syn- 
thesizes simply  and  expressively  the 
creative  experience  and  the  experience 
of  love,  of  thought,  and  the  best  of 
thought's  questionings.  The  conclusion 
is  exemplary  In  felt  experience; 

I  stand 

at  each  opening,  still  In  the 

stillness  only  my  eyes 

startled  again  and  again 

light  falling  on  Ihe  still 

forms  of  life 

every  moment  closer 

light  falling  on  the  stories  thai 
have  not 

been  told 

to  what  is  missing 

light  falling 

on  the  moments 

we  are  living. 
For  those  who  value  poetry  lor  its  own 
sake,  and  good  poetry  above  all  else,  her 
book  is  a  must1 

by  Judith  Crowe 

September 
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A  contingent  ol  women  were  allowed 
lo  head  up  Ihe  1976  Christopher  Street 
Liberation  Day  march  In  New  York  City. 
They  carried  a  banner  which  proclaimed 
"Cocksucklng  Causes  Cancer".  It  there 
were  any  men  who  fell  the  women  were 
In  the  wrong  parade,  they  were  not 
permitted  lo  interfere,  and  the  public 
was  treated  to  the  bizarre  message  from 
the  "gay  llberatlonlsts". 

On  other  occasions,  feminist 
demands  have  Included  more  stringent 
censorship  laws,  and  the  cancellation  ot 
Gay  Academic  Union  panels  on  S/M, 
pederasty,  and  transvestism. 

Andrew  Hodges'  article  "Divided  We 
Stand"  (TBP,  no  30)  raised  the  question 
of  how  welt  lesbians  and  gay  men  could 
work  together,  how  much  their  alms 
coincide  or  conflict.  In  his  pamphlet 
Dangerous  Trends  In  Feminism,  John 
Laurilsen  goes  further  into  the  mailer. 
He  is  careful  to  point  out  thai  not  all 
feminists  adhere  to  the  anil-male  and 
anti-gay  attitudes  of  some  In  the 
women's  movement,  though  he  believes 
the  women  have  been  loo  reluctant  lo 
criticize  anyone  calling  herself  a 
"feminist " 

in  the  pamphlet,  Ihe  lexl  ol  a  presen- 
tation to  the  Gay  Academic  Union  con- 
ference last  year,  Laurilsen  first  sug- 
gests a  number  ot  reasons  why  gay 
liberatlonists.  too,  have  held  back  from 
countering  attacks  from  women.  He 
then  offers  examples  of  feminist  disrup- 
tions ol  gay  conterences,  and  attempted 
censorship.  He  coins  the  ternrerown- 
millerism"  for  "the  useot  sexual 
hysteria,  In  particular  rape-fear,  as  a 
justification  for  repression."  The  main 
characteristics  of  Brownmlllerism  as 
Lauritsen  sees  It  are  "prudery,  in- 
tolerance and  irrationality  "  He  adds 
lhat  "ihe  Immediate  goats  of  Brown- 
mlllerism are  censoring  pornography 
and  reducing  the  legal  rights  ot  defen- 
dants In  rape  cases,  but  It  extends  lar 
beyond  this;  Brownmillerlsm  helps  to 
sel  up  the  machinery  of  repression  and 
to  create  an  atmosphere  favorable  to 
repression."  The  term  is.  of  course, 
Irom  Ihe  author  Susan  Brownmiller, 
whose  best-selling  book  aboul  rape 
Against  Our  kV/f/ Lauritsen  describes  as 
"a  shoddy  piece  of  work;  ludicrously 
inaccurale,  patently  reactionary  and 
dishonest." 

The  third  section  of  the  pamphlet 
deals  specilically  with  "feminist  bigotry 
against  (male)  homosexuality."  and 
Lauritsen  produces  a  number  of 
shocking  examples,  Quoting  from  such 
feminist  writers  as  Kate  Mlllelt,  Leslie 
Tanner  and  Phyllis  Chessler.  But  "some 
of  Ihe  worst  bigotry  has  come  from  men 
claiming  to  represent  feminism  "  in- 
cluding ihe  so-called  "effeminists"  and 


such  ideologues  as  John  Sloltenberg, 
who  "attacks  all  the  goals  ol  the  gay 
I    llberafon  movement,  claiming  that  if 
I    realised  Ihey  would  only  give  gay  men 
i    equality  with  straight  men;  he  puts  for- 
ward the  propositions  that  males  con- 
[   corned  with  'gender  justice'  should  em- 
brace *s  total  repudiation  of  masculinity 
|     (Including  a  repudiation  of  erections 
I    and  pelvic  thrusts  during  intercourse), 
I    and  a  total  repudiation  of  maJe  relatlon- 

In  his  conclusion,  Lauritsen  states 
I  thai,  despite  these  "sorry  particulars," 
'   he  still  believes  that  "women's 
|  ilberatlonandgay  liberation  should  be 
seen  as  comrade  struggles."  He 
believes  "women  should  tight  lor  full 
economic,  political  and  sexual  equality 
with  men,  and  lhat  they  should  take  ac- 
tion against  anti-woman  bigotry."  But 
fust  as  strongly,  he  believes  lhat 
"prudery,  intolerance  and  censorship 
have  no  place  in  any  progressive 
movement"    He  finishes  with  an  appeal 
to  the  men. 

Dangerous  Trends  in  Feminism  Is 
straightforward,  clearly  written,  well 
documented,  and  potentially  highly 
controversial.  I  urge  readers  —  women 
and  men  —  to  order  it  from  the  author 
(26  St.  Marks  Place,  New  York,  NY 
10003).  Price  Is  50e. 

Bughouse  Blues:  An  Intimate  Portrait 
ot  Gay  Hustling  In  Chicago  by  Gerald 
Nicosia  and  Richard  Raff  ($7.95.  Van- 
tage Press,  516  vV  34th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10001)  Is  In  a  league  far  above  most 
of  the  books  issued  by  Us  subsidy 
publisher.  II  avoids  being  either  a  dull 
sociological  text  or  a  sensallonallstic 
expose,  focusing  on  the  lives  of  a  num- 
ber of  young  hustlers  and  older  clients, 
all  of  whom  make  their  pickups  In 
Chicago's  Washington  Square.  The 
chaollc  lives  of  most  ol  Ihe  "boys"  are 
vividly  presented  and  the  authors  do  not 
make  the  easy  mistake  ol  seeing  them 
only  In  ihelr|obs  as  hustlers,  but  look  at 
Ihe  resl  ol  their  activities  too.  They 
demolish  quite  a  few  assumptions. 

II  Is  sad  to  read  that  one  of  the 
authors,  Richard  Raff,  was  so 
despairing  over  "the  anxieties  of  being 
gay"  that  he  committed  suicide  shortly 
after  the  completion  of  the  book.  (The 
recurring  figure  of  Ihe  "]ohn"  called 
"Uncle  Henry"  is  obviously  a  portrait  of 
Raff  himself.)  Raff's  unhappiness  and 
Ihe  two  authors'  tendency  to  mistake 
the  world  of  "Bughouse  Square"  tor  all 
of  gay  life  mar  Ihe  book  somewhat  and 
lead  to  a  number  of  highly  dubious  con- 
tentions; "Since  men  among  men  are 
driven  to  compete  (and)  while  it  is  only 
men  and  women  who  can  cooperate  on 
a  long-term  basis,"  the  authors  con- 
clude pessimistically  thai  "the  truer  a 
gay  man  is  lo  his  nature,  the  more  com- 
pletely is  he  by  himself."  And  hustling, 
they  claim,  "makes  being  gay  more 
bearable."  This  is  mleresting,  as  they 
seem  also  to  regard  huslling  as 
somehow  parallel  lo  straight  marriage! 
The  book's  wrong headedness  in  this 
res  peel  Is  a  pity,  as  most  of  the  time 
Nicosia  and  Raff  are  good  observers 
who  write  well  and  evince  a  dry  wit. 
They  are  able  to  make  their  characters 
vivid  and  the  lives  they  lead  Interesting, 
which  is  a  great  deal  more  than  can  be 
said  formost  novelists.  Ihopegay 
bookshops  will  stock  this  book,  and 
lhat  li  will  not  end  up  the  way  most  sub- 
sidy-published volumes  do,  being 
mashed,  like  potatoes,  in  the  pulping 
machines. 

Tim  Dlugos.  whose  Outlines  for3 
Works  I  reviewed  in  an  earlier  column, 
has  some  very  good  and  funny  poems  In 
Michael  Lally's  anthology  None  ot  the 
Above:  New  Poets  ot  the  USA  f.M.95, 
Crossing  Press,  Trumansburg,  NY' 
14886)  Gay  poets  Ed  Cox  and  Terence 
Winch  are  also  here.  The  anthology  Is 
as  uneven  as  would  be  expected.  It's 
interesting  that  some  of  the  best  work  is 
In  Ihe  form  of  what  used  to  be  called 
"prose  poems".  I  don't  know  what 
they're  called  now. 
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Deep    »»"j      Deeper 
Foot  Foot 

The  avant-garde  novels   In  which   the  word 
alternative   is   finally  taken  SERIOUSLY.    The  pub- 
lishing of  these  works  marks  the  most  beautiful 
event   in  the  history  of  WOMEN'S  LIBERATION!!! 

This  has  got  to  be  the  funniest,  sexiest, 
sweetest,  most  loveable,  most  relevant  and  excit- 
ing approach  that  has  ever  been  taken  to  the  pro- 
blem of  norml  neurosis,  a   result  of  the  alien- 
ating structures  and  beliefs  we  all   take  for 
granted.  This  generation  may  hide  these  master- 
pieces under  their  beds,   but  the  next  generation 
will  more  likely  use  them  like  a   Bible! 

If  your  bookstore  doesn't  have  them  yet,   send 
S3. 95   (postpaid)   for  either  of   these  books  to: 
IVANT-GARDE  CREATIONS,   Box   30i61B.Euoene.OR  97403 


Anyone  e 
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j   seeking  Truth,   Love,  and 
1  and  true  ALTERNATIVE  to  the  deadness  and 
shallowness  of  the  American  Dream,   rather  than 
merely  seeking  people  or  trips  to  become  depen- 
dent upon:  THESE  BOOKS  AR£  FOR  YOU' 

The  author  handles  the  area  of  the  libera- 
tion of  women  with  such  sophisticated  symbolic 
and  relativistic  finesse  that  1>ne  has  to  read 
them  twice  to  catch  it  all.   The  role  that  erot- 
ica takes  in  all  this  ironical  symbolism  and 
very  human  and  sweet  female-to-female  love   is  a 
mind-blower  resembling  absolutely  nothing  you've 
ever  experienced  before  in  literature.  Erroneous 
preconceptions  about   "lesbianism"  and  "hetero- 
sexualit/bein.j  the  only  heavenly-blessed  mode 
of  sexual   relationship"   implode  in  our  faces 
like  the  vacuous  balloons  Of  naive  nothingness 
they  are.  Anyone  still  harboring  such  nonsense 
after  reading  these  2  deliciously  enlightening 
masterpieces  may  consider  himself  virtually 
beyond  all  hope. 
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Theatre 


Streamers 

David  Rabe 

Theatre  Plus,  Toronto 

The  Shadow  Box 

Michael  Cristofer 

Morosco  Theatre,  New  York  City 

It  would  be  easy  to  leave  Streamers, 
David  Rabe's  powerful  play  set  In  an 
American  Army  barracks  In  1965,  con- 
tused about  Its  meaning.  The  bloody 
violence  that  erupts  towards  the  end  Of 
the  play  overshadows  the  Insightful 
psychological  sludy  that  precedes  It,  to 
the  degree  thai  one  can  miss  the  Indict- 
ment ot  Ihe  American  military  machine 
thai  Habe  obviously  Intends  —  a  sys- 
tem that  ultimately  views  the  murdered 
men  as  "pertecily  trained  and  primed... 
U.S.  Army  properly."  The  (inal 
scene  Is  so  powerful  and  last  lhat  the 
men's  motives  and  actions  become 
contused,  as  ihey  usually  do  when  we 
re|ect  reason  tor  Impulse.  We  leave  the 
Ihealre  stunned  al  the  tragic  outcome  of 
whal  appeared  al  (Irsl  lo  be  an  ordinary 
bul  lense  situation:  enlisted  men 
walling  lor  their  orders,  which  could  In- 
clude shlpmenl  lo  Vietnam. 

Thai  we  lose  sight  ot  Rabe's  Inteni  Is 
doubly  unfortunate,  lor  at  the  centre  ot 
Ihe  tragedy  Is  Richie,  a  glib  and  selfish 
Manhaftanlte  who  slowly  reveals  that  he 
Is  gay.  AI  Ihe  end  ot  Ihe  play,  Richie  lies 
crying  on  his  bed,  transfigured  by  the 
murder  of  Billy,  ihe  roommate  he  has 
desired  —  a  murder  which  followed  his 
attempt  to  have  sex  with  Carlyle,  a  poor, 
embliiered  black,  self-described  as  a 
"downlown  streel  nigger."  After  Ihe  vic- 
tims have  been  removed,  Roger,  the 
other  black  man  In  ihe  play  who  shares 
Ihe  barracks  room  with  Richie  and  Billy, 
accuses  Richie  of  causing  Ihe  violence, 
a  charge  the  audience  Is  probably 
willing  lo  accept,  given  Richie's  coy  and 
selt-centred  behaviour  throughout.  Thus 
the  gay  man.  repining  and  confused, 
becomes  an  easy  scapegoat  for 
society's  guilt;  II  Richie  had  only 
remained  silent  and  repressed  his  gay 
desires,  none  of  this  would  have  hap- 
pened. 

But  the  real  cause  of  the  violence  is 
Billy's  homophobia  and  —  backtracking 
a  slep  —  the  social  structures  and  in- 
stitutions, such  as  the  army,  that 
promote  and  sanclion  his  fear  and 
haired.  Carlyle's  violent  attack  resulls 
when  Billy  openly  condemns  Carlyle's 
and  Richie's  attempt  lo  have  sex  In  the 
room.  Billy  calls  Richie  "a  goddamn 
swish  —  a  goddamn  faggot-queer... 
suckln'  cocks  and  takin'  il  In  the  ass;" 
he  labels  Carlyle  a  "Sambo.. .a 
bad-assed  animal."  This  Is  society's 
repteseniative.  atlractive,  educated, 
reasonable,  a  character  Clive  Barnes 
described  as  "A  gung-ho  decent  mid- 
westerner"  In  his  New  Yor*  Times 
review  of  Ihe  play.  When  Billy  lies 
bleeding  on  the  door  11  is  unlikely  thai 
the  audience  sympathized  wilh  Carlyle, 
"~~"e  displacement  and  oppression 
|  has  prompted  his  pathological  actions. 
II  is  equally  unlikely  thai  they'll  relate  lo 
Richie  who  refuses  to  deny  his  im- 
pulses, demanding  his  equal  rights  as 
an  occupant  ol  Ihe  room  Bul  It's  not 
I  Richle'sdesiretohaveCarlyleonhis 
I  bed  that  is  the  problem  here:  II  is  Billy's 
I  inability  lo  cope  with  IL 
18/ Body  Politic 


That  this  tact  can  be  easily  ignored  is 
not  ameliorated  by  the  Theatre  Plus 
production  ot  the  play.  II  Is  probably  ac- 
cidental that  Larry  Lewis'  Richie  is  the 
weakest  performance  of  a  very  com- 
petent cast,  but  It  Is  lamentable.  His 
detached  portrayal  ol  the  arrogant, 
ostensibly  suave  New  Yorker  has  none 
of  the  warmth  and  vivacity  of  Mark  Met- 
calfe's appealing  depletion  ot  Billy.  Only 
Damlen  Leake's  energetic  performance 
of  Carlyle  comes  close  lo  matching 
Metcalfe's  skill  and  technique.  Both  ac- 
tors bring  an  Intensity  and  understand- 
ing to  their  roles  which  the  rest  of  the 
cast  lack,  possibly  because  they  are  the 
only  Americans  presenl  but,  more  likely, 
because  they  have  played  (heir  roles  in 
earlier  American  productions.  Kurt  Rels' 
direction  Is  excellent,  his  handling  at 
mood  and  pace  straight-forward  and 
sure,  ably  supported  by  Peter  Wingate's 
stark  sel  and  authentic  military  dress. 
Together  they  build  an  exciting,  Ihough 
chilling,  picture  ol  fear  and 
repression  —  and  the  blood  that  can 
(low  when  men  refuse  lo  accomodate 
each  other's  needs  with  respect  and 
understanding. 

It  Is  worth  noting  here  that  Streamers 
won  Ihe  New  York  Drama  Critics  Award 
as  Best  American  Play  ot  1976,  Another 
play  dealing  wilh  gay  men  also  Just  won 
seven  Tony  Awards  —  and  the  Pulitzer 
Prize.  This  is  Michael  Cristolefs  The 
Shadow  Box.  An  Intelligent  though 
static  analysis  of  three  people's  at- 
titudes towards  their  impending  deaths 
and  of  the  effects  of  these  on  their  loved 
ones,  the  play  contains  the  most 
realistic  and  moving  portrayal  of  a  gay 
male  relationship  I  have  yet  seen  on  the 
stage. 


Wrltlen  when  Crlstoter  was  just 
twenty-six.  The  Shadow  Box  brings  a 
calm  and  deeply  fell  understanding  to 
the  sub|ect  ol  death,  qualities  which 
serve  the  gay  relationship  well,  Brian  Is 
a  middle-aged  professor/writer,  sup- 
ported in  his  waning  months  by  Mark,  a 
compassionate  though  inarticulate" 
young  man  whom  Brian  picked  up  years 
earlier  when  Mark  was  hustling  in 
Ihe  Tenderloin  area  of  San  Francisco. 
The  dramatics  lhat  resull  when  Beverly, 
Brians  ex-wile,  visits  Iheir  hospital  cot- 
tage in  ihe  Oregon  woods,  are  bolh  an 
eniertaininn  and  thoughtful  study  of  gay 
Irailty  and  interdependence,  portrayed 
as  no  better  ot  worse  than  the  Iwo 
heterosexual  relationships  in  Ihe  play. 
Cristofer's  treaiment  ol  gay  love  rings 
deep  and  true  Hopefully.  Canadian 
productions  ot  this  important  play  are 
pending. 

by  Robert  Wallace 


La  Duchesse 
de  Langeais 
&  Other  Plays 

Michel  Tremblay 

Translated  by  John  Van  Burek 

Talonbooks.  1976,  $3.95 

The  Execution 

Mane-Claire  Blais 

Translated  by  David  Lobdell 
Talonbooks,  1976.  $3.95 

The  latest  Tremblay  play  tobe  published 
(in  acolleclion  of  lour  vignettes)  Is  really 
the  same  play  as  Forever  Yours  Marie 
Lou,  Les  Belles  Soeurs,  Hosanna. 
Montreal  Smoked  Meat.  Bon/our.  13, 
Bon/our  and  the  rest.  There's  the  same 
obsession  wlin  the  gutter  —  not  the 
real  gulter,  mind  you,  but  a  glamour- 
ized, sequinned  gutter;  Ihe  neon, 
stale-perfumed  East  End  Montreal  ol 
drag  queens,  strippers,  night  club 
hostesses,  call  girls,  rodeo  singers  and 
waitresses.  This  is  mostly  a  woman's  (or 
would-be  woman's)  world  —  at  least 
Tremblay's  vision  ot  a  woman's  world; 
that  is,  a  feeling,  emotional  society 
where  Ihe  inhabltantscan  talk  in  aphony 
poetic  gullerllngoabout  Loneliness  and 
Broken  Hearts  and  Shattered  Dreams 
wilh  all  the  sel f-dramalizing  intensity  ol 
Judy  Garland  singing  "Life  Isjust  a  Bowl 
ol  Cherries  "  In  short,  a  stereotypical 
faggot's  stereotypical  version  of 
"What  it  Means  to  Be  a  Woman," 
amlsunderstood  object  ina  cruel,  male- 
dominated  culture  that  has  no  room  for 
sensitivity  or  ambivalence  Strictly  heart- 
on-the-coatsleevestuffandnot,l 
daresay,  one  that  any  liberated  woman 
would  find  relevant  or  Mattering. 

There's  no  Might  In  Tremblay's  charac- 
ters. They  all  preler  the  gullet  In  the  end; 
iheycan'i  gel  out,  they're  trapped,  vic- 
tims —  orso Tremblay  likes  to  see 
Ihem.  Whether  the  victim  motif  Is  a 
metaphor  (from  pre-Levesquedays)  lor 
Ihe  relationship  ot  a  pre-Levesque 
Quebec  lo  English  Canada  or  whether  we 
are  to  interpret  it  as  a  statement  of  the 
tragic  plight  of  womenand  would-be- 
women,  Tremblay's  gaudy,  exploitative 
handling  ol  il  makes  trite,  predictable, 
and  yet  offensive  reading,  play  after 
play  after  play. 

Of  course,  the  would-be  women,  the 
drag  queens  La  Ouchesse  and  Hosanna, 
have  about  as  much  lodo  with  up-front 
homosexuality  as  Pierrette,  Carmen, 
Carlotta,  Madeleine,  etc.  have  todowllh 
feminism,  which  is  to  say,  nothing.  The 
Duchess  and  Hosanna  are  not  even 
incisive  portraits  of  men  who  have  failed 
tocometogrips  with  their  sexual  identity 
but.  as  I  have  said  before,  glamourlza- 
tlons.  Even  more  than  Pierrette, 
|  Carmen, andCartotta.they are 
glamourizallons  ol  sickness  and  sad- 
ness, "the  sickness  and  sadness  in  ihe 
heart  ot  a  gay  boy ' '  as  Ten  nessee 
Wil  I  lams  would  have  i  I.  They  are  so 
grotesque  and  sensational,  your  only 
response  Is  derisive  laughter 

But,  aseveryone  knows,  those  old 
windsof  change  are  playing  havoc  these 
days  in  Quebec  and  not  the  least  affect- 
ed is  ardent  separatist  Tremblay.  It 
seems  his  thealrical  obsessions  are 
changing  under  Levesque's  brighter-sky- 
(or-tomorrow  (the  connection  Is  Trem- 
blay's not  mine)  and .  In  Ihe  future,  he 
proposes  to  find  his  inspiration  in  the 
hopefulness  ol  heterosexual  consum- 
mation(see  Thomas  Waugh's  review  of 
lhelatestTremblay-8rassardlilminthe 
last  issue  of  TBP,  No.  34).  I  don't  know 
whether  we  should  begraleful  that 
Tremblay  is  going  loenercise  his  meagre 
talenlsonasubiectworfhlerotlhemor 
whether  we  oughl  tobeonourguard; 
(here's  noone  more  Iraitorous,  in  life  or 
in  art.  than  a  gay  who  lorsakes  the 
ongoing  struggle  lor  liberation  to  extol 
thevirtuesolhelerosex. 

Superficially.  Marie-Clair  Blais 
Shares  many  ot  Tremblay '  s  preoc- 
cupations, particularly  an  obsession 
with  the  sordid,  ugly,  depressed,  squalid, 
doom-sl  ricken  elements  ot  Quebec 
society,  but  unlike  htm,  Blaisdoes not 
glamourize  Ihem.  Though  she  is  poeilc, 
herpoelry  is  never  phony  or  in- 
congruous, probably  because  her  com- 


mand of  language  isaltogelher  more  in- 
telligent, less  selt-indulgent. 

In  the  play  The  Execution,  we  miss  the 
author's  chilling  descriptive  poweis  Her 
feellor  dialogue  is  not  great,  in  fact  It's 
olten  stiff  and  academic-soundinglat 
least  inLobdell's  translation).  But  the 
story  of  a  Leopold  Loeb-like  plot  by  two 
senior  students  inaCalholic  boys' 
school  to  murder  a  younger  boy  Iscom- 
pelllng  reading  and  not  leasl  because  of 
gay  undercurrents.  The  devotion  and 
loveol  the  mote  submissive  of  the  Iwo 
conspirators  (or  his  power-hungry  part- 
ner Is  nicely  contrasted  with  the  rest  ol 
Blais'  prison  like  school  where  boredom 
and  indlflerence  reign  supreme. 

In  fact.  The  Execution  probably  makes 
better  reading  than  playing.  Despite  the 
macabre  almosphere  Blais  has  created, 
ihe  play  has  lit  tleof  whal  might  be  called 
"thealrical I ly"  Her  imagination  runs 
along  severely  imagistic  lines  lacking 
the  immediacy  and  sensuality  of  good 
theatre.  Sltll,  for  anyone  Interested  In  Ihe 
work  ot  one  of  Canada's  finest  gay 
writers,  it's  good  lohave  thiscurioslty  In 
Englishat  last. 

by  Graham  Jackson 
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knowing  "thai  some  ol  us  are  fighting 
back" 

Another  kind  of  letter  arrived  on  July 
2.  It  was  from  General  J  A  Dent  raze, 
Chief  ol  Defense  in  Ottawa,  and  it  told 
her  that  her  appeal  had  failed,  that  she 
was  not  considered  suitable  for  the 
Canadian  Armed  Forces.  II  weni  on  to 
say.  "it  is  deemed  necessary  to 
discriminate  against  those  who,  having 
admitted  or  demonstrated  behavioural 
i  raits  such  as  homosexuality,  might  at- 
tempt to  impose  them  on  others,  par* 
Ncuiariy  youthlul  members  "  Dextraze 
added  that  "...despite  the  admissions 
you  may  have  made  openly  and  not- 
withstanding that  your  loyalty  to 
Canada  has  not  been  questioned,  a 
potential  hazard  to  security  remains." 

No  furlher  appeal  is  possible,  And 
pari  of  Gloria's  life  has  come  to  an  end. 
The  same  is  true  for  the  other  eight 
women.  She's  still  In  touch  with  most  of 
them,  and  they're  still  looking  for  Jobs. 
They  think  what  she's  doing  is  great,  but 
none  of  them  feel  they  can  fotlow  her 
example.  You  can  understand  why.  It's 
hard  enough  to  get  a  Job  as  It  Is;  harder 
yet  when  your  last  reference  claims 
you're  not  "advantageously  em- 
ployable." You're  not  going  to  kill  what 
small  chances  you  do  have  by  dancing 
out  Into  the  spotlight  as  an  upfront 
dyke. 

I'm  still  left  with  my  original 
questions,  the  questions  about  whether 
I  can  support  someone  In  the  killing 
professions,  what  I  ought  to  feel  about 
people  who  choose  the  armed  forces  for 
their  careers.  I'm  beginning  to  get  some 
answers,  and  I'm  beginning  to  change 
the  way  I  feel  about  the  whole  question. 
It  used  to  be  col  and  dried  —  I  didn't 
like  the  army,  and  I  didn't  like  army 
people.  They  chose  a  lite  that  made  war 
possible.  Simple  as  thai 

I  should  have  known  thai  nothing  Is  i 
ever  as  simple  as  that.  Gloria  Cameron  I 
didn't  |oin  the  Forces  because  she  want-  | 
ed  to  learn  how  to  kill,  or  because  she      | 


believed  in  protecting  the  western 
democracies  from  the  onslaught  ol 
godless  communism.  She  wanted  a  |ob. 
The  army  had  one  that  gave  her  training, 
more  money  than  she  could  likely  make 
on  the  outside,  and  the  promise  ol 
regular  promol i on   And  there  was  the 
added  attraction  ol  being  able  10  work 
with  other  women,  strong  women  with 
\  mlndsol  Ihelrown   The  army  can  be  a 
■  very  Important  employer,  particularly  in 
underprivileged  regions  of  the  country 
"In  parts  oIlheMantlmes."  said  one 
source,  "a  woman  either  Joins  the  army 
or  the  welfare  rolls   Orgetsma/ried." 
I      All  this  has  happened  before,  ol 
i  course   But  it's  been  kept  very,  very 
quiet.  What  it  needed — what  it  always 
needs— is  one  heroic  individual  who 
would  lust  refuse  to  lake  that  kind  of 
treatment  quietly,  someone  who  would 
stand  up,  come  out,  and  make  an  issue. 
Private  Barbara  Thornborrow  did  that  In 
May  of  this  yean  you  can  hear  the  closet 
doors  opening  behind  her.  Someolour 
history  may  come  tumbling  out 
too  —  Gloria  informs  me  she  had  heard 
of  a  similar  Investigation  which  occurred 
in  Halifax -Shearwater  back  in 
1970/71  which  resulted  In  about  15 
women  being  dropped  from  the  Forces. 
And  I  spoke  recently  to  a  man  who  had 
been  drummed  out  ot  the  Forces  some 
years  ago  under  CFA0 19— 20.  He  said 
most  people  knew  he  was  gay,  and  II 
didn'i  seem  to  make  much  dilference, 
Until  Ihe  day  a  superior  olf  leer  asked  for 
a  biow-)obr  and  this  man  said  no.  Within 
the  week  he  had  been  given  his  release 
papers  to  sign,  and  his  career  in  the  army 
was  over. 

The  situation  is  appalling.  We  have  to 
light  It,  and  It  doesn't  really  matter  what 
we  think  ol  Ihe  Canadian  Armed  Forces 
as  an  Institution.  It's  an  employer,  and  it 
has  no  more  right  to  dump  gay  people 
than  any  civilian  employer  does. 

It's  been  said  that  an  army  of  lovers 
can't  be  beaten.  The  Canadian  Armed 
Forces  may  not  realize  It,  but  as  Ihey 
boot  out  Ihe  women  and  men  who  have 
served  faithfully  and  well,  they  are 
booting  new  recruits  —  open,  unafraid 
homosexuals  —  into  our  camp. 
And  together,  we  won't  be  beaten.  D 


The  wages  of 
disunity 


;  lama  lesbian  because  I  can  see.  leel 
'  and  appreciate  Ihe  joy  and  beauty  of 
women  loving  women.  I  am  an  activist 
I  because  I  want  to  see  lesbians  proud, 
angry,  and  joyful;  to  see  us  uniting  to 
i  light  ignorance,  pre|udice  and 

oppression. 
|       1  am  a  lesbian  not  because  I  am 
|  "maklngaflght (sic) not todo sexual 
work  lor  men."  Neither  do  I  want  lo 
wallow  in  selt-plty,  convinced  that  "all 
our  lesbian  relationships  are  mangled 
and  distorted  by  our  lack  ol  lime  and 
money  because  we  aren't  paid  wages 
(or  housework." 

The  Wages  For  Housework  Campaign 
and  their  lesbian  wing,  Wages  Due 
Lesbians,  put  forward  these  views.  I 
disagree  wllh  them, 

There  is  no  doubt  thai  many  women 
are  trapped  In  isolated,  Individual 
homes  doing  untold  hours  ol  unpaid 
labour.  But  Wages  For  Housework  tries 
to  remedy  this  situation  by  seeking  to 
make  women  financially  dependent  on 
the  male-dominated  state  rather  than  on 
individual  men.  There  is  no  attempt  to 
raise  their  level  of  consciousness  —  lo 
convince  women  that  the  chains  of 
drudgery  should  be  broken,  not  paid  tor. 
They  think  that  money  is  power.  It  Is. 
But  it's  dangerously  naive  to  think  that 
Ihe  charity  that  might  be  doled  out  to 
women  lor  doing  housework  could  be 
compared  to  the  money  behind 
corporate  power.  Or  stale  power,  wllh 
Its  cops,  courts  and  army  —  the  very 
slate  that  Wages  Due  would  have  us  all 
dependent  on. 

We  have  power  too  —  the  power  ol 
numbers,  The  power  that  has.  at  leasl 
lor  now,  put  Anita  Bryant  on  the  defen- 
sive; Ihe  power  that  can  bring  an  entire 
country  to  a  grinding  hall  II  exercised  by 
enough  angry  people.  But  to  get  those 
numbers  we  don't  need  lo  sacrifice  our 
leminisl  Ideals  lor  the  sake  of  a  so- 
called  wider  appeal. 

A  case  In  point.  Abortion  rights,  as 
few  as  they  are,  are  under  attack  from 
one  end  of  this  country  to  the  other. 
Wages  for  Housework  and  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  boycotted  a  Toronto-area 
demonstration  against  this  developing 
crisis  on  the  grounds  that  women's  real 
need  was  to  be  able  lo  afford  to  have 
children,  not  lo  ensure  the  right  not  to 
have  them.  That  sounds  to  me  like 
they're  afraid  ot  alienating  their 
housewile  constituency  by  talking 
about  something  other  lhan  mother- 
hood and  apple  pie. 

Wages  Due  seems  to  believe  lhat  Ihe 
only  thing  women  have  in  common  is 
the  (act  that  we  do  housework.  Perhaps 
that's  why  Ihey  appear  more  Impressed 
with  struggle  on  an  individual  level  than 
onacollecliveone. 

But  women  are  oppressed  in  very 
complex  ways.  And  we  have  things  In 
common  olher  than  housework.  In  fact, 
even  some  ol  us-who  aren't  filthy  rich  do 
precious  little  olil  at  all. 

The  real  solution  to  the  Isolation  ol 
housewives  is  the  undoing  ot  all  the 
condilioning,  streaming  and  conspiring 
lhat  has  prevented  women  from  faking 
an  equal  role  in  society.  We  need  equal 
pay  for  Ihe  work  we  do;  we  need  equal 
opportunity  lo  work,  period.  We  need 
child  care  and  control  over  our  bodies 
—  the  decision  when  and  II  to  bear 
children  must  be  ours.  We  needall  of 
the  things  that  the  women's  liberation 
movement  has  talked  aboul  since  the 
beginning  —  Ihlngs  that  Wages  lor 
Housework  seems  ready  lo  abandon. 
Their  strategy  is  an  appeal  to  a  rock- 
bottom  level  ot  consciousness.  And,  it 
appears,  the  publicizing  ol  division  and 
disagreement  within  the  women'3 
movement. 


I       For  a  long  lime  now  I  have  bitten  my 

tongue  rather  than  voice  these 
'  criticisms.  I  hope  toseeaunited 
!  women's  movement  and  a  united. 

autonomous  lesbian  movement  in  this 
'  country  And  I  don't  want  lo  Imply  that 
i  Wages  Due  should  be  prevented  from 
being  a  pari  ot  these  movements.  I  don't 
|  hold  the  mosl  popular  views  In  Ihe 
women's  movement  myself,  and  I  know 
how  II  feels  fo  be  singled  oul  lor  this 
kind  o I  debate. 

But  It  doesn't  lake  a  brilliant 
strategist  to  figure  out  that  a  group 
concerned  wllh  lis  own  survival  should 
put  aside  internal  disagreement  In  order 
to  unite  In  selt-defense  In  the  face  ot  an 
attack.  And  this  is  what  Wages  Due 
refused  lo  do. 

They  refused  to  do  II  alter  the  Abor- 
tion demonstration  mentioned  earlier. 
They  called  a  press  conference  belore 
the  demonstration  to  denounce  11  — 
nothing  like  making  a  public  spectacle 
out  ot  disunity.  It  happened  again  al  Ihe 
National  Gay  Conference  In  Saskatoon. 
I  and  a  lot  ol  other  women  spent  a  good 
deal  ol  time,  energy  and  money  getting 
there.  Our  hopes  were  many,  varied  and 
high.  Some  of  them  were  realized.  Some 
weren't.  In  many  cases,  the  failure  can 
be  traced  to  the  manipulation  of  the 
conlerence  by  the  Wages  Due  Lesbians. 
II  Ihey  don'l  want  to  participate  In  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coallllon,  and  don'l 
think  what  It  does  Is  important,  Ihey 
should  have  stayed  home.  They  chose 
to  come  and  disrupt,  They  didn't  suc- 
ceed entirely.  They  found  that 
everyone,  women  and  men,  gave  them  a 
(air  hearing.  But  they  tried  lo  take 
advantage  of  that  willingness.  Anything, 
no  matter  how  sensitively  put,  thai 
Implied  disagreement  wllh  their 
strategy  was  liable  lo  be  denounced  as 
anil-woman  il  It  came  from  a  man,  and 
anti-lesbian  autonomy  If  II  came  from  a 
woman. 

These  lactics  amount  to  nothing  less 
lhan  gulll-trlpplng  and  emolional 
blackmail. 

Most  ol  Ihe  lesbian  workshops  were 
dominated  by  discussions  of  Wages  tor 
Housework,  Women  who  attended 
primarily  to  exchange  Ideas  and 
experiences  wllh  olher  gay  women 
stopped  attending  Ihem  In  order  to 
avoid  the  inevitable  repetition  and 
potential  conflicts  Inherent  in  the 
situation.  And  Wages  Due  had  Ihe  nerve 
to  claim  they  spoke  lor  all  the  women 
present. 

Their  behaviour  after  the  final  plenary 
was  the  final  slraw  for  me.  When  they 
found  Ihey  couldn't  completely 
manipulate  that  session,  they  publicly 
trashed  the  NGRC  in  the  press 
conference  —  again,  on  behalf  of  all 

I'm  sorry  II  this  is  taken  as  my  con- 
tribution lo  a  slate  of  disunity.  Bui  whal 
Wages  for  Housework  did  was  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  both  the  NGRC  and 
lesbian  autonomy.  That  spirit  includes  a 
willingness  to  come  together  despite 
Our  differences  in  order  to  discover  and 
act  on  our  similarities. 

I  and  other  lesbians  at  the  conlerence 
did  our  u  i  most  to  show  our  respect  for 
this  group's  right  to  its  Ideas.  Bui,  we 
discovered.  Ihey  showed  little  respect 
for  the  women  from  Saskatoon  who 
worked  on  ihe  conference,  lor  women 
whowereiherelrom  gay  organizations 
from  across  I  he  country,  and  for 
autonomous  lesbian  organizations  who 
were  there  to  help  build  a  goal  which 
couldn't  have  been  further  from  the 
Intentions  ol  Wages  lor  Housework  — 
a  coalition  lor  gay  rights. 

by  Chris  Bearchellu 
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1977  An  historic  yetr  (vent  I  hey  alt 

lately)  Trie  Blue  Jays  major  league 
baseball  came  to  Toronto, 

So  aid  the  Cabbagetown  Professional 
League  Ana  thougn  the  evem  was  not 
quite  so  widely  publicized,  it  meant 
Torontohadagay  sottball  league  —  the 
tirsi  m  the  city  and  probably  We  coun- 
try 

The  lout  teams  meet  Sunday  after- 
noons and  Thursday  evenings  at  a  ball 
diamond  in  a  downtown  park  frequented 
by  ducks,  dogs,  cricketers  and  kite- 
flying kids  People  come  to  watch  loo 
To  all  In  i  ne  sun  on  the  hillside 
overlooking  ihe  diamond  and  cheer  their 
I avou rite  team  or  player 

Bob., .In  June  1975  a  number  ol  OS. 
about  10,  began  meeting  regularly  to 
play  scrub.  II  was  unorganized,  but 
there  was  a  fof  of  interest  and  soon  we 
had  enough  lo  form  learns. 
Doug  ,,We  played  everywhere  —  Cen- 

i  Iral  Tech,  Moss  Park  —  wherever  there 

.  was  space 
Bob. ..We  went  for  Iwo  summers  like 

I  Iftat.  but  It  was  obvious  last  fall  from  Ihe 
number  of  people  who  turned  out  for 
games  thai  we  needed  lo  be  more 
organized  Last  winter  several  of  the 

|  original  players  —  Warren,  Barry  and 
Jack  —  drew  up  a  plan  for  a  proposed 
league.  They  set  up  the  schedule. 

'  arranged  tor  a  diamond  permil  Iromlhe 
Clly  and  we  began  playing  exhibition 

1  games  the  first  week  of  May. 


'&» 


Barry    Next  year  we  expect  a  bigger 
league.  Six  or  eight  teams.  New  players 
this  year  will  be  stronger  next  yea/ 
Doug  ...Over  eighty  people  expressed  In- 
terest at  the  beginning  ol  this  season. 
Thai's  enough  for  eight  teams  Some 
guys  come  out  to  watch.  Next  thing  you 
know,  they're  playing  as  spares.  It's 
catching  on.  We  might  even  play  some 
non-league  teams  against  straight 

Jack., .It's  a  chance  to  show  what  we  can 
do.  Maybe  change  their  ideas  about 
gays.  We've  also  had  challenges  Irom 
gay  learns  in  New  York  and  Chicago. 


Bob, .Four  teams  play  a  lotal  of  48 
games  by  the  end  ol  September.  At  the 
beginning  ol  ihe  season,  the  teams 
were  balanced  —  a  mixiure  of  strong 
experienced  players,  and  less  exper- 
ienced guys,  some  ol  whom  had  never 
played  before  We  wanted  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  anyone  who  was  in- 
terested but  had  never  played.  We  had 
to  make  some  adjustments  to  keep  Ihe 
teams  equal  and  we're  gradually  im- 
plementing all  the  rules. 
Barry  ..Some  Of  the  Ontario  Softball 
Association  rules  are  intended  for  crack 
players  and  nol  everyone  in  our  league 
has  reached  that  level  yet.  As  we  im- 
prove, we  llghien  up  the  rules.  We  wanl 
lo  encourage  people  lo  play  sollball.  not 
discourage  (hem. 


Jack.. .It's  competitive  —  in  a  good- 
natured  way.  Were  far  enough  into  Ihe 
season  now  that  everyone  is  talking 
about  league  standings.  Granted  there's 
not  much  difference  between  lirst  place 
and  fourth.  I  like  to  think  I'm  not  com- 
petitive, bul  I  know  inside  I  am.  I  get  up- 
sel  when  a  game  goes  badly  for  my 
learn,  Laler  on.  I  forget  about  it 
John, ..Before  the  league  was  organized, 
it  was  more  sociable.  Now  there's  ten- 
sion some  times,  but  ihe  quality  of  the 
playing  is  belter  I  like  thai  Playing  soft- 
ball  provides  an  opportunity  lor  self- 
appraisal.  When  I  play  shitty  ball  I  won- 
der if  I  am  condilioned  to  think  I  can't 
play  well  because  I'm  gay.  I  have  to 
decide.  Most  everyone  plays  lo  the  best 
of  his  ability  People  try.  we  want  to 
play  good  ball,  but  we  also  want  to  have 

Gord.This  is  probably  the  only  league 
where  you  could  hug  the  umpire  as  you 
run  around  the  bases. 
Peter...This  is  an  alternative  to  trie  ghet- 
to social  scene. 

Jack. ..Often  gay  life  Is  such  a  solo 
effort  Baseball  gives  me  a  chance  to  be 
with  other  gays  in  a  more  relaxed 
situation  than  Ihe  bar  scene.  Us  easier 
lo  get  lo  know  people  when  sex  isn'l  Ihe 
predominant  motivalion  There  are  other 
gay-organized  sports.  Touch  football  in 
the  fall.  Bowling,  volleyball  and  skiing  in 
ihe  winter.  A  lot  of  gays  wanl  to  get 
together  without  having  lo  go  lo  Ihe 
bars.  Baseball  is  jusi  one  way 


Bob  .1  enjoy  sports.  I'm  competitive. 

Bai  I  provides  a  good  release  for  that 

lype  of  energy. 
'  Jack,.  There's  a  sense  of  belonging,  ll's 

somelhing  lo  work  on  with  other  gay 
I  people.  I  get  really  disappointed  when 
,  games  are  called  because  ol  rain  or  ihe 
I  field  is  flooded. 

flon. It's  something  to  do  other  than 

lean  up  against  a  bar  and  drink  beer,  u 


by  Keith  Sly 
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Lewis 

The  shy 
and  stubborn 
activist 


by  Michael  Lynch 


cad  "Especially  Sill  Lewi 
J.  A.  The  graffito  appeared  on  a 
Winnipeg  washroom  wall  after  Anna 
Bryant's  Oade  County  victory  The  same 
message  appeared  there  two  years  ago 
—  In  Ihe  very  building  where  BUI  Lewis 
worked. 

"The  first  lime  I  saw  n,"  he  says.  "It 
was  traumatic  I  still  believed,  then,  that 
if  people  Knew  you  as  a  person  lirat. 
they  would  be  able  to  accept  you  as 
gay  But  that  message  was  written  by 
someone  who  knew  me.  When  being 
gay  becomes  an  issue.  It  doesn't  matter 
how  much  Ihey  like  you  as  a  person." 

Bill  Lewis  is  stubborn,  perhaps 
Canada's  most  stubborn  gay  activist. 
"Intense",  "dedicated",  "adamant"  — 
these  adjectives  recurred  when  I  asked 
several  movement  people  to  describe 


But  there's  another  Bill  Lewis,  one  his 
close  friends  know  best,  so  let's  splice 
mio  the  public  anecdotes  some  glimpses 
Into  the  private  Bill. 
1  Several  years  ago,  when  some  Uni- 
versity ol  Manitoba  gays  were  beaten  up 
after  a  dance,  BUI  was  quoted  in  Ihe 
student  newspapers  about  the  incident 


Outraged  as  much  by  the  silence  of  his 
co-workers  as  about  Ihe  beating  itself, 
he  tried  to  force  them  to  deal  openly 
with  Ihe  Issue  by  posting  the  article 
prominently  in  his  building.  II  was  torn 
down.  He  put  It  up  again.  Down.  Up 

So.  would  you  believe  he's  shy? 
"Even  alter  so  many  years,  I  still  remain 
very  shy  and  awkward  In  social 
situations.  I  vividly  recall  those  awful 
years  before  coming  out.  the  pain  of 
isolation  and  socially  induced  celibacy, 
years  ol  withdrawal,  weeks  without 
saying  a  single  word,  finally  even  losing 
the  ability  to  speak  at  all  —  living  in  fear 
that  someone  would  speak  to  me  and  I 
would  only  be  able  to  manage  a  garbled 
Indecipherable  reply." 

2.  (Told  by  Bill.)  i,My  first  picket  was 
also  Ihe  lirst  lor  Gays  for  Equality.  We 
descended  upon  Ihe  Mennonile  com- 
munity of  Slembach  lo  picket  Derksen 
Printers  lor  refusing  lo  prim  our  Under- 
standing Homosexuality  publication.  I 
marched  hand  in  hand  with  Don  Mor- 
den,  our  free  hands  holding  placards. 
How  wonderful  it  lelt  to  march  in 
protest  with  someone  you  love.  The 
next  day  seeing  my  name  on  the  front 
pageofboih  Winnipeg  newspapers  and 
in  ihe  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  and  watch- 
ing the  CBC  TV  news  as  Ihe  camera 
tocussed  in  on  Don  and  myself.  With  it 
came  the  political  realization  of  the 
power  of  media  portrayal,  past  and 

So,  would  you  believe  he's  private? 
Bill  is  happiest  when  alone,  or  with 
his  "bugs."  He  is,  after  all,  a  micro- 
biologist He  spends  most  hours  of  ihe 
day  In  his  lab.  hunched  over  a  micro- 
scope. ("If  it's  big  enough  to  see,  I 
don't  know  anything  about  it."] 

He's  long  been  fascinated  with  living 
things  "When  I  was  a  child,  my  room 
was  full  of  plants  and  animals,  and  I 
spent  hours  each  day  watching  them, 
trying  to  figure  out  how  they  grew."  His 
work  as  a  biologist  seems  an  extension 
ol  that  childhood  curiosity.  "When  I  go 
into  Ihe  lab  now.  I  still  ask  questions 
about  lite  that  haven't  been  answered. 
and  the  search  lor  those  answers  is  not 
only  intellectually  challenging,  but  It's 
also  fun.  I  enjoy  playing  in  the  lab." 

Recently.  Bill  has  made  an  important 
discovery  in  cell  biology,  one  thai  has 
helped  him  land  a  government 
fellowship  lor  advanced  research  — 


standing  of  how  r. 

cerous    It's  a  very  private  world,  his  lab. 

but  with  huge  public  implications 

J  i  first  met  Bill  last  tall,  lor  a  hasty. 
sloppy  interview  Much  later  he 
described  it  in  an  angry  teller  10  The 
Body  Politic  "All  lean  remember  is 
Michael's  insistence  on  knowing  how 
many  plants,  cats,  and  tropical  lish  l 
had'  A  photographer  was  there  to  get  a 


Bins  live  years  of  activism  In  Win 

nipeg  nave  given  him  ihe  first  home  he's 

ever  had  His  lather  was  in  Ihe  Air  Force. 

1   and  so  he  grew  upon  the  move  in  Ot 

,   tawa  a  while,  in  Calgary.  In  France  When 

.   he  settled  in  Winnipeg  thirteen  years 

ago,  he  began  slowly  to  put  down  roots 
|   Undergrad,  then  graduate  work  in 
I   microbiology  He  was  Involved  In 
Pollution  Probe  and  Zero  Population 
Growth  —  but  ecology  activism  wasn't 
|   enough. 

He  became  a  gay  political  activist 
before  being  sexually  active  — 
the  story  of  many  of  us  whose 
minds,  sadly,  have  been  taught  to  lead 
our  bodies.  But  thai  night  when, 
terrified,  he  nervously  paced  the 
sidewalk  belore  going  into  his  first  gay 
meeting  —  then,  In  1972.  It  was  Ihe 
Campus  Gay  Club  —  changed  his  life. 
Wilhinsix  months,  this  closet 

j  wallflower  was  out  on  his  first  gay 
speaking  engagement:  "Phil  Graham  on 

!  one  side  of  me,  Susan  White  on  the 
other,  each  menially  holding  my  hand," 
(Sue,  by  the  way,  now  acllve  In  the  Win- 

■  nipeg  Lesbian  Society,  recently 

I  described  Bill  as  "the  epitome  of  what  a 

i  male  gay  activist  should  be.") 
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portrait  shot,  but  when  the  backarop 
screen  was  lowered,  II  fell  into  a  crum- 
pled mess  on  the  lloor.  II  was  then 
decided  to  lake  a  photo  against  the 
blank  wall  —  which  was  fine,  except  it 
turned  out  that  there  was  no  film  for  the 
camera!  Meanwhile,  my  llight  was 
departing, " 

The  letter  detailed  other  criticisms  ol 
the  paper,  and  concluded:  "I'm  angry, 
disappointed,  and  hurl.  I  had  thought  I 
was  dealing  with  people  —  instead  of  a 
journal.  My  mistake.  I  fear  TBP  is 


IV 


showing  signs  of  good,  slick,  intellec- 
tual, Toronto-oriented  journalese.  I  have 
doubts  about  the  long-term  national  ef- 
fectiveness ol  such  an  orientation. " 
So  would  you  believe  that  he's  in- 
timidated by  other  gay  activists?  (Bill 
argues  that  a  TBP  profile  "ought  to 
show  the  anger  and  energy,  but  also  the 
sensitivity  and  vulnerability"  )  "When  I 
attend  meetings,  I'm  always  amazed  at 
how  the  issues  seem  closed  when 
others  present  them  so  competently, 
I'm  often  unsure  about  the  debates, 
especially  about  long-range  analyses 
and  plans.  But  I'm  sure  of  two  im- 
mediate things;  we  need  to  develop  a 
supportive  gay  community.  And  we 
must  use  public  confrontation  to 
achieve  our  needs' ' 


He  counts  among  the  highlights  of 
his  Winnipeg  experience  the  John 
Damien  visit  last  year  and  the  recent 
establishment  ol  the  Manitoba  Gay 
Coalition  —  a  coalition  of  "ten  very 
viable  gay  organizations.  Not  only  In 
Winnipeg  now,  but  also  In  places  like 
Brandon  and  Thompson,  a  strong  gay 
community  is  emerging  In  Manitoba." 
He  hopes  Manitoba  gays  will  become 
more  involved  In  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition.  "Local  issues  take 
immediate  precedence,  of  course,  but 
there's  a  greal  Importance  In  national 
cohesion." 

Bill  Lewis  has  made  an  impact,  it's 
clear,  that  stretches  ta/ther  than  the 
Winnipeg  city  limits.  It  he  Is  stubborn, 
he's  also  shaky  —  needs  self- 
bolstering,  needs  his  Iriends,  needs  gay 
community.  On  a  recent  trip  to 
Boston  —  where  he  may  advance  his 
"bug"  research  next  year.  If  he  doesn't 
decide  on  Toronto  instead  —  he  was 
stricken  with  the  old  rootlessness.  and 
he  reached  out  Immediately  to  Boston 
gay  activists  for  support.  Before  visiting 
the  high-pressure  labs  where  he  may  be 
working,  he  retreated  to  his  hotel  room 
to  read  and  reread  the  letters  of  recom- 
mendation that  had  been  written  about 
him  in  Winnipeg  —  and  love  letters 
from  his  close  friends. 

While  that  quiet  scene  in  the  hotel 
may  be  the  one  to  conclude  with,  I'd 
prefer  another  a  close-up  ol  a  thick 
black  binder,  a  draft  of  his  thesis,  where 
between  chapters  with  titles  like 
"Genetic  Characterization  of 
Hydroxyurea  Resistance  in  Chinese 
Hamster  Ovary  Cells"  and  "Inhibition  of 
Mammalian  Ribonucleotide  Reductase 
by  a  trinucleotide  Produced  In 
Eucaryollc  Cells"  are  crammed  papers 
from  the  National  Gay  Conference,  from 
the  Manitoba  Coalition,  and  some  let- 
ters from  friends. 

The  public  and  the  private  together. 
BUI  Lewis.  D 
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The  Rising 
of  a  People 


We  are  unlike  any  other  people  on  earth. 

We  know  each  other,  and  will  be 
known,  solely  by  the  ways  we  love  and 
how  well  we  light  for  each  other. 

Nolhing  can  contain  us,  no  prison, 
no  lamlly,  no  era,  no  age  or  lime  of  life, 
no  phase,  no  class,  no  religion,  no 
language,  no  theory,  no  taw,  no  culture, 
stale  or  race. 

We  have  never  known  that  we  could 
be  a  people.  We  have  always  been  other 
things  first;  I  am  a  person  Moslem 
Brazilian  bourgeois  Chinese 
Presbyterian  proletarian  Canadian  —  all 
these  identities  we've  learned,  or  are 
struggling  to  learn   Our  universal  Gay 
identity  has  come  last,  "Ask  not  what 
your  country  can  do  for  you.,."  —  ol 
course  not;  how  many,  having  asked, 
could  acknowledge  the  country  as 
theirs? 

We  have  always  been  a  people;  only 
recently  have  we  begun  to  know  II,  to 
hear  echoes  ol  a  common  past.  Those 
who  fear  us  as  Ihe  future  must  deny  us 
In  the  present  and  to  do  this  they  must 
concealordlslort  our  past.  When  Ihe 
Holy  Church  burned  us  in  Ihe  Middle 
Ages  it  also  burned  Ihe  Irlal  records  — 
we  were  never  to  have  existed.  Our 
slory  as  we  win  it  back  reads  more  of 
what  has  been  done  to  a  people  than  of 
what  Ihe  people  did  tor  themselves. 
Some  ol  us  have  been  more  fortunate, 
more  free  than  others  In  certain  limes 
and  places,  as  now.  Some  have  been 
martyrs,  some  victims,  some  sacrificed 
themselves  in  wild  defiance,  others 
pressed  wearily  for  a  lifetime,  some  are 
recorded,  most  are  unknown. 

More  than  anything,  the  past  cries  out 
our  Isolation.  We  have  been  forced  to 
defend  ourselves  almost  always  alone. 
We  assumed  the  protective  colours  of 
our  surroundings,  veiling  our  own.  Our 
anger  steeped,  corroded  us  or  spilled  on 
each  other   Our  humour  soured  to  en- 
dure. We  wasted  ourselves  living  down 
the  false  myths  that  others  have  con- 
structed of  us,  fighting  our  way  out  of 
one  Imprisoning  theory  and  definition 
after  another.  We've  been  forced 
or  looled  into  buying  others'  Images  ol 
what  we  should  be,  living  by  their  ways 
and  their  laws,  paying  their  taxes, 
fighting  their  wars,  trusting  their  gods, 
suffering  their  families  who  never  suf- 
fered us.  We  have  fought  each  other  for 
the  scraps  they  granted  us  —  special 
favours,  occasional  privilege,  exotic 
status  —  each  of  us  almost  always 
alone. 

Now  we  begin  to  make  our  own  story, 
to  rise  as  a  people. 

We  are  not  a  nation,  we  have  no  need 
to  become  one  or  to  compete  with  any 
olher.  We  need  fighl  no  one  for  land  or 
language,  nor  among  ourselves  for  Ihe 
spoils  of  power.  We  will  never  have 
borders  to  defend,  never  national  in- 
terest or  pride  lo  uphold.  Our  struggle 
is  unlike  any  other  people's:  we  light"  for 
the  ways  we  love.  These  are  insepar- 
able from  our  lives,  from  our  being.  Our 
enemy  is  any  person  or  power  anywhere 
lhal  denies  or  threatens  this  being,  this 
open  expression  of  ourselves. 

We  have  always  known  how  powerful 
our  enemies  were;  they  remind  us  when    i. 
we  forget.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  have  | 
had  only  Ihe  first  notices  Of  our  power,      j 
We  ourselves  are  only  beginning  to 
sense  II,  or  to  focus  It.  They  have 
always  been  able  to  eliminate  us  as  tn-      ' 
dividuals.  The  more  we  speak  and  fight    | 
as  a  people  the  more  our  enemies  must     ! 
deal  with  us  as  a  people.  They  cannot 
eliminate  us  as  a  people  A  Gay  person    j 


murdered  In  Chile  Is  a  defeat  lor  Gay 
people  In  Canada  and  the  U  S.S.R.,  a 
Gay  adoption  In  Denmark  is  a  Gay  vic- 
tory In  Dade  County,  In  Australia  and  In 
Cuba.  A  danger  looneof  us  is  a  danger 
to  the  whole  people.  Your  coming  out  Is 

The  enemy  continues  tohope  lhal 
each  of  us  will  be  alone,  and  helpless. 
When  one  ol  us  dares  to  rebel  In  ap- 
pearance or  behaviour,  the  enemy  Is 
startled.  When  two  of  us  exhibit  love 
we  are  revolting,  the  uneasy  reaction 
mounts.  When  more  than  Iwo  love, 
when  we  tell  the  young  who  we  are  or 
when  swelling  numbers  of  us  march, 
when  we  rise  as  a  people  we  threaten 
"the  very  foundations  ol  soclely."  Our 
enemies  must  Intensify  and  accelerate 
Ihetr  attacks.  They  will  tend  to  use  only 
Ihe  power  that  seems  necessary  to 
disarm  or  eliminate  us.  When  a  people 
Is  inert,  no  repression  Is  needed,  when 
it  is  weak,  moderate  repression  and 
bribery  combine  to  anaesthetize,  to  con- 
fuse and  lo  disintegrate.  But  In  a  people 
grown  strong,  repression  tightens  ranks 
and  hardens  collective  will.  The 
"backlash"  being  orchestrated  against 
us  where  we've  made  gains  can  only  In- 
crease; Ihe  weapons  they  use  are  a 
measure  of  Iheir  (ear,  a  measure  of  our 
effect,  a  lesl  of  their  power,  and  ours. 
We  are  closely  watched,  by  opponents 
on  one  side  for  signs  ol  weakness  and 
division,  by  our  own  people  on  Ihe  olher 
for  signs  of  hope  and  unity. 

As  persons  we  trail  a  cumbersome, 
Inhibiting  baggage  of  second-hand 
edicts,  customs,  habits  and 
assumptions;  as  a  people  we  want  none 
of  these.  Once  we  recognize  who  we 
are  and  what  we  share  we  can  do  what 
no  other  people  has  ever  done:  we  can 
make  of  ourselves  the  people  we  want 
to  be.  We  need  neither  space  nor 
materials,  we  are  building  principles. 
We  need  each  other,  and  time  to  build 
well,  to  last.  During  the  Algerian  war  ol 
liberation  women  fought  as  equals  with 
men,  or  so  It  seemed  when  they  were 
needed.  Many  discarded  the  veil,  for 
centuries  Ihe  symbol  of  their  en- 
slavement. But  when  the  war  was  won 
most  men  forced  mosl  women  back 
behind  the  veil,  back  into  their  old 
chains.  Tradition,  the  "national  In- 
terest" and  "revolutionary  necessity" 
prevailed.  Another  battle  remains  to  be 
foughl  In  Algeria. 

Unaccustomed  as  we  are  to  seeing 
ourselves  as  a  people,  and  faced  with 
the  examples  of  other  peoples,  we  will 
continue  to  have  Intense,  even  bitter, 
quarrels  among  ourselves  as  we  mold 
and  test  the  forms  of  our  liberation.  But 
if  we  demand  for  ourselves  the  right  to 
deline  ourselves,  and  use  It,  we  cannot 
avoid  redefining  our  relationships  with 
all  other  entities.  We  can't  help 
judging  their  relevance  to  our  lives, 
their  advantages  and  costs  to  us. 
Every  people  or  group  fighting  for  Its 
liberation  has  had  to  define  itself  and  Its 
enemies,  to  reject  the  terms  and 
methods  of  the  enemy,  to  learn  from 
previous  and  current  struggles,  and  to 
improvise  and  invent  on  Ihe  move.  Our 
struggle  resembles  no  olher  —  we  can     I 
expect  surprise,  costly  errors,  freedom 
of  movement  anddlsilluslonment.  We 
must  create  our  own  potent  mix  of 
reason  and  passion,  our  own  unheard-of  ' 
methods,  amazing  and  terrible. 

We  can  only  become  more  a  people. 
We  can  only  rise 

Mystical,  romantic  nonsense? 

b/Mlcha«l  Rlordon    , 
Body  Pollllc/23 
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McKenzie  Porter,  who  is  allowed  to  use 
big  words  in  the  Toronto  Sun,  diSQuls&J 

a  recenl  attack  on  gay  people  as  a 
review  of  Streamers  " Homosexuality  is 
associated  with  anal  eroticism  stem- 
ming Irom  constipation  during  infancy. " 
said  Porter  in  a  rehash  ol  his  favourite 
theory  Informed  sources  leel  !he  attack 
was  an  at  tempi  to  cover  up  an  inadver- 
(ant  slip  which  occured  In  his  column  of 
June  28,  and  we  quote:  "Alas,  I  also 
remember  when  my  sister  and  I  and  our 
guests,  the  Nlchotls  girls  from  Montreal, 
all  got  tiny  powder  burns  over  the  Ironis 
of  our  dresses,  because  we  didn't  hold 
our  llreworks  far  enough  away  "  We 
hope  the  only  powder  on  Porter's 
dresses  these  days  is  face  powder. 


Volvo  goes  botch  Two  disgruntled 
Volvo  owners,  fed  up  with  the  amount  of 
expensive  servicing  their  cars  required, 
and  with  the  poor  handling  of  their 
problems  by  the  responsible  dealer, 
finally  displayed  their  grievances  by 
picketing  Oocksteader  Motors  in  Van- 
couver The  management  reacted  by 
posting  a  large  sign  in  their  display  win- 
dow: "Complaining  Volvo  owners  are 
homosexuals."  At  least  one  of  the 
unabashed  owners  is  taking  the  matter 
to  court 

Professional  turkey  and  long-time 
homophobe  Daniel  Cappon  believes 
living  in  high-rise  apartment  buildings 
helps  make  men  effeminate  "A  man 
with  no  garden  to  dig  or  the  opportunity 
to  carry  out  masculine  activities 
becomes  passive  and  effeminate 
helping  his  wife  with  her  chores," 
reports  York  University's  tenured  em- 
barrassment, Mr.  Cappon,  a  consultant 
to  the  CN  Tower  Commission,  is  partly 
responsible  for  Ihe  world's  tallest  sissy- 

Thanks  to  readers  in  Vancouver,  Mon- 
treal and  Toronto  tor  the  stickles  in  this 

We're  not  everywhere,  but  Trashts.       ■ 
You  garbage- spotters  should  clip  it,  dare! 
it  and  send  It  to.  Trash,  c/o  The  Body 
Politic.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada,  M$W  1X9. 
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Subscribe. 


f Co 
!  Be 

I      M 
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Body  Politic  [Subs].  Bo*  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  M5W1X9. 


I  would  like  lo  subscribe  lo  The  Body  Politic  and  receive  my  first 
copy  starting  with  issue  number 


I  enclose  cheque  or  money  order  made  out  to  The  Body  Politic  lor 
Enclosed  lind: 

1  S5  00iCanadian2nd class) 
S9  50(Canadian  1st  class! 
1  S8  50 (International 2noclass) 
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CLASSIFIED 


FRIENDS-i 

WESTERN  CANADA 

TWO    GAY    GIRLS    in    Southern 

Aioem  would  like  to  write  to  gay 
couples  in  western  Canada  lit 
lerested  only  in  friendship  We  en- 
toy    camping,    sports,    and    I  ravel 


FRIENDS"* 

VICTORIA  BC 

HUMANIST  interested  In  tO-speed 
biking,  short  stay  camping,  hiking. 
good   conversation     Gentle   by 


CRA.NBROOK.BC_ 


especially  Female)  relating  10  how 
you  cope  wllh  being  gay  In  Ihe  Ar- 
med Forces  Correspondence  from 
gay  ex-service  people  Including 
why,  and  how  you  leil  Ihe  Services 
would  be  appreciated  also.  Vour 

lunless  you  so  desire)  as  your  ex- 
ence  as  a  gay  serviceperson  or 
former  serviceperson  Is  all  that  is 


Discretions  :.;«niiii   D'-j^-:-'t.ji 

PRJNCEGEORGEBC 

CARING  CHINESE,  late 20s,  seek 

permanent  relationship  Conser- 
vative and  discreel.  Also  needs 
single  room  or  share  apt  nearCNC. 
Reply  Bon  1213,  Sin  A,  Prince 
George.  BC  V2L4V3. 

VANCOUVER 

PRIMITIVE  PAINTEH  53,  5'5". 
I27lbs.  Tolerant.  Versatile.  Seeks 
sum  male  re  a  permanent  relation- 
ship Write  Bo.  46192.  Sin  G,  Van- 


r.BC. 


TORONTO 


.-■:  ariswijrt'J  Dra«._-r  6 


FEMALE  25,  PETITE,  ATTRAC- 
TIVE, non-smoker,  llghl  drinker, 
injoys  reading,  conver- 
sation, dinning,  classical  music, 
and  performing  arts,  quiet 
Open,  honesl,  loving. 
Desirous  of  close  one  to  one 
relationship  Toronto  area,  drawer 


EDMONTON 


GAYS  IN  EDMONTON,  I  want  1 
meet  you.  Drawer  number  744  c 
write  to  General  Delivery,  9808 
I03A  Ave, .Edmonton,    " 


740 


;g* 


TORONTO  FEMALE  21  in  i 


LESBIAN     GATHERING     I 

Mills  Road/Eglinton  Ave  area  Call 

424-4724. 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes 
I     ciassllled  ads  Irom  our  women 
readers.  The  charge?  10«  per  word 
wllh  a  minimum  charge  oF  S2,  plus 
I     an  additional  Si  II  you  want  a 


MALE,  Edmonton  area, 
Professional,  mid-30s,  57",  155tbs, 
interested  in  social  activities,  con- 
versation, reading,  movies,  travel, 
outdoors,  and  also  have  number  ol 
general  Interesls.  Enjoy  people 
Would  like  to  correspond  wllh  and 
meet  other  pays  Drawer  702 


include  lennis,  theatre,  Iravel,  gal- 
ling II  on— versatile  Please  reply 
sincerely  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawei  735. 
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maybe  a   teenager 


'    younf 


iring    Irom    you. 
_  ___  f.7}_ 


MASCULINE  YOUNG  ATTRAC- 
TIVE PROFESSIONAL  wishes  lo 
meel  males  40  lo  60.  En|oy  people 
and    conversation     100   percenl 


MALE   26   ATTRACTIVE,    140   lbs, 

blond,  blue  eyes,  professional 
Wants  lo  meel  attractive, 
masculine,  professional  man  up  lo 
30  Interested  In  possible  long- 
term  relationship  All  replies  with 
photos answerea   Drawer  755 


n36,  S'S",  I70ibs  (Utile 


T5J 


LISTENING  OUT  THERE  -  Sagi- 
(anus,  35,  dark  hair.  French 
Canadian,  business  background, 
lasi  5  yrs  in  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
management,  now  living  in  Win- 
nipeg Open,  sincere,  sensiilve, 
devoted,  "homebuddy"  Loves 
I.  tine  food  and  wine,  [lowers, 

reading,  writing,  all  Ihe  arts.  P  R 
personallly  Very  sexy,  always  hor- 
ny, like  porn  Have  lived  and  ex- 
perienced |ust  about  everylhing  In 
lite,  Including  two  serious  aitalrs, 
and  now  am  looking  for  you  out 

have  also  experienced  life  and 
know  whal  you  want.  Would  prefer 
you  in  some  stable  profession  or 
business  with  outgoing  view  ol  gay 
Ills,  willing  to  work  hard,  lo  share, 

belong  to  someone   Am  willing  to 


3  tor 


My 


affair  All  answered  Please  give  as 
much  Inlo  as  possible.  JPG,  Box 
nipeq.  Manitoba. 


ONTARIO 

MUSCULAR  WRESTLER  OPEN  TO 
CHALLENGE-IBS  NO.  CLASS, 
Len,  c/o  MPO  Box  1016,  Hamlllon, 
ON  L8N  3Rl.lntoJ/Oloo 
OWEN  SOUND 
YOUNG,  MASCULINE.  24,  extra 
good  looks,  black  wavy  hair,  blue 
eyes  and  slim  muscular  body.  Wants 
young  gay  under  24  who  Is  Inter- 
ested in  real  relationship.  High 
schoolers  welcome  Photo  ap- 
d.  Drawers'" 


LONDON 


YOUNG,  MASCULINE.  22,  511", 
1 9510s.  Seeks  young  male  to  share 
love  and  home  lite.  Prefer  slender 
build.  Student  OK.  Write  Oavld  at 
Drawer  719. 

SAULTSTE  MARIE  

SAULT  STE  MARIE  MALE. 
married.  Bl,  35,  S'1V,  ISOfbs, 
slralght-looklng.  Seeks  gay  con- 
tacts In  general  area.  New  lo  gay 
lite.  Gays  lo  40  years.  Race,  colour 
unimportant  Coniacts  with  sen  in 
mind.  Discretion  a  must.  All  letters 
.  Drawei  725. 


GEORGIAN  BAY 
MASCULINE  MALE.  6'1",  blonde, 

Georgian  Bay  area  to  share  own 
country  home  wllh  swimming 
pool,  oriusl  on  weekends  Drawer 


GOOD-LOOKING  INTELLECTUAL 

seeks  Inend  for  exciting  evenings, 
weekends  Prefer  lo  45,  married 
and  bl.  Absolute  discretion  Ottawa 
area  Drawe r712. 


L  EJ  _ B  R  IDG  £_,_  AB 

HANDSOME,  straight,  looking 
counlry  boy,  32,  155lbS,  5'tO", 
average  endowment  Brown  hair, 
btue  eyes,  muscular  trim  body. 
You  will  lind  me  happy, 
humourous,  intelligent,  and  at 
limes  quiet  and  affectionate  Nol 
into  drugs,   tobacco   or  alcohol. 


friend,  same  age  or  younger 
Discretion  essential  Smallish  guy 
preferred  Bramlord  area  Drawer 
747 

TORONTO 


GAY  MALE  early  40  s,  Ctrwjdlan, 
non  drink*,  interested  in  meeting 
same  or  similar.  30  lo  40  tor  a 

lasting  friendship    No  hang  uc-s, 

■books  Write  It  you  teel  Ihe  tame 


SCARBOROUGH  GAY  MALE  41, 

ilfectlonate,  honest,  sincere, 
ooklng  for  Iriends  or  lover  bet- 
ween 18  and  30  Must  be  sincere, 
iftecllonale,  honest,  good-looking 
ind  well  built.  I  have  secure  job 
ind2odrmapi  I  smoke  and  en|oy 


night  stands  You  won't  be  disap- 
pointed. Pholo  please  and  phone 

number  Drawer  745.  

MALE  TRANSVESTITE  22.  new  10 
drag  scene,  wishes  to  meel  others 
tor  exchange  ol  fashion  lips  and 
techniques.  Experienced  makeup 

return  Please  write  Including 
telephone    number    lo    Don    at 

Drawer  748. 

MALE  6".    170LBS.    BLUE    EYES. 


730. 


hips, 

anvwav.  Drawer  741 


AFFECTIONATE,  ROMANTIC 
MALE  welcomes  possible 
relationship.  Have  very  attractive 
face  and  figure,  good  education. 
Am  sensible  and  sincere.  Mld-30's. 
Enjoy  sunbathing,  shows,  music, 
reading.  Iravel,  so 
Quiet  times.  Drawer  739 
MALE  30,  5'8",  I35tbs.  good- 
looking  Seeks  sincere  friend  open 
to  relationship  if  n  happens,  In- 
terests Include  writing,  painllng, 
cycling.  Please  send  photo.  Same 

r e turned.  Dr awer  738. 

MALE,  YOUTHFUL  S2.  looks  42, 
(that's  what  everyone  says)  feels 
32,  (that's  what  I  say)  seeks  a  sin- 
cere, masculine  person,  35  lo  50, 
for  a  romantic  relationship.  I  am  a 
professional,  have  travelled  on 
five  continents,  am  intelligent,  ai- 
tracllve,  well-built,  mannerly,  but 
seem  unable  to  meet  "Mr.  Right"  I 
have  no  trouble  "making  out"  wllh 
guys  who  are  |usl  my  type  — han- 
dsome, husky,  versatile— In  baths, 

married  or  riding  Ihe  peak  of  their 
popularity  and  unwilling  to  settle 
down  lo  a  one  tor  one  situation.  It 
you  do  not  Quality,  bui  know 
might,  please  direct 

nr. 

00  ADS  REALLY  WORK?  Male  24, 


versation  and  possible  relation- 
ship. Masculine  men  under  30 
preferred.  I  really  am  tired  o(  Ihe 


ORIENTAL  MALE  20,  57",  I35lbs. 
Canadian  born  Wishes  to  meel 
olher  gays  lor  friendship  and 
eventually  a  perman^ni  relation- 
ship. Am  Interested  in  ihe  finer 
things  In  lite;  theatre,  movies,  the 
Ads,  eic.  Enjoy  dancing  also.  It  In- 
terested please  answer  this  ad,  All 
inswered  wllh  discretion 


Drav,. 


. ;'  M 


apartment  downtown.  I  enjoy 
music,  movies,  good  food  and 
great  sex  I  prefer  a  moustache  but 
am  nol  inlo  beards  So  please 
write  lo  me  il  you  are  nred  Ol  one 
nighl  slands  Maybe  we  can  get 
something  going    All  replies  an- 

swered.  Drawer  733. 

I  AM  A  28  YR  OLD  GAY 
CHRISTIAN  MAN.  who  would  like 
10  meel  other  gay  Christians  Call 
494.7567 


MASCULINE  MALE  SEEKS  COM- 
PANION. LOVER,  25  to  40 years  lo 

share  his  lite.  Work  pari  time  or 
look  after  home  I'm  51.  57", 
1 46 lbs,  average  looks  No  Objec- 
tion to  race  or  physical  handicaps 
Send  pholo  or  phone  number  II 
possible   Arij-jroa   Drawer  72S 


educated,  and  downtown,  25  to  35, 
lor  constructive,  gentle  relation- 
ship I  am  humourous,  articulate, 
sometimes  sophisticated.  Pholo 
imbet  please.  Dr 


YOUNG    MALE 
university  g 
looking    24 


ll-bulll.  23. 
king  stralghl- 
ider,  discreet 
who  enjoy  sports, 
Toronto  area.  Pholo  and 


Discretion  necessary.  Box  112, 
Islington  Sin  B.  Eloblcoke,  ON 
M9C  4X9. 


man.  Dislike  S/M.  B/D.  \ 
masculine,  straight  appearing  t 
lorn  man  lhat  feels  younger  Write 
with  photo,  phone.  Has  great 
possibilities  ol  leading  to  a  great 
and  permanent  relationship 
Drawer  749. 


masculine,  III  male  30  to  40  lor 
good  clean  sex  and  old  lashioned 
'  "ing  only.  Not  looking  for  lies 


iel      preclated.  Drawer  723. 


MASTER  27  WANTS  SLAVE  Inlo 
full  servitude.  Musi  be  experienced. 
Any  and  all  perversities  performed, 
You  set  the  limits  and  then  shut  op 
and  serve,  Can  you  lake  It,  boy? 
jwbi  24 


MALE  26,  51 


,  14S  I 


stimulating  conversation,  good 
music,  dancing  and  dining. 
Ideally,  you  ere  bearded,  hairy,  25 
to  35,  and  have  a  positive  outlook 
on  life.  Let's  maetf  All  sincere 
replies  promptly  answered  Photo 

ireclaled   Dr; 


MALE  28  S'S".  p 

-T-..-,n 

attractive. 

Wo 

Id    like 

meet  olher  gays  between  21 

nri 

35   Drawer  759 

AM  50  AND  PREFER  YOUNGER 
OR  YOUNGER  IN  SPIRIT.  5'10", 
145  lbs.  Like  conversation  after 
sex  Box  1042.  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 

M5W_IG____ 


ARE  YOU  A  "LOVING  MAN"?  If 


loving  n 


30,  6'2",  blond-haired,  blue-eyed 
Cancerlan.  who  is  looking  lor  a 
stable  relationship  with  a  serious, 
responsible  guy  I  en|ov  nighls  on 
the  town,  from  diBco  to  TSO  con- 
certs, bicycling.  Ihps  In  Ihe  counlry, 
lo  qulel  evenings  at  home.  Just  Ihe 

smoker.  25  to  35,  approximately 
masculine  In  appearance,  and  1 
aggressor  sexually,  Please  respond 
wllh  photo.  Drawer  757. 


NEGRO  MALE  Bl,  passive/ 
active,  non-smoker,  40,  57",  155 
lbs,  Unlv  grad.  Likes  reading, 
drama,  travel,  redheads  and  blonds 
Drawer  766. 


HIP.  ENERGETIC.  WARM,  (un- 
loving, mature  young  male  looking 
for  youthful  guys  who  get  oft  on 
acid  rock,  bicycling,  walking  In  Ihe 
park,  swimming,  hanging  out, 
people  watching,  self-expression, 
responsibility.  Box  6191.  Stn  A. 
Toronlo.ON  M5W  1P6, 


Why  Classifieds?  They  help  gay 
people  meet  each  other  And  they 
help  support  Tho  Body  Politic, 
When  you  place  an  ad  here  you're 
helping  yoursell  In  more  ways  than 


K  &  K  Creations 
228  Main  St..  Dept.  A 
k  Paul..  R.I    02860     > 


Body  Pollilc/25 


_____  TORONTO       - 

■  IB*   N«wlog*y  ESCORTS   AVAILABLE   FOR   ALL 

0  m**f  guys   i"  AGES .  Cji 

'■'     MwnaOUp— go-00  SOUTH   MISSISSAUGA   MARRIED 

maybe    more'    I    sm  PROFESSIONAL  MAN  early  30s. 

itraight  appearing,  nonw.   clean  alhlellc    build    seeks    same    lor 

»nd   have  many   interests    All  lei  discreet    relationship     Reply    in 

i   W»  ■nayred.  Owwr  756 confidence  !P_Dfa«o<_ZZi 

SINCERE    MALE    COUPLE,     40.  MASCULINE,    AFFECTIONATE 

is  couples  or  singles  'Or  friend  MALE  seeks  a 


Ho   ■ 


1  *nip  and   good 

guars    or    bar    hoppers     Genuine 
replies    only     Photo    and    phone 

'-■; 
PASSIONATE,     IMAGINATIVE 
GUV.  43,  good  figure  Seeks  Mend 


776 


relationship    I 


kings    I 


illh 


5V6. 


VOUNG  TORONTO  MALE  wants  lo 
meet  good-looking  boys  1610  25  m- 
leresled      <n      earning      money 
ucn    oi     modelling    Private,  discreel,  no 
I    other     strings  attached    Photo  please 

Orawer  683. 

0N  »M     SaUIm 


o  get  oil  on  each 


>.  Photo  a 


Drawer  61 3 


guys  lor  dancing. 

.  «\r  an.j  iusr  good 
s  I  have  many  in- 
ner^   answered 


TWOGUVS 
games.  No  I 

r_!_i    btJ'    *'"   °"5We'   a"        ACTIVEMALE. 

urgwcr.oir  tached,  30,  I65ltjs,  dart,  curly 

MASCULINE  ATTRACTIVE  MALE     SeekS 


:l   iu  s 


■    Sen- 


o  gourn 


riplion  i 


Drawer6_82 

MASCULINE  MALE  36,  professional, 

seek  5  companionship  and  relation- 

find  out   Love  evenings  out,  quiet 

nome  nie,  dining,  Inaa/U   theatre 

dancing  or  |ust  walking,  Intellec- 
tual conversation  reading,  a  warm, 
Dvmg  relationship  Can  be  all  with 
he  right  person.  Drawer  667. 

W/M   FOREIGNER,   40  plus.  5'4", 

130lbs,    Wishes    younger,    slim, 

virile,  straight  appearing  company 
I    during  Canada  visits    AJI  races 

Tanner,  blacks,  asialics,  orientals     am    ^ 
j    prelerred.    No   S/M,   B/D.    Photo    „         ;  an0     ' 
1    appreciated.  Drawer  77?. 

MALE  32,  510",  150  lbs.  Looking 

1B  to  35.  Interests  include  music, 
|    outdoors  and  photography    Send 
phone  number  it  possible  Will  an 
II.  Drawer 777 


BORED?  LETS  GET  SOMETHING 
GOING  lor  the  coming  cold  winter 
nighis    Short-term,   long-ierm? 

canned,  opera,  shows,  books, 
travel,  photography  (no,  not  that 
klndl),  home  Itle,  comtortable  Hie 
style.  Vou  should  have  dellnlte  In- 
terests,   complemeniary    or   op* 


h  ihe  i 


LOVER  WANTED  by 

i,  quiel,  masculine 


alter. 


Photo 


mowledqed  Dra 


I  replle 


a,e  TORONTO-BUFFALO-LONOON 
35  lo  50,  attractive,  bright,  reajy  s,,„1UL,ub  provocative  describe  a 
lor  a  happy  lite  logelher    Please 


MND.TV,  BD.  PTK. 
hlng.    Phoio   ap- 


MALE    30    UNIVERSITV    GRAD. 
Would    like    lo    meet    straight 
appearing   friends   u 
lerests   Include  wall 
photography,    movie 
"c.  Send  desenptio 

Drawer  775. 


skating, 

cycling, 


DISCRETE  CLEAN-CUT,  40,  5'6" 
Many  Inierests  Seek  straight 
looking  person  for  permanent 
honest  relationship  Please  no 
S/M    or    drugs     Phone    number 

app  r  Bctalad.  _D.ra  wer  774. 

PROFESSIONAL  MAN,  30,  with  tn- 
ists  ranging  Horn  antiquarian 
■ks  lo  scuba  diving,  seeks 
ally  dry-willed  companion  lor 

range     wllh     Ihe     olher 
moustaches,  lorget  it.  The  man  I 
it    will    be    liberated    beyond 


low-keyed 
Somewhai 


Ihough  he  n 
ant  or  dwarf,  f 
-it   honesi,   d 

and      wl 


Job  at 


Hlng      io 


:  {behind  an 
lacade).     I 
promise  all  the  Canadian  virtues: 
Jer   and   good   gover- 

nment.  Drawer  762. __ 

COMING  OUT  is  ihe  story  ol  a 
handsome,  Intelligent  young  man 
d  Michael  who  'alls  lor  an  at- 
tractive older  prolessionai  man 
J  Roger.  Would  you  like  to 
Michael  lo  my  Roger?  II  so, 
leller  and  photo  lo  Drawer 

761. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  30'S.  WELL- 
BUILT,    non-smoker,    non-drinker. 

0  body  building,  natural  loods!      ~lp<": 

TimaKlng.    aslrotogy,    yoga      MALE* 

Looking  lor  a  person  with  similar     l0   mee 

interests  (or  sincere  relationship      meanln 

Any   age     Priolo  a  must    Drawer     P'd'essi 


i    we    can    be    financially 

id  retire  io  a  life  of  our 

choice,  fm  ST*,  have  a  good,  husky, 

hairy   body,   a   dark    beard   and 

.  Need  someone  to  work 

a  tew  years  and  then 

Will  assist 


CHICKEN  WRESTLER  19,  6',  156  lbs, 
good-looking,  blond,  smooth,  slim, 
but  muscular  Seeks  young,  well-built 
guys.  Will  act  as  malchmaker  also 
drawer  782. 


30-.n 


VERY    HANDSOME    MALE    In 

looking  tor  sincere  relationship 
attractrve  guy  25  to  35.  Please  i 
close  photo  Drawer  781. 


766 

|  MALE  IS  slim  Seeking  other  gays 
I  for  friendship  or  sincere  relation- 
snip  Like  reading,  writing,  out 
doors  Am  I 'red  ol  bar  scene.  Am 
considered  good  looking  and  well- 
hung  Photo  would  be  ap 
predated  Drawer  767 

26/Body  Politic 


_S  _ 


s  only  please    Orawer 


MALE  24.  S'9",  150LBS.  seeks 
guys  Irom  20  lo  40  Photo  ap- 
preciated I  am  not  into  drugs  and 


CLASSIFIED 


couples  ol  both  sees   I  am  6     ai 
Passionate  by  nature   Sincere  let- 


MONTREAL — 

YOUNG  MALE  27.  honesi.  sincere 
wishes  to  correspond  with  and 
possibly  meel5ameor  younger  lor 
friendship  plus  Teenagers  and 
.  My  interests 


swerall  Write  Drawer632- 

GAYMALE2~5,~5  6■     125lt«5.  looking 

lSio  29  Please  enclose  telephone 


UNIVERSITV  GRAD,  MASCULINE, 

30,   S'5",    t40   lbs,   bilingual    In- 
terests include:   classical   music, 

Skiing      lynnis,    cycling      I    am 

friendship  and  possibly  more.  Boi 
1616,  Stn  H.   Montreal.  Quebec 

(514)737  8676. 


as  educated.  Lousy  housekeeper 
but  even  tempered  and  easy 
going.  What  about  you?  If  you  are 
younger  and  intetesled  gel  ofl 
yout  arse  and  send  detailed  reply 
Maturing  chicken,  past  Ihelr  bird- 


uninhibited  Adonis  Reliability  and 
discretion  assured  always  by  this 
blue-eyed  blonde  of  21  years, 
Wrlle:  Teros,  MPO  Box  1016. 
Hamilton.  ON  L8N  3R1  Enclose 
one  buck  tor  sample  pic  and  letter. 
6-5x7  BSW  prints:  $12. 
Registration  Included. 
YOUNG  MALE.  21.  58",  126lbs, 
new  to  gay  lite.  Clean  looking, 
quiet,  non-smoker,  many  Interests. 
Looking  lor  friendship  or  a  sincere 
relahonship  with  olher  gays  bet- 
ween 18  and  30  Photo  apprecialed. 
Reply  Boxholder.  Box  128  Jordan 
Station,  ON  LOR  1  SO 
MUSCULAR  BODY  BUILDERS  with 

dellntllon  desired  by  executive  In 
30s  lor  friendship  and  whalever 
else.  Please  enclose  a  phoio  it 
possible  and  your  phone  number. 
Drawer  708. 

PERMANENT  RELATIONSHIP 
WANTED  by  guy  In  40s.  Looking  lor  a 
masculine  guy,  Greek  active,  good 
body,  21  to  40. 1  have  a  £26,000  a  year 


corner,  wllh  balcony,  sau 
pool  J124  per  month  Live 
gay  activists.  Call  Tom  ai 
5726,  or  Dave  ai  924-5605  a 


BUSINESS 


CallBoC-4663827 

THE  COW  CAFE  (see  out  ad  this 
issue)  needs  part  time  help  In  Ocl. 
77    Cooking   skill,   strong   legs, 


SASKATOON 


MONTREAL  WRESTLING: 
masculine  French  Canadian,  30. 
5'5",    140lbs. 


YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL  seeks  bl- 
gay  guy  lo  share  large  duplex  in 
Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  Photo 
and    phone    number    exchanged. 


ESCORTS 

NEEDED 

URGENTLY 

964-9206.  ■ 

oontoSp 

STEREO  SYSTEMS 

specs.  Prt 

is,  Speakers 

eO  Repal 

Call  BoiTifi 

Mvles468_l 

MONCTON  NB 


WORK 


'  share     TORONTO 


paraplegic,  ampule 


HOMES 


1  olher  guy  Own  room,  plenly  ol 
privacy  given  and  expected 
Reasonable  rates  tor  right  person. 
Cose  to  highway  7  and  27.  Orawer 


MALE  29,  has  1  bdrm  flat  to  share 
Furnished.  Main/Danforlh  area. 
Available  Sepl  1.  Serious  inquiries 

onty.  Phone  690-6012. 

MALE  51,  quiel   living   type,  has 


ROOM  AND  BOARD  available  lo 
young  man,  FREE  in  exchange  lor 
household  chores  in  gentleman's 

Ideal  lor  sludeni  or  young  worker 
Non-smoker     English   speaking 

Asian  prelerred.  Drawer  750.     

NORTH  YORK  WIDOWER  wishes 
io  contact  reliable  and  compelenl 
painter/ paperhanger  to  decorale  3 


BOOK-KEEPING  SERVICES 
AVAILABLE  lo  companies  or  In- 
dividuals In  Toronto  area  on  per 
diem  basis  ai  reasonable  rates  by 
experienced  student    Phone  486- 

6065  alter  6pm ___ 

ANTIQUE  FURNITURE  REFINISHED 
All  Furniture  Hand  Stripped 
Qualiiy  Work  a'  a  Reasonable  Price 

John  Hamlck 466-3827 

TELEVISION  REPAIR  SERVICE. 
Stereo,  sound  systems,  tape 
equipment  also  repaired.  Home 
service  calls  in  ihe  Metro  area. 

Call  Frank  at  691-9269, 

RECORD  OLDIESI60U,  75t  8  90c 
each.  Send  S1  lor  calalog  RAW 
"oldies'1  RECORDS,  Inc.  Box  2222, 
StnD.OUawa.Cjaada  K1P5W4 


card  lo  Orawer  769. 


S25/wk.  Drawer  765. 

FURNISHED  ROOM,  Quiet  male 
will  share  3rd  II  apt  with  2  others. 
Large,  clean,  broad  I  domed  private 
Vlclorlan  house  Sherbourne/ 
Catilon  area.  Phone  961-3414. 
PROFESSIONAL  ORIENTAL 
MALE,  30,  135lbs,  55",  has  large 
suburban  house,  beautifully  tur- 
nished  Wishes  to  share  wllh  olher 
gay  male  20  to  30  Interests  include 
dancing,  travelling,  music,  antique 
collecting.  Have  a  villa  In  Spain. 


EARN  EXTRA  INCOME.  Sell  In 
store,  office,  Ilea  market,  school, 
club,  party  interesting  coslume 
leweitery,  gilt  Items.  Reliable  party 
needs  no  Investment  Special 
ilems  designed.  Orawer  763 
POSITION  IN  SMALL  CRAFTS 
FACTORY  in  Toronto's  east  end 
Low  slarllng  salary,  held  In- 
teresllng  work.  Managing  position 
and  shares  offered  taler  lo 
suitable  man.  Owner  52  and 
married  but  leeilng  lonely 
somelimes.  No  experience 
accessary,  discretion,  honealy  a 

must  Orawer  764. 

FULL/PART-TIME  EMPLOYMENT 
(top  money,  top  c'lenls)  for  escorts, 

female}.  Training  provided.  Send 
pholofs),  resume  to:  Tal/Spec, 
MPO  Box  1016,  Hamilton,  ON  L8N 

3R1. 

AND 


«v 


Send  i 


GAY  GUYS.  Rooi 
tments.   Fur 
nished   Bios 
Phone  Don  o 
469  2507. 


it  phoio.  Drawer690. 


view-Gerrard  area 
Norm,  922   4961  Ol 


HOUSEMAN/COMPANION/LOVER 
sought  by  attractive  professional 

modest  allowance  in  return  for 
household  chores.  Must  be  In- 
telligent and  attractive.  Can  hold 
regular  |ob  or  attend  school  at  Ihe 

same  time.  Call  429-3463. 

BATHURST/BLOOR  AREA.  Con 

servative  working  me 

A  respectable  tnendly  place  lo 

home.  Furnished  ro< 

all  conveniences.  Phone  532   8500 


dynamic  characterology  and 
psychoanalytic  social  analysis, 
and  anyone  who  wants  to  discuss 
creating  pro|ecls  of  humanistic 
organizing,  perhaps  a  group  home 
lor  leens  or  a  school,  please  wrtle 
Box  6161.  Stn  A.  Toronto,  ON 

M5W1P6 

CALGA RY 

REQUIRE  ESCORTS,  MODELS. 
female  and  male  in  Calgary  area- 
No  experience  required.  Call 
Execulive  Agency  ai  266-2711  for 


TRAVEL 

FORT  LAUDERDALE 
BELA  MAR  VACATION  MOTEL. 
3801  N  Ocean  Blvd,  Fi  Lauderdale. 
Florida  33308.  A  friendly  and  in- 
formal atmosphere  Clean  comfor- 
table looms  S12  dally  Kitchen 
apartments  S18  dally  for  two  Maid 
service,  air  conditioning,  TV,  pool. 
Write  or  phone  |305|  566-4376. 
AIR/SEA  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for 
gay  woman  exclusively.  November 
20  lo  27  Pat  and  Laddie  are  your 
tour  escorts  and  also  publishers 
of  The  Wishing  Well.  Experienced 
globetrotters,  beachcombers  and 
i    other 

together.  P  O  Box  664,  Novaio, 

California  94947. 

ISLANDERS  ANNUAL  CRUISE. 
This  year  aboard  the  deluxe  Stella 
Marls  in  ihe  Caribbean.  Leaves 
Dec  27  for  1  wk,  Ship  carries  230 
people  for  a  greal  parly  cruise.  Ex- 
citing lilnerary  Prices  Irom  $450 
plus  air  fare.  For  more  into  call 
Peter  366-0043 


who    < 


&arn 


ho  us 


conditioning,  washer,  dryer,  dish- 
washer, parking.  We're  bolh  26. 
not  lovers,  looking  lor  a  respon- 
sible together  guy  a' 

aoe.  Phone  486-6660. 

MALE  COUPLE.  MID-20'S.  seek 
quiet,  intelligent,  responsible  3rd 
person  lo  share  atlraclive  3  siorey 

Professional  or  graduate  student 
preferred    S225/monlh  or  lesser 
amount    with   extra 
921-2964  evenings- 


CLASSIFIED 


COMMUNITY  PACE 


The 
Original 

[amlslilltliebestl 


Eeslwind 
P  D  Bo.  554 

Station  J1 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4J  41Z2 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invitee 

(4161  925-2473 

ILmeopen24  hoursi 


2Z3 

AMAZON  REALITY  distributes 
women's  cuiiore.  Books:  High 
School  Sexuality  a  Teaching 
Guide.  What  Lesbians  Do,  Grand 
Jury  Comli,  ;,-,.-  American 
Women  Lives  &  Labour 
Bibliography,  plus  posters  poetry 
and   pin™    cr.*   ic   — r.    .  ' 

97401  USA. 


r  lifestyles. 


THE  WISHING  WELL,  a  quarterly 
publication  ol  Pat  'n'  Laddie  Ventures, 
Inc,  has  lor  many  already  provided  an 
alternative  1o  The  Well  ol  Loneliness. 
Now  exclusively  serving  gay  women 
in  50  stales  and  many  loragn  ccu> 
Was.  Ihts  unique  mini-magazine  offers 
a  sale  space  In  which  women  can 
reach  others  wtlr 
Confidentiality  Is  ( 
of  code  numbers  and  Issues  arriving 
In  plain  sealed  envelopes.  The 
greaias!  portion  ol  each  edition  Is 
lilted  wllh  pages  ol  personal  wnl&ups 
Irom  currently  subscribing  members 
and  rs  well-laced  wilh  many  onginal 
features  nol  lound  elsewhere  The 
publishers.  Pal  W  Laddie,  are  ex- 
perienced globel  rollers,  beachcomb- 
ers, and  romantics  They  offer  Ihose 
who  dare  io  explore  with  others 
oroup  (ravel  lours  For  a  pleasant  sur- 
prise, write  The  Wishing  Well,  PO  8cm 
864,NrMtn  f*.alii  94947 
VIEWS     FROM  "WITHIN      A   "£a~y 

d  like  tr 


>eUSAai 


BByi 

pubil 

j  we  hope  Canada  It 

me  price  IS  S15  loi  1  yr  (12  issu 
Our  mailing  address  is  •*— ■■*■ 
B ran e man.  Views  From 
Boi  2072,  fori  Smiih,  Arkansas" 

-■*]'.  USfi  . 


>l  Arkansas'  besl 


PO 


QAY  UTERATURE  » 


LETTERS 

MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughoi 


GAYMATES.  a  pen  pal 

men  ForFREEinfo writeGSI.DepI 

8,  PO  Box  3043,  Saskatoon,  Sask, 

TORONTO  MALE  *f~Z  2  ',  Athletic 
build,  seeks  pen  pais,  any  race. 
anywhere  Am  travelled,  educated, 
alleclionate  Prefer  18  to  30, 
Anglo,  Oriental,  or  Latin  Have  line 
apartment    n  iji.  !  ..■...■■   ,'.!_ 

33  YB  OLD  HANDSOME  POLISH 
GAY  wishes  to  correspond  with 
men  Trom  Canada,  USA  or  Europe 
Negros  welcome, 
photo  will  I 

photo  will  be  enclosed. 


organiiatiO: 
JU'"      clubs    and    community    • 


The  Body  PollliC.  So. 
7280,  Station  A.  Toronto,  ON 
MSW  ;X9  fle  sons  ro  notify  us  of 
any  change  In  information  already 


I.  Each  It 


Gays 


Serl< 


plei 


BRANDON 

Gay  Friends  Ol  B'^ndon    . 
lor  Equality,  Bo.  27.  UMSU,  Unh 
stly  ol  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB. 
H3T  2N2  PH  1204)  474-8216  bel- 

30-10:00  weehniQhts 


PollI 


Drawer     CALGARY 


GAY    PEN    PALS    WANTED    In 

Canada  and  US  Write  Jon,  POBox 
I49.  Kuchlnp.  Sarawak,  Malaysia 


Dignity /Calgary,  Bo*  1492,  Sin  T. 

Calgary,  AB,  T2H  2H7.  PH  1403) 

282-0574. 

Gay  Informal  ion  and  Resources. 

Room  312-223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary. 


WISHING  TO  CORRESPOND 

liberal  minded  males,  will  hopelully     AS,  T2R  0G9,  PH:  |403)2&4 39T 
""     -Fri:  7-10  PM. 


CORNERBROQK" 


£„:,r.  ai 


PO 


CA^jJ? 


READING 

STRUGGLING  POET'S  LIMITED 
FIRST  EDITION.  H  50  money  order 
brings  you  Distant  Music.  DT  Arm- 
sirong,  36  Whitney  Av,  Sydney,  NS 
B1P427. 


29  YEARS  OF  AGE,  S'9".  born 
Aug  17,  1948  Brown  hair, 
eyes,  My  interests  are  skiing 
music,  travel  and  making 
friends  Would  Ilka  to  hear  Irom 
anyone  wishing  to  write  lo  a  lonely 
straight  and  sincere  w/m.  Rick 
Williams,  146-249  Box  45699, 
Lucasvllle.  Ohio  45699.  USA 


OTHER 


MASCULINE  NUDE  BOYSand  men 
phoiomagafines,  by  J  Daniel 
Cadlnel.  Jusi  beauty,  high  quality 
and  good  lasle.  Something  very 
dlfterenl  Irom  France.  Nol 
available  elsewhere  in  America  — 
sole  supplier  this  side  ot  the  Atlan- 
tic Illu5lra1ed  brochure.  $1.  Write 
JG  Distribution,  Depl  BP,  PO  bo* 

I  486,  Quebec  City,  PO  G1R  4R8, 

[  Canada 

NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN,  all  types, 
slies  and  shapesl  Largest  and 
lines'  selection  ot  GAY  dims  and 
magazines  In  the  woridl  Guaran- 
teed Canadian  delivery.  Send  lor 
FREE  pholo  Illustrated  catalogs 
LETTREX  STUDIO  "C",  Poslbus 
mS.ArnjjerdamiOWLHOLLAND 
BACK  ISSUES  AFTER  DARK 
MAGAZINE  Irom  1971  Send  lor  list 
.US.StrtZ.  Toronto.  ON  M5N 


ONTARIO  PLACES  without  gay 
groups  Write  Coalition  lor  Gay 
Rights  In  Onlarlo  (CGRO),  193 
Carlton  St.,  Toronto,  and  learn  ol 
olher  lesbian  and  gay  persons 
(maybe  groups?!  in  your  area.  Lei  us 
make    ihe    gay    presence    tell 

throughout  the  province. 
LUTHERANS  CONCERNED  FOR 
GAY  PEOPLE.  Box  191  HA.  Los 
AnjjeJeSj^AJ^Jj^USA 
LESBIA 


GAY      MALE 


Community  Homophlle 
Association  ol  NFLD  (CHAN),  Bo* 
905,  Comer  Brook.  NF.  A2H  6J2 
GOWN  (Gay  Organization  ol  Ihe 
Women  of  Newfoundland)  may  be 
contacted  at  CHAN'S  address 


EDMONTON 


Club  70. 10242.  I06lh  St.,  Edmon- 
ton, AB.T5J  1H7,  PH:  (403)423- 
5051. 

Edmonton  Community  ot  Gay 
Christians.  P  0.  Bo>  2918.  Sla  A 

Edmonton.  AB  T5J  0W0.  PH:|403) 

424-1229 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box 

1852,  Edmonton.  AB,  T5J  2P2, 

101-IJ  nil  Si     PH   MO!))  424-8361 

FHEDERICTO  N 


Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Rm  221,  Unn 
Centre.  Uniy  ol  Guelph.  Guelph 
ON,  Gayllne  (5191 8T     "" 


HALIFAX  1 


ON-GOING  GAY  MEN'S  GROUP 


Commitment  needed  lor  building 
group  Irusi.  For  more  inio  call  364 
6786.  or  write  Resident.  Ap  2509, 40 
GerratdStreelE, Toronto, ON  M5B 
2EB.  ________ 

THE  GAY  FELLOWSHIP  Is  a 
humanist  group  ol  gays  who  meel 
lo  explore  subjects  o(  mutual  in- 
terest In  a  spirit  ot  support  and 
concern  lor  values.  The  group 
meets  at  2pm  on  the  last  Sunday 
ol  each  month  at  2012  Donation 
Highway,    North    Vancouver     BC 

Phone  929- 39fip 

LAWUNE  A  TELEPHONE  LEGAL 
INFORMATION  AND  REFERRAL 
SERVICE  sponsored  by  Ihe  Student's 
Legal  Aid  Society  at  the  University  ol 
Toronto  Law  School  under  a  gram 
'torn  ihe  Federal  Department  ol 
Justice.  Mon  through  Fri  io>"»-*~- 
PH.  (416)978-7293  64  Que. 
Crescent,  Toronio,  ON 


The  Alternate  Bookshop,  Sle  301, 
1585  Bamngton  St,,  Halifax,  NS 
B3J  1Z8. 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality,  Boi  361 1 
Halifax  Soulh  Stn.  Halllax,  NS, 

E'-'-J    )-hr-,  Q.jylitte  (■_>  429-6969. 


HAMILTON 


McMasler  Homophlle  Assoc.  DC1 

Box  44,  Sin  B,  Hamilton,  ON. 
L6L  7T5,  Gayllne:  (416)  527-0336. 
Also  ai  the  above  address: 
Eugene's  Disco 
Gay  Women  ol  Hamilton 
Blseiuals  ol  Hamilton  (rap  group) 


KINGSTON 


Kingston  Women's  Centre,  200 

Monlreal  St.,  Kingston.  ON 
K7K3G4.  PH:  1613)  542-5226 
Queen's  Homophlle  Assoc.. 
Student  Affairs  Centre,  51  Queen's 
Cresc,  Queen's  University, 
Kingston,  ON,  K7L  2S7,  PH  (613) 
547-2836. 


KITCH  EN  EH/ WATER  LOO" 


a  Park 


MISHPACHA.  GAY  JEWS  gel- 
ling .1  together.  Come  and 
celebrate  the  high  holy  days  with 
us.  Api  609,  135  Isabella  St  Toron- 
to.  On.  Phone  (4 161 961  Pfifia 


The  Women's  Place,  42-B  King  SI. 
S.,  Walerloo.ON,  N2J  1N8  PH- 
(519)866-1620 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movement.  Federation 
ol  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo,  ON.  N2L  3G1 
PH- 1519)885- 1211.  Ex  2372. 


LONDON 


Gay  Activist  League  ol  London 

(GALL).  Bo*  4744,  Sin  C,  London, 
ON,  N5W  5L7  PH:  1519)  438-4737. 
Homophlle  Assoc,  ol  London.  OnL, 

649  Colborne St.,  London  ON 
N6A322,  PH:  (519)433-376? 


MISSISSAUGA 


MONTREAL 


Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217 
Crescent  St ,  Monlreal  PQ 
H3G2B1.PH  (514)866-2131 
Les  Apolres  du  Olsolple  Blen-Alme. 
6581  St.  Laurent,  Monlreal  PQ  PH 
(514)279-5381. 

Association  Communaulalre 
Homosexuelte  de  I'Unlverslte  de 
Monlreal,  CP  755,  Oulremonl  PQ 
H2V  4N9. 

Association  pour  las  Droits  des 
GaKejsdu  Quebec,  CP  36  SuccC 
Montreal,  PQ,  H2L  4J7, 1264  ST- 
Timothee.  (5t4(  843-8671 
Dignity  /Montreal.  CP.  641, 
Snowdon,  Monlreal,  PQ  H3X  3X8. 


Drop-lnGay   3419  Simpson  Si  , 
Monlreal.  PO  Fn   7  11PM 
GaylnfftPO  Boi  610,  Sin  NDG, 
Montreal.  PQH4A3R1    Pn   (514] 
486-4404   Mon-Sat7t1PM  Spon- 
sors several  groups 
Geyllna.  (51 4)931^668  or  931-5330 
?days'wk.  7-11  PM 
Gay  McGIII.  University  Centre.  3480 
McTavish,  Montreal,  POH3A  1X9 
Gay  Social  Services  Project.  451  5 
St  Catherine  W.  Montreal,  PQ 
H32  1R9,  PH   (514)934-0721 
Gay  Youth  Group,  ages  14-21.  ert> 
Gay  Social  Services  Protect,  ad- 
dress above 

Lesbian  Feminists  of  Monlreal. 
3585S1  Urbain,  Montreal  PQ 
H2X2N6  PH:|514)842-0341   Mon- 
Thurs  930  AM-5:00  PM.  Drop-In 
Thurs  8  PM. 

Monlreal  Community  Church/ 
Eg  Use  Communaulalre  de  Mon- 
treal. CP  810,  Succ  NDG,  Montreal, 
PQ  H4A  3R1,  PH.  (514)845-4471 
Montreal  Lesbian  Organization 
3595S1  Urbain  St.,  Montreal  PQ 
H2X2N6,  PH.  1514)842-4781   Drop- 
In:  Thurs,  8  PM. 

NACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group.  Women  and  men  welcome 
Into  P.O.  Bo.  298.  Station  h,  Mon- 
treal, PQ  H3G  2K8  PH.  Harvey. 
(514)4880849. 

Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  PO  Bo*  610. 
Stn  NDG,  Montreal.  PQ  H4A  3R1 
PH  (514)486-4404. 


OTTAWA/HULL 


Gays  of  Ottawa/Gals  de 
I'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  D,  Ot- 
tawa, ON,  K1P  5W9,  378  Elgin  (2nd 
floor).  Gayllne:  (613)238-1717, 
Business:  233-0152. 
Gay  People  ol  Cartelon.  c/o  CUSA, 
Carleton  Univ.,  Colonel  By  Drive, 
Oltawa,  ON.  K1S  5B6 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
254  Cooper,  No.  11,  Ottawa,  ON 
K2P0G4 

Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON), 
c/o  Ottawa  Women's  Centre,  821 
Somerset  St.  W..  Oltawa,  ON, 

KJJi_6^4^PHJ6J3j_233^560 

PETERBOROUGH. 


Trent  Homophlle  Assoc..  Boi  1524 

Peterborough,  ON,  K9J  7H7.262 
RubldgeSl.,Rm203,  PH:  (705)  742- 

6229,  Wed-Sun. 


QUEBEC 


Centre  Humanllalre  d'Alde  el  da 

Liberation. CP 596,  Haute  Vllle,  264 

rue  des  Franciscalns.  Quebec  PQ 

G1R4S1. 

Comite  d1 Inform iitmn  Homophlle 

de  Quebec.  CP  2113,  Terminus 

Postal  Quebec,  PQGlK  7M9(4:18I 

525-4997. 

Service  d'Entralde  Homophlle  de 

Quebec.  CP  596,  Haute  Vllle,  260 

rue  des  Franciscalns,  Quebec,  PQ 

B1R4S1 


REG  IN  A 


Atropos  Fallow!  hip 
Socleiy/Odyssey  Club.  Box  3414, 

Reg.ma.SK,  S4P3JS 


Community  Homophlle  A 


SASKATOON 


Gay  Community  Centre,  Bo*  1662 

Saskatoon,  SK,  S7K  3R8, 31O-20lh 

SI.  E.  (2nd  floor),  PH:  (306)  652-0972. 

Alsoal  the  above  address: 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Prof 

Peter  Millard 

Gay  Association  ol  Youlh 


THOMPSON 


Northern  Women's  Centra,  120  W 
Amelia,  So*  314.  Sin  P.  Thunder 
Bay,  ON,  P7C  4V9. 


TORONTO 


Catalyst  Press.  315  Blantyre  Ave, 
Scarborough.  ON  M1N  2S6. 
Cha  Is  worth  Charitable  Foundation 
199  Church  SI.,  Toronto.  ON, 
M5B1Y7,  PH:  (416)862-1544 
Community  Homophlle 
Association  ot  Toronio  (CHAT),  199 
Church  St  .  (2nd  floor)  Tconlo  ON 
M5B1Y7  PH:  (416)862-1544 
Dignity,  Box  249.  stn  E  Toronto 
ON.M6H4E2. 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Prof, 
John  A.  Lee.  Scarborough  College 
UofT.  West  Hill.  ON,  M1C  1A4 
Gay  Alliance  at  York.  c/oCYSF, 
Central  Square.  Rm  )Q5,  York  Univ., 
4700  Keele  St..  Downsview  ON 
M3J  1P3,  Office:  216  vanler  College 
Res  ,  PH:  (416)  667-3509  or  667-3632 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  193 
Canton  SI  ,  Toronio,  ON,  M5A  2K7 
PH:|416)  95*0148 
GeyTV,  Gay  Television  Collective, 
contact:  Gord  Montador.  PH:  (4161 
364-6731 


Gay  Youth  Group,  Criurtti  EH 

Community  Centre,  519  Chun*  St 

Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  JC9,  Meetings 

Tues  7  30  PM 

Glad  Day  Bookstore.  4  Collier  St  (al 

Yongel.  Toronio.  ON,  M4W  1L7  PH 

(416)961-4161 

Ha  Mlshpacha.  Bo>  609. 136 

Isabella  St.,  Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  1P3 

Harbinger  -  Lesbian  Drop-In,  214 


PH  [4 


if  Res  , 


d3-5. 


3509 
Lesbian  Organization  ol  Toronto 

(LOOT).  342  jarvts  Si  ,  Toronto,  ON, 
M4Y  2G6,  PH  (416)960-3249 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
29  Granby  St,.  Toronio,  ON, 
M5B  1H8,Drop-ln/OlllceMon- 
Thurs  7-1030:  Fn-Sal  7-1130 
Chutch(416l  364-9799  Dlslress 
Une:  364-9835 

Onlarlo  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  c/o 
193  Cariion  St.,  Toronto, ON, 
MSA2K7 

Three  o  I  Cups,  Women's  Col  tee 

House.  342  Jarvis  SI,,  Toronto,  ON 

M4Y  2G6,  PH:  (416)967-2882. 

TAG,  Peer  counselling  telephone 

service.  Boi  6706,  Stn  A.  Toronto 

ON.  MSW  1XS.  PH:  (416)  96445600. 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 

Harbord  St.,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1G5 

PH:|416|  922-6744 

Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Bo*  38,  Sin 

E,  Toronio.  ON,  M6H4E1.PH' [4161 

466-7457 

Women's  Archives.  Bo*  928, 

Slatlon  Q.Toronto,  ON 

VANCOUVER 


Dignity /Vancouver.  Bo*  1036,  Van- 
couver, BC,  V6B  3X5. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  Bo* 
1463,  Stn  A,  Vancouver,  BC 
V6C  2P7,  PH:  (604)  732-6017 
Gay  People  ol  Simon  Fnser,  c/o 
Student  Society  Simon  Fraaer 
University,  Bumaby,  BC,  PH:  (604) 
291-3181 

Gay  People  ol  UBC,  Bo*  9,  Sludenl 
Union  Bldg..  Unlv ol  BC,  Van- 
couver, BC.  V6T  1WS 
Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee, 
BC  Federation  ol  Women,  1730 
Stephens  St.,  Vancouver,  BC 
V6K  3VS. 

SEARCH  (Society  for  Education, 
Action,  Reaearch  &  Counselling  In 
Homosexuality),  Box  48903,  Bentall 
Cenlre,  Vancouver,  BC,  V7X  1A8. 
SEARCH  Community  Services,  28- 
448Seymour St. .Vancouver  BC 
PH  1604)689-1039 


VICTOR  I  A_ 


Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002.  San- 
dwich Postal  Stn.  Windsor,  ON 
N9C3Y6.PH:  (519)252-0979 


WINNIPEG 


Council  on  Homosexuality  and 

Religion.  P.O.  Bo*  1912,  Winnipeg, 
MB,  R3C3R2 

Dignity  /Winnipeg.  Bo*  1912,  Win- 
nlpeg,  MB,  R3C3R2 
Gays  lor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
University  ol  Manitoba.  Winnipeg 
MB,  R3T  2N2.  PH:  (204)  47443216- 
Manltoba  Gay  Coalition,  PO  Bo. 
3742,  Station  8,  Winnipeg  MB 
R2W3R6. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youlh.  Bo*  27,  UM- 
SU, Winnipeg.  MB,  R3T  2NZ.  PH: 
(204)  474-8216  Thursday  evenings, 
Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/o  A 
Woman's  Place,  143  Walnut  SI., 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL 


Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  7289, 

Sin  A,  Toronto,  ON.  M5W  1X9,  PH' 
(416)8638320 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario, 
193  Carlton  St..  Toronto,  ON, 
M5A  2K7.  PH:  (416)  964-0148 
Committee  to  Defend  John  Danuen, 
Box  117.  Stn  V,  Toronio, ON, 
M6R3A4 

Libertarians  lor  Gay  Rights,  c/o  tan 
Young,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scar- 
borough, ON,  M1 N  256 
NDP  Gay  Caucus,  163  Rusholme 
Rd.  Toronio,  ON,  M6H  2Y6 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 
Coalition  National  pour  lee  Drolls 
des  GaKe)s  (NGRC/CNDG),  CP 
2919.  Succ  D.  Ottawa.  ON 


PUBLICATIONS 


Alter  Stonewall,  c/o  Davis,  Box 
2051. 266  Graham,  Winnipeg,  MB 
R3C3MZ 

The  Body  Politic;  Bo*  7289,  Sin  A 
Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1X9 
Gay  Tide,  Box  1463,  Sin  A,  Van- 
couver, BC,  V6C  2P7 
NGRC  Forum/Forum  de  la  CNDQ 
CP  36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  PQ 
H2L4J7 


Book  news  from  Pink  Triangle 


Loving  Man 

a  Photographic  Guide  to 
Gay  Male  Lovemaking 

by  Freedman  &  Mayes 
hardcover         $13.95 
"Loving  Man  has  too  long 
been  needed,  but  it  is 
worth  having  waited  for. 
At  last  I  can,  in  good  con- 
science, recommend  a 
book  to  students,  col- 
leagues, and  friends  that 
will  help  them  under- 
stand and  enjoy  their  sex- 
uality." K.  Sherrill, 
Hunter  College 

Circle  1  on  the  order  form. 

By  Her  Own 
Admission 

by  Gibson  &  Risher 
hardcover        $9.95 
The  heartbreaking  story 
of  MaryJo  Risher's  los- 
ing battle  for  the  custody 
of  her  child  and  an  exam- 
ination of  the  issues  in- 
volved in  this  landmark 
test  of  the  rights  of  a  gay 
parent. 

Circle  2  on  the  order  form. 

The  Young  in  One 
Another's  Arms 

by  Jane  Rule 
hardcover         $6.95 
Jane  Rule's  latest  novel, 


>lllC 


JaiMnijhy 

Kule 


set  in  B.C.  It  reveals  the 
interactions  of  eight  vivid 
characters  living  in  a 
rooming  house  threaten- 
ed with  demolition  by 
developers.  A  "gentle  ser- 
ious comedy"  overflowing 
with  generous  spirit. 

circle  3  on  the  order  form. 

Society  and  the 
Healthy  Homosexual 

by  George  Weinberg 
paper         $2.25 
A  powerful  analysis  of 
homophobia  and  how  to 
fight  it.  For  gays  eager  to 
overcome  their  fears  and 
guilt.  Also  a  great  book  for 
parents. 

Circle  4  on  the  order  form. 

Lover 

by  Bertha  Harris 
paper  $4.95 
"...violent,  funny,  beauti- 


just  re 


leased 


SSJnc^ 


, .  a. 

rtuu« 


The  pioneering  study  on  gay  self-oppression, 
Andrew  Hodges'  and  David  Hutter's  With  Downcast 
Gays  is  a  book  that  could  change  your  view  of  your- 
self in  the  world. 

A  paperback  priced  at  $1.35,  With  Downcast 
Gays  is  the  first  book  to  be  published  by  Pink 
Triangle  Press.  A  free  copy  is  on  its  way  to  all  of  you 
who  helped  us  out  by  contributing  to  its  publication 
fund.  If  you  didn't,  come  celebrate  with  us  now  — 
check  the  space  for  With  Downcast  Gays  on  the  or- 
der form. 


ful,  intelligent,  inventive 
sentence  by  sentence,... 
full  of  ideas,  pronounce- 
ments and  jokes  about 
itself."  Jane  Rule  in  The 
Body  Politic. 

Circle  5  on  the  order  form. 

Frank  O'Hara 

Poet  Among  Painters 

by  Marjorie  Perloff 
hardcover         $14.50 
"Despite  his  posthumous 
fame,  Frank  O'Hara's  po- 
etry still  remains  unex- 
plored territory.  Perloff 
has  now  provided  an 
excellent  guide  to  that 
marvellous  and  so  various 
body  of  work."—  John 
Ashbery 

Circle  6  on  the  order  form. 


THE  ANCIENT 


Judith  Crewe 


Sita 

byKateMillett 
hardcover         $11.50 
In  a  work  as  intimate  and 
moving  as  her  autobio- 
graphical Flying,  Kate 
Millett  creates  vivid, 
memorable  portraits  of 
two  women,  lover  and  be- 
loved, moving  through  the 
difficult  decline  of  their 
relationship. 

Circle  7  on  the  order  form 


Other  great  books 

Rubyfruit  Jungle  by  Rita 
Mae  Brown.  An  honest, 
moving  and  very  funny 
gay  classic,  paper  $4.00 

Circle  11  on  the  order  form. 

Gardens  by  Graham  Jack 
son.  A  collection  of  sen- 
sitive short  stories  by  a 
gay  Canadian  writer, 
paper   $3.95 

Circle  12  on  the  order  form. 


Christopher  &  His  Kind 

by  Christopher  Isherwood 
A  new,  and  very  good,  kind 
of  homosexual  autobio- 
graphy, hardcover   $11.50 

Circle  13  on  the  order  form. 

Gay  American  History  by 

Jonathan  Katz.  A  useful 
and  thought  provoking 
book  about  our  gay  roots, 
paper  $11.50 

Circle  14  on  the  order  form. 


GAY 

AMERICAN 
HISTORY 

Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
in  the  U.S.A. 


The  Ancient  and  Other 
Poems  by  Judith  Crewe. 
A  first  collection  of  tough 
minded,  hard  surfaced  and 
often  complex  poems, 
paper  $3.50 

Circle  15  on  the  order  form. 

Common  or-Garden  Gods 
by  Ian  Young.  His  poems 
deal  with  everyday  exper- 
ience with  a  "control  of 
voice,  a  quietness,  and  a 
refusal  of  grand  gesture 
that  is  refreshing." 
paper  $3.95 

Circle  16  on  the  order  form. 


New  this  month 
from  the  Book  Ser- 
vice of  Pink  Triangle 
Press: 

The  David  Kopay 
Story 

by  Kopay  &  Young 
hardcover         $10.75 
Kopay  was  a  professional 
athlete  and  this  is  his 
story— out  of  the  locker 
rooms  and  into  the  streets. 
A  popular  self-expose  of 
one  man's  search  for  sex- 
ual identity  through  adol- 
escence to  maturity. 

Circle  8  on  the  order  form. 

Under  the  Rainbow 

Growing  Up  Gay 

hardcover     $9.95 
by  Arnie  Kantrowitz 
This  time  the'"nice  Jewish 
boy"  with  the  difficult 
parents  ("Freudian  clas- 
sics" he  calls  them)  turns 
out  to  be  gay.  The  book 
focuses  on  the  author's 
whole  self —ethnic,  psy- 
chological, educational, 
spiritual  as  well  as  sexual. 

Circle  9  on  the  order  form. 

Socialism  &  the 
New  Life 

The  Personal  &  Sexual 
Politics  of  Edward  Car- 
penter and  Havelock 
Ellis 

by  Rowbotham  &  Weeks 
paper         $3.95 
A  must  for  gay  nostalgia 
buffs  and  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  early  history 
of  the  movement. 

Circle  10  on  the  order  form. 


Circle  the  code  number  of  the  books  that  you  wish  to  pur- 
chase. For  more  than  one  copy,  write  the  quantity  desired 
beside  the  order  number.  Please  enclose  50c  per  item  to 
cover  shipping  and  handling. 


,$13.95 


,  $9.95 


J  ,$6.95 


4  ,$2.25 

5  ,$4.95 

6  ,$14.50 

7  ,$11.50 

8  ,$10.75 

9  ,$9.95 

10,  $3.95 

11,  $4.00 

12,  $3.95 

13,  $11.50 

14,  $11.50 

15,  $3.50 

16,  $3.95  With  Downcast  Gays,  $1.35 

Please  make  cheques  payable  to:  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box 
639,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W  1G2. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  (including  50«  per  item)_ 


■ 


